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Starting with this issue, we are going 

to review code requirements each 

quarter that we all should know about.  In 

this issue, we explore extinguishers for 

fueling facilities and vehicle repair garages.  

You probably knew extinguishers were 

required, but knowing the right types, sizes 

and travel distances gives you a leg up on 

your competition. 

In the article, our codes expert reviews the 

NFPA standard on this topic.  Your customers 

expect you to know the codes.  Compare 

our review to your knowledge and you’ll 

be encouraged to do extinguisher installs at 

these facilities with confidence and you’ll 

know your customers are getting the best 

advice, quality products, and the service 

they deserve.

Extinguisher Requirements 
We All Should Know

See Page 3

Hot Topics
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President’s Letter

By Mark Conroy
Article 1

Dear Valued Brooks Customer,

It’s 2015 and I’m really excited about all the new things we’ll be bringing you, like our latest 
full-color catalog. It’s loaded, cover to cover, with all of the top-quality products you need, 
plus a number of new ones you need to explore. Plus we’ll be offering new benefits to Rewards 
Members, so be sure to sign up now, if you’re not a member already.

We’ll also be launching the new Brooks Learning Center, an online resource for fire safety and 
fire equipment education. It will offer a comprehensive collection of training modules as well as 
tips, and how-to resources for Fire Equipment Dealers. It will also have a Public Safety section, 
for the general public, to help better educate them. It’s truly an amazing site and one you won’t 
want to miss so keep a lookout.

In closing, I’d like to direct your attention to a new feature in Hot Topics – ”Did You Know?”. This first installment deals 
with NFPA 30A...simply a must read. And remember, too, our technical experts work extra hard to provide you with this 
valuable content that supports your business.

Thank you for choosing Brooks.

Sincerely,

Tim Foughty 
President

Brooks Tracks and Participates in the 
Development of NFPA Standards

Much is happening in the world of codes and standards 
that impacts your business. Brooks not only tracks changes 
to codes and standards, but we actively participate in the 
process. Here is an update of activities related to changes to 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) documents 
that impact your business.

NFPA has entered the following documents into the Fall 
2016 revision cycle:

•	 NFPA 10, Standard on Portable Fire Extinguishers, 2013
•	 NFPA 17, Standard on Dry Chemical Extinguishing   

 Systems, 2013
•	 NFPA 17A, Standard on Wet Chemical Extinguishing  

 Systems, 2013
•	 NFPA 96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire   

 Protection of Commercial cooking Operations, 2014
Previously, NFPA 17 and 17A were a year out of sync 

with NFPA 96, but the NFPA Standards Council, which 
oversees all of the standards writing activities, pushed 
them up one year to match the NFPA 96 cycle. This was 
done to allow the two committees to correlate requirements 
and eliminate duplication. 

Additionally, NFPA 10 was in the Fall 2015 revision cycle 
and was moved to the Fall 2016 revision cycle by the NFPA 
Standards Council. New editions for all four standards are 
planned for 2017.

Brooks is a member of the Fire Equipment Manufacturers 
Association (FEMA) and participates on FEMA committees 
that develop and submit Public Input (previously public 
proposals) to these NFPA committees. A FEMA meeting was 
held in Naples, FL on November 22-24, 2014 to further refine 
the FEMA submittals. All four documents have a Public 
Input closing date of January 5, 2015 and FEMA submitted 
a number of recommended changes to these standards.

As these NFPA standards move through the revision 
process, we plan to actively participate and promote 
positions that will have a positive impact on your business. 
Future updates are planned so that you, our customer, can 
stay abreast of important changes taking place with these 
industry standards. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office and a member of the 
NFPA 10, 17/17A, and 96 committees.
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Did You Know?

By Mark Conroy

Portable fire extinguishers are 
required at every facility that 

dispenses fuel into vehicles and every 
vehicle repair garage. That is according 
to NFPA 30A, Code for Motor Fuel Dis-
pensing Facilities and Repair Garages, 
which applies to motor fuel dispensing 
facilities, marine type fuel dispensing 
facilities, and fuel dispensing facilities 
located inside buildings. That code also 
applies at fleet vehicle fueling facilities, 
fuel farms, motor vehicle repair garages, 
and isolated construction sites. NFPA 
30A is a widely adopted code, due to 
the fire hazards and associated risks of 
handling and dispensing of flammable 
liquids around motor vehicles.

All Fuel Dispensing  
Facilities and Vehicle  
Repair Garages

According to NFPA 30A, every mo-
tor fuel dispensing facility or repair 
garage is required to have portable 
fire extinguishers that are selected, in-
stalled, inspected, and maintained in 
accordance with NFPA 10, Standard 
for Portable Fire Extinguishers. 

For indoor applications, extinguish-
ers rated for Class A fires need to be 
uniformly installed throughout each 
floor of the building, based on the 
maximum area to be protected per 
extinguisher, and located so that the 
maximum travel distances does not ex-
ceed 75 ft. Additionally, Class B rated 
extinguishers need to be installed to 
match the hazard, wherever flammable 
or combustible liquids are stored or 

dispensed. Multi-purpose dry chemi-
cal extinguishers are permitted to sat-
isfy both requirements provided the 
extinguisher ratings are adequate for 
all hazards. 

Vehicle Repair Garages
Specifically, NFPA 30A requires each 

vehicle repair garage to be provided 
with fire extinguishers, but refers to 
NFPA 10 for selection and placement. 
Extinguishers would, therefore, be 
needed for building protection (Class 
A Hazards) to match the combustibles 
hazards and Extra Hazard for Class B 
(spill fire), if there is a potential for 5 
gallons or more of flammable liquids 
in an area or room. For Extra Hazard, 
NFPA 10 requires a 40-B rated extin-
guisher to be within 30 ft of those ar-
eas. Alternately, an 80-B unit could be 
up to 50 ft away.

Outdoor Fueling Operations
All gas stations and marine facilities, 

where boats pull up to be refueled, are 
required to have portable fire extin-
guishers. Extinguishers for the dispens-
ing areas are required, according to the 
Extra Hazard requirements for Class B 
hazards (40-B units at 30 ft travel dis-
tance). An exception in NFPA 30A al-
lows the travel distance to an 80-B rated 
extinguisher to be up to 100 ft.

Self-Serve Gas Stations
In addition to the extinguisher 

requirements for all outdoor fueling fa-
cilities, there are special requirements 

for attendants at self-service motor 
fuel dispensing facilities. Self-service 
dispensing facilities are properties 
where fuel is dispensed into vehi-
cle fuel tanks by persons other than 
the facility attendant. NFPA 30A re-
quires an attendant on duty when 
the gas station is open for business. 
The primary duty of the attendant  
is to “supervise, observe, and con-
trol” the dispensing of fuels. Specifi-
cally, the attendant is responsible for 
the following: 

•	 Prevention	of	fuel	being	dispensed 
 into unapproved containers

•	 Controlling	sources	of	ignition
•	 Activation	of	emergency	controls	

 to stop the flow of fuel 

Extinguishers Are Required 
at Fueling and Vehicle  
Repair Facilities

Continued on page 5

AX760
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Feature Article

By Mark Conroy

Continued on page 5

Protecting the Eyes  
of Employees

Your employees are your most 
valuable assets, so providing 

them with protection from hazards is 
critical. And one of the most impor-
tant and least expensive investments 
in their safety is in safety glasses. The 
best policy is to buy the ones that your 
employees will wear. But let’s take a 
closer look.

The two main reasons for wearing 
safety glasses are to prevent injuries 
from flying objects and chemical ex-
posure hazards. Although eye injuries 
can still happen, even if safety glasses 
are worn, safety glasses limit the oc-
currence of injury events and help 
limit their severity. 

Although the federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) allows the employer to pro-
vide one pair of safety glasses for each 
work station, rather than buying an 
individual pair for each employee, 
nobody likes wearing someone else’s 
personal protective equipment—be it 
hard hats, ear muffs, or safety glasses. 
Plus shared equipment tends not to get 
maintained; instead it gets scratched, 
broken, or lost. So the best policy is to 
get a pair of safety glasses for each em-
ployee and provide a lens cleaning sta-
tion so that they can keep them clean. 
Also make sure you have an eyewash 

station and eyewash products available 
for immediate first aid use, in the event 
of chemical contact with the eye.

Safety Goggles
Some of the best protection for the 

eyes, from flying objects and chemi-
cal injuries, is wearing safety goggles. 
These come in two varieties—good 
and better. 

•	 Brooks	 P/N	 EW201:	 These	 safety	
goggles are good. They have a soft 
frame, holes for ventilation, and a 
wide one-piece plastic lens.

•	 Brooks	 P/N	 EW241:	 These	 safety	
goggles are better. That’s because 
they are more comfortable, fit over 
most prescription glasses, have an 
anti-fog lens, and a wide adjust-
able strap. Plus they can be worn 
with a half-mask respirator.

Both have passed the stringent ANSI 
Z87.1 safety testing and filter 99% of 
U.V. radiation.

 

Magnifier Safety Glasses 
(Reading Glasses)

If you have employees that wear 
reading glasses, then consider offering 
the Crews Bearkat® magnifier safety 
glasses. These have a special magni-
fier in the lower part of the lens for 

each eye. And all you need is your em-
ployee’s magnification to match it with 
the number on the Crews Bearkat lens  
(diopters 1.0 – 2.5). They come with 
clear	or	gray	 lenses/temples	and	meet	
ANSI Z87.1 and filter 99% of U.V. ra-
diation. Remember that safety glasses 
with corrective lenses should only be 
worn by the employee for whom they 
were ordered. They should never be 
shared with others.

Lens Cleaning Station
Employees wearing dirty safety 

glasses can be dangerous, so make 
sure you have a lens cleaning station. 
These are inexpensive and essential for 
safety. The MCR Safety lens cleaning 
station is ideal for keeping safety 
glasses clean in the workplace. It 
contains an 8 oz bottle of anti-fog, anti-
static, cleaning agent that is specially 
formulated for cleaning the lenses of 
safety glasses. It also contains 300 tis- 
sues. What could be safer and easier?

LCS1

BKH10C

“...safety glasses 
limit the occurrance 
of injury events  
and help limit  
their severity.”
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Feature Article

Continued from page 4

Eyewash Station
The Pureflow 1000 eyewash station 

is a self-contained emergency eyewash 
unit (no plumbing connection). It is easy 
to install and, upon activation, it gently 
sprays saline eye solution from factory-
sealed cartridges (sold separately). The 
device is designed to provide a flushing 
spray, at a specific flow rate and stream 
height, for a full 15 minutes. The saline 
fluid cartridges need to be replaced ev-
ery two years too.

Immediate Eyewash  
First Aid

Eyesaline® sterile isotonic saline  
solution bottles should be strategi-
cally placed throughout the work-
place, wherever chemical exposure  
to the eyes could occur. Similar to 
fire extinguishers, these bottles need  
to be mounted in special brackets 
on the wall. The single or double 
bottle plastic brackets and Eyesaline  
saline solution bottles are called  
“wall stations”.

Eyewash Signage
Every emergency eyewash 

station and wall station 
must have a sign posted to 
identify the location. The 
signs are available as flush 
mount	 (Brooks	 P/N	 RP176)	
or	 stand	 out	 (Brooks	 P/N	
PTD176). Signs must be 
located near the stations and 
be easily seen from across 
the room.

A Final Word 
of Advice

Providing eye protection 
and emergency eyewash fa-
cilities makes sense from a 
safety standpoint. It also 
shows you care about your 
employees. Buying safety 
glasses that the employees 

will wear will make your purchase 
worthwhile. But remember, they will 
only be effective if employees like and 
wear them. 

Safety glasses prevent injuries, but 
eye injuries can still happen. Safety 
glasses will help limit those occur-
rences and the severity of injuries, so 
it is imperative to get a pair of safety 
glasses or safety goggles for each em-
ployee and provide a lens cleaning sta-
tion to keep them clean. In the event 
of chemical contact with the eye, you 
also need to have an eyewash station 
and eyewash products available for  
immediate use. 

Employees are your most valuable 
assets. These products will pay off in 
fewer and less severe injuries and your 
employees will appreciate you because 
you care. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office. Copyright © 2015, all rights reserved.

•	 Notification	of	emergency	services 
 including the local fire department 

•	 Handling	of	accidental	spills	
•	 Use	of	portable	fire	extinguishers	in 

 the event of a spill or fire emergency
The National Fire Protection Asso-

ciation developed and maintains this 
code to provide a reasonable level of 
safety and an acceptable degree of fire 
protection from the hazards. The por-
table fire extinguishers are required to 
be installed as a first line of defense for 
incipient fires and are intended to cope 
with fires of limited size. 

The owner of the property, where 
the fire extinguishers are located,  
has an obligation for the care and  
use of the extinguishers at all times. 
The property owner is responsible for 
recognizing the hazards and planning 
in advance the means and equipment 
that a fire will be fought. The owner 
must also ensure that everyone knows 
how to call emergency services, includ-
ing the fire department in the event of 
a fuel spill or fire emergency. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers.

This is the first report in a series on codes and 
standards that address portable fire extin-
guishers for specific applications. Each topic is 
investigated and source documents reviewed to 
provide our customers with the best informa-
tion in an easy-to-comprehend format. These 
reports are intended to improve your business 
revenues while ensuring safety and compliance to 
the codes. Although opinions contained in these 
articles are the personal opinions of the authors, 
and do not necessarily represent the official posi-
tion of Brooks or the organizations responsible 
for the codes, every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy of the information provided. Copyright 
© 2015, all rights reserved.

Continued from page 3

1000ES
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Fires at buildings under construc-
tion or demolition sites are not only 
possible, but they happen frequently. 
In part, because of a series of recent 
fires in buildings under construc-
tion, the International Code Council 
(ICC) held a meeting on July 31, 2014 
at their Washington, DC office. In a 
news release issued by ICC, subse-
quent to the meeting, they announced 
the attendees (including National 
Association of Home Builders and 
National Multifamily Housing Council) 
determined that “educating construc-
tion workers and property owners and 

managers on existing safety measures 
is one of the best ways to combat fires 
in buildings under construction.”1 

A July 2014 report by the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
also supports the need for focusing 
on the fire problem at construction 
and demolition sites.2 That report ana-
lyzed fires in residential properties 
(excluding one- and two-family dwell-
ings) under construction or undergo-
ing major renovations over a five-year 
period. According to the study, there 
were an estimated 830 construction 
fires, causing 12 civilian and 70 fire-
fighter injuries with $56M in damaged 

property annually. Additionally, there 
were an estimated 400 fires annually 
for renovations. It is estimated those 
fires resulted in one fatality and eight 
civilian and 60 firefighter injuries, 
with an estimated $17 million in dam-
aged property (annually).

The clearest, most robust, and fre-
quently adopted fire safety require-
ments on the topic are contained in 
NFPA 241, Standard for Safeguarding 
Construction, Alteration, and Demolition 
Operations. That document provides 
requirements for “First-Aid Fire-
Fighting Equipment” in chapter 7. 
It mandates the selection, distribu-
tion, and maintenance of portable fire 
extinguishers be in accordance with 
NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire 
Extinguishers. Also, all non-sprin-
klered sheds, storerooms, and tool-
rooms that are within, or adjacent, 
to buildings under construction or 
on demolition sites must have fire 
extinguishers commensurate with 
the hazards, which always includes 
combustibles and very often flam-
mable and combustible liquids and 
gases. Additionally, NFPA 241 requires 
that an extinguisher be added to each 
usable stairway on every floor in the 
event that combustible materials and 
trash can accumulate near exit access-
es. According to NFPA 241, porta-
ble fire extinguishers must also be 
installed on any self-propelled equip-
ment at buildings under construction 
or on demolition sites.

For buildings under construction or 
at demolition sites, temporary portable 
fire extinguishers should be installed 
securely on hangers, in cabinets, or on 
portable stands (designed for the extin-
guishers). Signs used to indicate fire 
extinguisher locations should be post-

ed in close proximity to the extinguish-
er and be visible from the normal path 
of travel. Additionally, fire extinguish-
ers that are subject to theft, malicious 
use, or vandalism should be installed  
in locked cabinets that include a 
means of emergency access, such as 
a cabinet with a breakable panel and  
striker hammer.

According to the ICC and NFPA 
studies, there is a need to focus atten-
tion on reducing the frequency of fires 
and losses attributed to fires at build-
ings under construction or on demoli-
tion sites. Although the fire protection 
strategies are understood, and for the 
most part practiced by construction 
workers and property owners and 
managers, there is still a need for edu-
cation, as identified in the ICC round-
table recommendations. Additionally, 
adequate planning and provisioning of 
safety equipment, including portable 
fire extinguishers, is needed. When a 
fire breaks out and immediate action 
is taken, according to written plans, 
fire-related injuries, deaths, and prop-
erty losses can be reduced. This is not 
only the goal of ICC and NFPA, but 
as suppliers of safety equipment, it is 
ours too. F
References:

1. Steve Daggers. “Industry Experts 
Target Using Best Practices, Educational 
Opportunities to Combat Fires in Buildings 
under Construction”. International Code Council 
News Release. International Code Council, 
Washington, DC. 20 Aug. 2014. Internet.

2. Richard Campbell. “Fires In Residential 
Properties Under Construction Or Undergoing 
Major Renovation Other Than One- Or Two-
Family Homes”. National Fire Protection 
Association Statistical Research Report. 
National Fire Protection Association, Quincy, 
MA. July 2014. Print.

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA 96 Committee.

A Recent Focus on Fires at Buildings 
Under Construction and Demolition Sites
By Mark Conroy

“...educating con-
struction workers 
and property own-
ers and mangers 
is one of the best 
ways to combat 
fires in buildings  
under contruction.”
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Tech Tip

Meet Josh Ray, Account Manager
to be someone they can re-
ally talk to—be it business 
or ball games. “My customers 
are awesome and make my job 
fun. I love the wide range of 
people I have the opportunity 
to interact with,” says Josh. 

When Josh is not working 
diligently to cultivate his cus-
tomer relationships, he enjoys 
spending time with his friends 
and family. You can usually 
find him outside running, 

Prior to joining Brooks Equipment, in August 2012, Josh 
Ray was a sales representative for Total Quality Logistics. 
With a desire to establish a long-term career, he landed a job 
as an Account Manager for Brooks. While Brooks constitutes 
his first step into the Fire Protection Industry, Total Qual-
ity Logistics had a similar fast-paced environment that has 
served him well in his current role. 

As a Brooks Account Manager, Josh primarily focuses on 
serving his customers. He takes their orders and follows up 
on their quotes, working to build lasting relationships with 
each and every one of them. Josh is happy to be part of the 
Brooks family too. “My favorite part of Brooks is the team 
atmosphere. We are always busy, but everyone here is will-
ing to jump in and help out,” he says. 

But, again, Josh’s customers are his number one priority 
at Brooks. He tries to put himself in their shoes, trying to 
understand what it is they need, then doing everything he 
can to help them fulfill it. At the end of the day, he wants 

Employee Spotlight

playing golf (both conventional and disc), or tennis. An-
other one of his passions is serving high school students as 
a Young Life Leader as well as a Youth Group leader at his 
church. He also spends time going on mission trips every 
year and hopes to return to Uganda in 2015. F

When it comes to the gas supply for cooking appliances, 
electrical gas valves must comply with the same shutdown 
requirements as mechanical gas valves, according to NFPA 
96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of 
Commercial Cooking Operations. This standard requires all 
sources of fuel and electrical power, that produce heat to 
protected appliances, be automatically shut off when the 
extinguishing system is actuated.

For a restaurant with an electric gas valve, a reset relay 
must also be installed to comply with NFPA 96. The reason 
is to prevent the unintended restoration of the gas supply, 
possibly reigniting the fire. After recharging the suppres-
sion system, the gas to the appliances can be restored after 
pushing the manual reset button. This meets the NFPA 96 
manual reset requirement.

The UL listed Brooks reset relays are specifically designed 
to comply with the NFPA 96 requirements and to be com-
patible with our selection of electrical gas valves. Remem-
ber, each gas valve must be selected to match the power 
supply and the gas line pipe size. 

NFPA 96 requires the automatic shutdown of the gas 
supply to not only prevent the cooking oil from heating 

RESET RELAYS

P/N RESET RELAY

SRR 110-120 VAC

SRR24 24 VDC

ELECTRICAL GAS VALVES  
(110 VAC)

P/N RESET RELAY

GVC75 3/4”

GVC100 1”

GVC125 1 1/4”

GVC150 1 1/2”

GVC200 2”

GVC250 2 1/2”

GVC300 3”

ELECTRICAL GAS VALVES  
(24 VDC)

P/N RESET RELAY

GVC24100 1”

GVC24125 1 1/4”

GVC24150 1 1/2”

GVC24200 2”

further but to allow the oil to cool below its re-ignition 
temperature. Your customers expect code-compliant in-
stallations, and pairing our electrical gas valves with 
Brooks reset relays will not only be code compliant but 
will also ensure continued safety in the event of an un-
wanted kitchen fire.F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office and a member of the 
NFPA 96 Committee.

Electrical Gas Valves and Reset Relays 
for Kitchen Appliances
By Mark Conroy

Josh Ray
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For more information on these featured products, visit brooksequipment.com.

NEW
Blind Compression Seals

Emergency Shower/Eyewash 
Inspection TagSelf-Adhesive Vinyl FX Signs

These new EXIT/EMERGENCY	LIGHTS	perform monthly, 
biannual, and annual tests and meet electrical and life 
safety codes. Features include flame-retardant, high-impact 
thermoplastic housing; a solid-state charger; universal 
mounting; push-to-test switch; low-voltage disconnect; 
LED indicator; and 
universal pop-out 
chevrons.	120	VAC/	
277 VAC. Five-year 
limited warranty.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, Brooks 
Equipment Company, LLC expressly disclaims any liability for errors or omissions. The user of this article or the product(s) is responsible for verifying the information’s 
accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.

Product Gallery

NEW
Cabinet/Stand

NEW
Self-Diagnostic Red LED  
Exit/Emergency Lights

2015 © Brooks Equipment Company, LLC

January
15th – Cincinnati, OH
29th – Miami, FL
February
5th – Orange County/San Diego, CA
12th – Richmond, VA
March
4th – Las Vegas, NV
19th – Charlotte, NC
To register, visit www.brooksequipment.com

E-Light
Seminars

The CABINET/STAND is ideal for 
jobsites, project areas, and remote 
locations.	 It	 features	 rust/fade-
proof/fire-retardant	 materials	 that	
meet Cal and OSHA requirements. 
And it comes with handles, scored 
break front, cylinder lock, heavy-
duty rubber base, and decals. 
43”H	x	20”W	x	20”D.	White/Red.

Brooks’ EMERGENCY SHOWER & 
EYEWASH INSPECTION TAGS meet 
ANSI Z358.1-2009 requirements, 
making them a perfect solution to 
emergency shower and eyewash 
equipment inspection. Tags are 
made from non-coated 13pt stock 
with reinforced eyelets. 3” x 51/2”.
White with green print. Priced and 
sold per 100.

Self-adhesive VINYL 
SIGNS are silk screened 
with UV inks, then clear 
laminated for durability and 
fade resistance. Mounting 
surface must be clean, dry, 
smooth, and non-porous. 
To mount these on a porous 
surface, such as brick or 
concrete block, use our 
Sign On! aerosol adhesive.

BLIND COMPRESSION GREASE-TITE ADAPTERS. These 
enable a single tech to create a grease-tight seal in pipe or 
EMT conduit, accessable at one side only. They also eliminate 

the need for cutting or 
threading	 the	 pipe/tube	
from the penetration point 
while conforming to NFPA 
96, 17, & 17A requirements.  
UL listed.

FGSWC10
QSA15, QSA16, QSA17

EWTAG

BL119
BL185

LED4SDT


