
Hot Topics
An Update for Our Customers

Message From the President

1st Quarter
Volume 13, Issue 1

Inside

8 0 0 . 8 2 6 . 3 4 7 3  •  w w w. b ro o k s e q u i p m e n t . c o m  •  w w w. f i re ex t i ng u i s h e r. c o m

2014

January
16th – Houston, TX
23rd – Charlotte, NC
February
6th – Dallas, TX
20th – Tampa, FL 
March
5th – Las Vegas, NV
20th – Birmingham, AL
To register, visit www.brooksequipment.com

Brooks Tracks State Legislation ......2
Changes to NFPA10: 2013 Edition...3
NFPA96: New 2014 Edition .............5
Tech Tip: Options for Monthly  
Inspections ...................................6
Brooks Donates Training Display .....6
Deadline for Replacement of  
Restaurant Dry Chemical Systems ....7
Employee Spotlight .......................7
Product Gallery .............................8

Dear Valued Brooks Customer,

I’m really excited about 2014 and our new Brooks 
Catalog—it’s positively packed with the best products 
you’ll find anywhere. We’ve added numerous new 
products in response to your suggestions, including a 
beefed up, redesigned systems section. We now offer 
everything from links, pipe, and nozzles to gas valves, 
cylinders, and control heads. So for all of your needs, 
including restaurant systems, you need not look any 
further than Brooks.

Speaking of new parts, this is the first time we’ve devoted a special section to 
them. Now you can see everything in one place in the New Product Guide at 
the front of the 2014 catalog. Some of these new items are also highlighted in 
the product gallery at the back of the book. Of course you will find all of these 
great products, and more, in their appropriate locations throughout the catalog.

On another front, I want you to know that Brooks is relentless in its efforts 
fighting legislation that’s counterproductive to protecting our communities. We 
are working closely with numerous associations at the local and state level, like 
FEMA, to help craft common sense codes, regulations, and rules that promote 
fire and life safety. We’ll be sure to keep you posted on how things progress 
throughout the year.

We never stop looking for better ways to serve you either. One such example is 
our new Personalized Exit Sign and Emergency Light Service Flyer. It’s free to 
Rewards Members too. So if you’re not a member yet, it’s time to sign up. You’ll 
be able to take advantage of this and many other valuable benefits, available only 
to Rewards Members. 

In closing, be sure to check out everything in this issue of Hot Topics. Our 
technical experts work extra hard to provide you with valuable content that 
supports your business. 

Thank you for choosing Brooks.

Sincerely,

Tim Foughty 
President

“The Brooks Compliance Guide App is 
an invaluable reference tool for all of our 
employees. It gives our technicians added 
confidence, since the correct answers are 
always at their finger tips. From finding 
additional work to offering proof to our 
customers that the work is necessary, this 
free app is helping us grow our business.”

– Mace Bourgeios 
Fire & Safety Commodities

E-Light
Seminars
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CLAIM YOUR REWARDS!
Our "FREE" Brooks Rewards Program is 
designed to help you take full advantage of 
everything we have to offer. Benefits Include:

•	 FREE	Brooks	Compliance	Guide	App
•	 FREE	issues	of	the	Rewards	Tech	Series
•	 Discounts	on	Private	Labeled	First	Choice	Catalogs
•	 And	More!

To enroll in the Brooks Rewards Program, scan 
the bar code or go to www.surveymonkey.com/s/
RewardsEnrollment today!

800.826.3473
brooksequipment.com

Brooks sent several representatives to the October 2013 meeting of the Fire Equipment Manufacturers’ Association (FEMA). 
Legislative issues and code changes were a couple of the main topics on the agenda during the government relations commit-
tee meeting. As a follow up, we researched the material presented to provide you with an update. Here is a summary of some 
important bills and code changes, proposals, and adoptions that affect our industry:

Status of State Legislation as of December 2013

State Summary Status

California AB 433, Authorizes fire marshal to issue building 
safety regulations and issue new licensing laws

Signed by Governor

California SB 338, Would have required two extinguishers  
in all limousines 

Vetoed by Governor

New Jersey AB 2596, Governor recommended study of  
effectiveness of fire extinguishers in homes

Department of Community Affairs conducting 
study. Report due by February 2014

Pennsylvania HB 1063, Creates licensing for working on  
sprinklers systems

Referred to the Committee on Professional  
Licensure

Texas HB 2447, Bans the sale and marketing of aerosol- 
type devices as fire extinguishers

Became effective September 2013

Code Changes, Proposals, and Adoptions

State Status

Arkansas Adopting the 2012 International Fire Code (IFC), becomes effective January 1, 2014

Idaho In process of updating to 2012 IFC, which includes NFPA 10, 2013 edition with no changes proposed 
to section 906.1 (extinguishers)

Indiana Fire code draft based on 2012 IFC, with an anticipated effective date of July 1, 2014

Oregon The 2014 Oregon Fire Code will be the 2012 IFC with no significant changes and an anticipated  
effective date of April 1, 2014

South Carolina Currently adopts the 2012 IFC with no changes to section 906.1

Washington 
D.C.

Draft code released, which makes edits to 2012 IFC section 906.1, includes exception for E occupancy 
(educational), new code expected to be in effect by the end of 2013

Brooks Tracks State Legislation and Code Adoptions
By Mark Conroy

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RewardsEnrollment
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RewardsEnrollment


1st Quarter 2014 • 3 

By Mark Conroy

Feature

Continued on page 4

The 2013 edition of NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extin-
guishers, contains many new provisions and new information that 
can be used even in locations where it has not yet been adopted. 
The following paragraphs provide a summary of the major changes 
to this important industry standard.

Halon 1211 fire extinguishers are permitted to 
remain in service.

A new paragraph (4.1.2.2) was added to clarify that listed ha-
lon extinguishers need not be removed from service. Additionally, 
new Halon 1211 extinguishers can be installed to satisfy NFPA 10. 
The new paragraph specifically allows halon extinguishers that are 
listed and labeled to UL 1093, Standard for Halogenated Agent Fire 
Extinguishers, to be used to comply with the NFPA 10 when those 
extinguishers are installed, inspected, and maintained in accor-
dance with the standard.

A new paragraph (4.1.2.2) was added 
to clarify that listed halon extinguishers 
need not be removed from service.

Chapter on inspection, 
maintenance, and 
recharging (Chapter 
7) was completely 
rewritten.

Chapter 7 was overhauled and re-
formatted so that the sections and 
paragraphs are in a logical order. 
Enforcers and users of the standard 
can now easily find requirements 
and the chapter is much easier to 
use and reference.

The list of documents 
referencing fire 
extinguishers was 
expanded.

The 2010 edition listed 19 NFPA 
documents where portable fire ex-
tinguishers are referenced or re-
quired (5.6.1). The 2013 edition 
now references 71 documents. 
Where portable fire extinguish-
ers are required to be installed, 
these documents need to be re-
viewed. Most of the documents ap-
ply to specific occupancies which 

Fire extinguishers manufactured by companies 
that are out of business are permitted to 
remain in service.

A new paragraph (A.4.4.2) was added to clarify that fire extin-
guishers that were manufactured by companies that are no longer 
in business can remain in use, provided they meet the requirements 
of NFPA 10 and are maintained in accordance with the manufac-
turer’s service manual. When those extinguishers are recharged 
or opened for maintenance, and the extinguishing agent or repair 
parts are not available, the extinguisher needs to be removed from 
service. Otherwise, the extinguisher can remain in service.

Clarification added that fire extinguishers 
are independent of sprinklers and other 
extinguishing equipment.

Two new paragraphs (5.1.2 and 6.1.1.1) were added to clarify 
that the selection and installation of extinguishers is independent 
of whether the building is equipped with automatic sprinklers, 
standpipe and hose, or other fixed protection equipment. This ma-
terial was previously in paragraph 1.1.2. It was moved to 5.1.2 and 
6.1.1.1 to comply with the NFPA Manual of Style and place the ma-
terial in installation and selection chapters. 

NFPA1013

Major Changes to the NFPA 
Extinguisher Standard:
NFPA 10, 2013 Edition
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mandate installation of fire extinguish-
ers. There were also seven references 
for NFPA recommended practices or 
guides added to the annex (A.5.6.1). 

Fire extinguisher sign 
requirements added.

A new paragraph was added 
(6.1.3.3.3) for signs that are installed 
to indicate fire extinguisher locations. 
The requirement says that the signs 
need to be located in close proximity 
to the extinguisher and they must be 
visible from the normal path of travel.

Extinguishers on vehicles 
must now be installed in 
special brackets.

Although industry practice has al-
ways been to install vehicle fire extin-
guishers in special brackets, it is now a 
requirement (6.1.3.6). The brackets are 
the special strap-type that keeps the 
extinguisher from becoming dislodged 
when the vehicle goes over bumps. 
The requirement says that vehicle ex-
tinguishers need to be installed in ap-
proved strap-type brackets that are 
specifically designed to keep the extin-
guisher from becoming dislodged.

Calculations are now 
required for extinguisher 
quantities.

New paragraphs were added 
(6.2.1.2, 6.2.1.2.1, 6.2.1.2.2, and 
6.2.1.2.3) to mandate calculations for 
extinguisher quantities. Annex E was 
also extensively rewritten to provide 
guidance on how to perform those 
calculations. To perform the calcu-
lations for Class A hazards, for each 
floor of a building, the total floor area 
is divided by the maximum area to 
be protected per extinguisher (Table 
6.2.1.1). The modification kept the 
provision that fire extinguishers be 
located so that the maximum travel 

distances do not exceed 75 ft (22.9 m) 
and allows hose stations, as permitted 
by 6.2.1.4. It also says if the quantity 
of extinguishers needed to meet the 
75 ft (22.9 m) travel distance exceeds 
the calculated quantity, additional ex-
tinguishers need to be installed. 

A handy table (Table E.3.6) was also 
added that shows square footage and 
extinguisher quantities for light, or-
dinary, and extra hazards. If you have 
trouble doing the calculations, just use 
the table, but remember to adjust for 
the 75 ft travel distance rule.

Travel distance 
requirements added for 
extinguishers installed for 
obstacle, three-dimensional 
(gravity), and pressure 
flammable liquid hazards.

New paragraphs (6.3.3.1 and 6.3.3.2) 
were added to provide travel distance 
requirements for hand portable extin-
guishers (30 ft) and wheeled extinguish-
ers (100 ft) for obstacle, three-dimen-
sional (gravity), and pressure flammable 
liquid hazards. These hazards are where 
the flammable liquid is flowing, spray-
ing, or where there are obstacles in the 
spill area.

Class D combustible 
metal extinguishing agent 
requirements added.

Several changes were made through-
out NFPA 10 regarding Class D (combus-
tible metal) extinguishing agents. The 
changes were made mostly to address 
containers of dry powder. The additions 
for Class D agent containers are similar 

to requirements for Class D extinguish-
ers. Other clarifications were made for 
Class D throughout the standard.

List of annual external 
maintenance examinations 
added.

Lists of external maintenance items 
were added (A.7.3.1) for stored pressure 
and carbon dioxide extinguishers. The 
2010 edition has only one list applicable 
to stored pressure dry chemical. There 
are now four lists to cover all stored pres-
sure extinguishers and carbon dioxide 
extinguishers. These lists were added to 
the annex, because some enforcers were 
confused over the difference between 
monthly inspections and annual exter-
nal maintenance examinations.

Weight scale specifications 
added for cylinder and 
cartridge weighing.

Information was added to the an-
nex (A.7.11) for weight scales. Weight 
scales used for weighing a fire extin-
guisher with a gross weight of 60 lb 
(27.2 kg) or less should permit read-
ings to 0.25 lb (0.10 kg). The weight 
scales used for weighing extinguish-
ers and cartridges need to have read-
ings consistent with the tolerances 
identified on the nameplate of the 
extinguisher or cartridge. The annex 
material also includes information on 
digital scales and scale calibration.

These are the major changes to 
NFPA 10, but there are other changes 
to the standard, so acquiring a copy 
of the new edition should be a prior-
ity. Anyone using the 2013 edition of 
NFPA 10 should first check with the 
local authority having jurisdiction to 
make sure the new provisions are ac-
ceptable and approved. F 

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, 
Massachusetts office. He serves as a principal 
member of the NFPA 10 Technical Committee. 
Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

Continued from page 3

Although industry practice 

has always been to install 

vehicle fire extinguishers in 

special brackets, it is now a 

requirement (6.1.3.6)



1st Quarter 2014 • 5 

By Mark Conroy

NFPA 96, New 2014 Edition:
Are You and Your Customers Ready?

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct  
proportion to their commitment to excellence, 

regardless of their chosen field of endeavor”  
~ Vince Lombardi

Feature

The 2014 edition of NFPA 96, Stan-
dard for Ventilation Control and Fire 
Protection of Commercial Cooking Equip-
ment, is now available. Here are the  
important changes that could have an 
impact on your business or affect the 
way your customers do business.

Replacement of Obsolete 
Fire Protection Systems 
(NEW)

•	 New	 text	 mandates	 that	 all	 exist-
ing dry and wet chemical systems 
not in compliance with UL 300 be 
replaced with systems complying 
with UL 300 or equivalent standard. 

•	 A	 new	 paragraph	 was	 added	 to	
mandate that all existing systems 
meet UL 300 or equivalent stan-
dard by January 1, 2014. 

Locations of Pull Stations
•	Manual	 pull	 station	 installations	

must be measured from the hood 
to the pull station (previous edi-
tions required measurement from 
kitchen appliances to pull stations). 
Alternate locations are allowed, if 
acceptable to the AHJ. 

Portable Fire Extinguishers
•	Extinguisher	 requirements	 now	

track NFPA 10. Class K extin-
guishers are required for hazards 
related to cooking oil used with 

cooking appliances. Additional 
extinguishers are required in 
other kitchen areas to match the 
hazards in those areas.

Automatic Exhaust Fan 
Startup (NEW)

•	 A	 new	 requirement	 mandates	 ex-
haust fans be provided with a 
means for fans to be activated 
when an appliance under the hood 
is turned on. 

Grease Filters
•	 The	 section	 on	 grease	 filters	 was	

revised. Now, grease filters not 
only need to be listed, but those 
filters must be constructed of 
non-combustible material. In my 
opinion, this is a clarification that 
stainless steel, galvanized steel, or 
aluminum can be used as construc-
tion materials, provided the filter 
is listed.

Exhaust Duct Drains 
(NEW)

•	 A	 new	 provision	 requires	 drains	
in exhaust ducts to either be listed 
or continuously welded to the ex-
haust duct. 

Grease Duct Leakage Test 
(NEW)

•	 A	 test	 is	 now	 required	 for	 grease	
duct systems to assure there is no 

leakage. The intent is to make sure 
that the welded joints and seams are 
liquid tight. A new annex explains 
that the test can be a light test or a 
test using a pressure washer.

Duct Cleaning (NEW)
•	 New	annex	material	was	added	for	

cleaning personnel, including a list 
of recommended personal protec-
tive equipment. 

NFPA is also developing a handbook 
for NFPA 96 (electronic version only) 
that will provide important insights 
and explanatory information on the 
minimum requirements contained in 
the standard. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston office 
and a member of the Technical Committee on 
Venting Systems for Cooking Appliances. Copy-
right© 2014, all rights reserved.

NFPA9614

Did You Know?

That Brooks has the most 
diverse product offering in 
the Industry, allowing you 
to expand the products 
you sell—risk free? 
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The new NFPA 10, 
2013 provides some ex-
cellent clarifications. One 
interesting update relates 
to monthly inspections. 
Many people are not 
aware that extinguish-
ers can be electronically 
monitored for “location 
only” in combination 
with monthly visual in-
spections. Although the 
allowance appeared in the 2010 edition 
(paragraph 7.2.1.2.1), it was not clearly 
worded. The 2013 edition is worded in 
a manner that leaves little question on 
the intent. It reads as follows:

7.2.1.4 Extinguishers that are elec-
tronically monitored for location 
only, such as those monitored by 
means of a switch to indicate when 
the extinguisher is removed from 
its bracket or cabinet, shall be 
manually inspected in accordance 
with 7.2.2.
When the extinguisher alarm is pro-

vided, in accordance with 7.2.1.4, 

hand-held extinguishers 
must be checked for loca-
tion, obstructions, pres-
surization, and fullness, 
as outlined in 7.2.2. These 
checks are extremely im-
portant and need to be 
done on a monthly basis.

There are two types of 
equipment that can be 
used for electronic moni-
toring for location. One 

uses a tether attached to the extin-
guisher neck, and the other uses a 
tether attached to the extinguisher 
gauge. While the tether used with 
the extinguisher gauge is intended 
for new construction, the tether at-
tached to the extinguisher neck is for 
new construction or existing build-
ings and is much less costly to install 
and maintain. 

For both types of electronic moni-
toring, an audible alarm provides a 
notification that the extinguisher has 
been removed, which provides an in-
dication that the extinguisher is no 

longer in its “designated place,” as re-
quired by 7.2.2(1). 

Business owners may like the idea of 
an extinguisher alarm. So the next time 
someone inquires about electronic mon-
itoring, in accordance with NFPA 10, 
don’t hesitate to discuss the “electronic 
monitoring for location only” option. 
It might be a good idea to install the de-
vice and provide a contract for a service 
technician to do the other monthly in-
spection checks required by 7.2.2. And 
don’t forget that NFPA 10 acknowledges 
that service technicians routinely per-
form these visual inspections (as ex-
plained in A.7.1.2.3). Fire extinguisher 
technicians are a business owner’s best 
insurance for identifying problem ex-
tinguishers before they are needed in a 
fire emergency. F
John Wilmowski is Director of Outside Sales 
for Brooks and works in our Phoenix, AZ office. 
Any opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily represent the 
position of the NFPA and may not be considered 
or relied upon as such. Brooks Tech Tips can be 
reproduced with permission from Brooks. Copy-
right © 2014, all rights reserved. 

By John Wilmowski

By Steve Mauro

Options for Monthly Inspections of 
Extinguishers

The Florida Indian River State Col-
lege offers an Associates Degree in 
Fire Science for students interested 
in a career in fire service or a fire-
protection-related profession. To 
support these students, the college 
built a very advanced public safety 
training facility in Fort Pierce, Flor-
ida. It includes a fire laboratory, fire 
station, six-story fire training tower, 
a Class-A burn building, and a burn 
field with props. 

Last summer, I had the chance to 
tour the facility with Mel Folbrecht 
of Fire Equipment Services (FES). 
Mel and his wife Lucy are fourth 

generation owners of FES and Mel 
is an alumnus of the school. Michael 
Dashosh, the director of their fire sci-
ence department, conducted the tour. I 
noticed that emergency and exit light-
ing were not part of their training, so I 
suggested that Brooks might be able to 
help on that front. 

They took me up on the offer, so Bob 
Mete (our emergency light and exit sign 
seminar instructor) and I got to work. 
With products donated by Brooks and 
a rolling display from FES, Bob and I 
spent hours assembling everything. 
Now, in addition to learning the mini-
mum requirements for exit and egress in 

the classroom, students enjoy hands-on 
training with this fully functional mo-
bile display.

Bob and I are proud of the educational 
mockup we built, knowing that it will 
be used for teaching, demonstrations, 
student evaluations, and other educa-
tional purposes. We’re also pleased that 
what they learn from the display is what 
they will expect to see in the field as fu-
ture professionals. And it will be your 
installations that they will be comparing 
their knowledge to. That’s really cool. F
Steve Mauro is in his 35th year in the business. 
He is the Brooks territory account manager  
for Florida.

Tech Tip

Brooks Donates Training Display to Fire Science College
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Deadline Established for the Replacement 
of Restaurant Dry Chemical Systems

Feature

Meet Teresa Huntley, Brooks Account Manager
Teresa Huntley began her career in the industry with 

a sister company of Brooks Equipment in 2006. After 
developing an affinity for the fire industry, she joined the 
Brooks team as an account manager in 2010. She brought 
with her over 10 years of sales experience from various 
outside sales positions. 

As an Account Manager, Teresa works hard to make sure 
that her customers are taking advantage of all that Brooks 
can offer. From fulfilling and tracking orders, to communi-
cating up-to-date product information, she uses her knowl-
edge and experience to develop strong relationships with 
her customers.

In fact, these relationships make Teresa’s job special, “My 
customers are what make my job as an account manger so 
enjoyable, I enjoy the relationships the most, and there is 
nothing more rewarding than when customers transition 
into great business friends.”  The secret to this transition? 
“Always listening to what Brooks customers are saying, and 
each one means something to me,” says Teresa.

Relationships with customers aren’t the only ones she 

cherishes, “I work with re-
ally great people who are all 
supportive of each other and 
are truly team players”. The 
dedication to a team concept, 
with all team members, pull-
ing in the same direction, 
has allowed Teresa to become 
emotionally invested “I pride 
myself as being part of Team 
Brooks!”	she	says.

When Teresa is not devel-
oping relationships with her 
colleagues or customers, she enjoys spending time with 
her husband, Marty and daughter, Cheyenne. A native of 
Charlotte, Teresa and her family enjoy boating, fishing, and 
any other sport near the water. Teresa is also very involved 
in her daughters’ sports teams, and when there’s time left 
to spare, she enjoys painting. F

Employee Spotlight

NFPA 96, Standard for Ventilation 
Control and Fire Protection of Com-
mercial Cooking Operations, was re-
cently updated. The newly released 
2014 edition has a requirement that 
impacts old dry chemical systems. Ef-
fective January 1, 2014, all automatic 
fire extinguishing systems for the pro-
tection of commercial cooking equip-
ment are required to meet ANSI/UL 
300, Standard for Fire Testing of Fire 
Extinguishing Systems for the Protec-
tion of Commercial Cooking Equipment 
(2005, revised 2010), or an equivalent 
standard. This means that existing 
pre-engineered dry chemical systems 
protecting this hazard will need to be 
removed and replaced.

Pre-engineered wet chemical fire 
suppression systems that are listed to 
UL 300 are the most common means 

for protecting commercial cooking 
equipment, because they are effec-
tive, reliable, and economical. They 
are also the only pre-engineered sys-
tems that meet the stringent listing 

criteria of this Underwriters Labo-
ratories fire test standard. For these 
reasons, any restaurant looking to re-
place an existing dry chemical system 
will most likely request the installa-
tion of a UL 300 wet chemical system.

Fire inspectors and fire equipment 
installers now have a document that 
can be used to convince restaurant 
owners and managers to upgrade fire 
protection and improve safety for res-
taurant workers and customers. The 
reference for this deadline is NFPA 
96, 2014 edition, paragraph 10.2.3.2. 
NFPA issued the updated standard on 
August 1, 2013, with an effective date 
of August 21, 2013. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, Mas-
sachusetts office and a member of the NFPA 
96 Technical Committee. Copyright © 2014, all 
rights reserved.

By Mark Conroy

Example of a wet chemical system.
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Get More Privileges At Brooks!

New System Pictograms!

Available to Rewards Members only, the “Rewards Technician Series” is a 
monthly publication with code updates, educational information, directions, and tips. It’s 
a great way to increase your industry knowledge, helping you to better service your customers. 
In addition, you’ll continue to get members-only prices and guaranteed availability on technician training 
classes. For more information, visit us online at brooksequipment.com or call your Account Manager today!

NEW
More System Parts, and They’re Easier to Find!
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Every year, Brooks Equipment works hard to provide you with more of the products you need to serve your 
customers.  Another great example of this can be found in our new 2014 Brooks Equipment Catalog.  Besides stocking 
more parts than ever before, we have significantly expanded our restaurant system parts and components. In addition, 
we have reorganized Section 12 of our catalog to make it easier and faster to find and select the parts you need.  This 
new reorganization adds pictograms, so you’ll know exactly what you need and where it goes.

With our expanded inventory, reorganized system section, and nationwide distribution centers, you have fast access 
to restaurant system parts.

Fig 1 • Control Heads
• Agent Cylinders
• Cartridges and Caps
• Chemical
• Microswitches

Fig 2 • Nozzles
• Nozzle Caps

Fig 3 • Detectors

Fig 4 • Corner Pulleys

Fig 5 • Gas Valves and  
Accessories

Fig 6 • Remote Pull 
Stations


