
Proper Packaging of Spent Batteries

Step 1:  Select a sturdy pallet.  Please note that batteries 
CANNOT be boxed. All batteries must be placed directly onto 
the pallet before wrapping and banding. 

Step 2:  Place a layer of cardboard on the pallet to ensure 
that the batteries do not slide off of the pallet. The first 
layer of batteries must be level.  Shorter batteries should be 
placed in the center of the layer and taller batteries should 
be placed on the outside of the layer.  The first layer is 
crucial for the entire pallet to be well balanced and even.

Step 3: Place an adequate layer of cardboard or
honeycomb board between each layer and on the very top 
of the pallet. This prevents the possibility of exposed 
terminals and puncturing the batteries above. It is okay to
stack up to 3 levels high.

Step 5: Ensure that all outer surfaces are wrapped thoroughly and band the wrapped pallet.
We recommend a minimum of 3 layers of wrap around the entire surface.  Figure 3 shows a properly 
wrapped pallet.  A minimum of 3 horizontal bands and 3 vertical bands around the palletized cells is also 
recommended to prevent the batteries from shifting during transport.  Banding should be a minimum of 5/8 
inch wide. 

Only unboxed lead-acid batteries may be returned. 
Any exceptions to this must be cleared ahead of time. 

Maximum Pallet Size : 44” x 48” 

Maximum Weight per Pallet : 3,000 lbs. 

Maximum Layers per Pallet : 3 

Adhering to the above conditions will ensure compliance with Federal DOT safety regulations. 
Please assist the driver in complying with all applicable laws. 
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Step 4:  Secure the batteries to the properly built pallet with shrink wrap after stacking. Make sure that the 
wrap connects with the bottom of the pallet as well as with the batteries. If you only wrap the batteries, there is 
a chance of the load sliding off of the pallet during transport. It is also helpful to use the wrap as a “rope” to pull 
the batteries toward the center of the pallet (see Figure 1). 

Step 1: Select a sturdy pallet

Step 2: Place a 
layer of 
cardboard on 
pallet. Stack 
batteries level.

Step 3: Place an adequate layer of cardboard or honeycomb board 
between each layer and on the very top.
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Other Packaging Guidelines: 

 DOT Regulations require that batteries be properly packaged and loaded to prevent short circuits in
transit.

 Keep batteries upright at all times.

 Batteries with side terminals should not be in contact with other side terminals to prevent short
circuits in transit.

 No metals can be in contact with battery terminals.

 Remove all attachments from batteries, including cables, to prevent short circuit or sparking.

 Damaged or leaking batteries must be shipped in DOT approved containers with lids and secured to
pallets. Plastic bags are not acceptable.

 No bulk acid may be shipped.

 Batteries cannot be shipped in boxes or racks.

 All batteries must be placed directly onto the pallet before wrapping and banding.

 Gaylord boxes are acceptable for shipping and should be no more than 3 layers high with cardboard
between each layer and on the top layer.  Gaylord boxes must be securely banded to prevent breaking
and shifting during transport.

 All battery caps must be in place or use foam to replace missing caps.

 Do not double-stack pallets.
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