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From Team Brooks

Fire Trivia

Dear Friend,

We hope that everyone had a great holiday season and is as happy as we are to welcome in the New Year. To start off, this 
year, Brooks is celebrating its 75th anniversary. There have been many changes since our doors opened in 1941, including 
steady growth throughout the ‘40s, ’50s, and ‘60s; moving our headquarters to Charlotte, NC in the ‘70s; and expanding 
our product line, services, and warehouse locations over the past few decades to better serve you. Throughout all of this 
change though, one thing remains constant—our commitment to offer quality products and provide outstanding service. 
It has been our commitment for 75 years and we still promise to fulfill it today.

This year we will also be bringing you the 75th Anniversary edition of our catalog and calendar where we commemorate 
how the industry has changed over the decades and how Brooks has seen it all. The desk calendar highlights some 
significant moments in the industry over the 75 years, and our new catalog contains over 6,000 products. (Remember, you 
also have access to 200,000+ non-catalog products.)

Thank you for trusting Brooks to provide the best in quality products and services. Your loyalty is what has made the past 
75 years possible and we look forward to continue working together in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Team Brooks

Why Are Dalmatians Considered Firehouse Dogs?
When fire trucks were still horse drawn, nearly every firehouse had a resident Dalmatian. The Dalmatian’s 

job was to direct the horses, keep the horses company, and guard the fire station. Nowadays, they are firehouse 
mascots or just icons of the fire service.

Why Are Fires Different Colors?
The color of a fire’s flame depends on several different conditions, 

including temperature, chemical composition, and the amount of oxygen 
present. When more oxygen is present, the flames tend to be hotter with 
the hotter parts of the flame being whitish-blue and the cooler parts 
having more of an orange color. The chemical composition also effects 
how a flame looks, since each element has its own characteristic color. 

How Do Wildland Fires Spread?
There are three different ways that wildland fires spread: Ground Fires - Fires that burn beneath the surface 

from glowing combustion; Surface Fires - Fires that use organic matter on ground level as a fuel source; and 
Crown Fires - Fires that burn in the canopy of trees. These fires are highly dangerous, since they can travel fast 
and change direction easily with the wind.

“Celebrate what you’ve accomplished, but raise the bar a little higher  
  each time you succeed.” – Mia Hamm



1st Quarter 2016 • 3 

Legislation & Code

State Summary Status

California AB 1208 to allow any licensed contractor to be able to install and 
maintain extinguishers and extinguishing systems.

Filed April, 2015

Massachusetts HB 3475 to move a substantial amount of fire safety criteria from 
the State Building Code to the State Fire Code.

Died as session ended

Massachusetts HB 2144 to clarify which sprinkler components are covered under 
the existing fire sprinkler license program.

Died as session ended

Massachusetts HB 2095 to require any newly constructed one- and two-story 
family home to have an automatic fire sprinkler system installed.

Died as session ended

Massachusetts HB 3841 would exempt owners of digital motion picture projectors 
from installing an extinguisher in the booth/enclosure.

Died as session ended

New York SB 6069 to reinstate fixed extinguishers at gas stations. Referred to Rules Committee

Texas HB 2426 to prohibit local jurisdictions from instituting licensing 
fees on extinguisher technicians (FEDOT Bill).

Died as session ended

Brooks continues to monitor proposed state legislative matters and code adoptions. A bill under consideration in Cali-
fornia would allow any licensed contractor to work on extinguishers and systems. Legislation in Massachusetts relates to 
sprinkler fitter licenses and installing sprinkler systems in newly constructed one- and two-story family homes. Another 
one would exempt owners of digital motion picture projection systems from having a fire extinguisher in the booth or 
enclosure at their facilities. A bill that died in Texas would have prohibited local jurisdictions from instituting licensing 
fees on extinguisher technicians. That bill is supported and being driven by Fire Equipment Distributors of Texas (FEDOT).

Additionally, three states have updated their building and fire codes. Of interest are the old 906.1 exemptions for fire 
extinguishers, which are sometimes reinserted when the new 2015 editions of the International Building Code (IBC) and 
the International Fire Code (IFC) are being adopted into state law.

Status of State Legislation and Regulation Updates as of December 2015

By Mark Conroy

Brooks Tracks State Legislation  
and Code Adoptions

State Description Comments

New Hampshire Adopted the 2015 Edition of NFPA 1. Extinguisher and system requirements in NFPA 1  
will be part of their code.

New Jersey Adopted the 2015 IBC and reinsert old  
906.1 exceptions for extinguishers.

FEMA and Brooks continue to push for deletion of 
the 906.1 exceptions.

Utah Adopted 2015 IFC without 906.1 exceptions 
for extinguishers for all occupancies except  
E (Educational).

Although the 2015 IFC contains no exceptions in  
section 906.1 for exempting extinguishers, the ex- 
ception was reinserted for Educational Occupancies.

State Building and Fire Code Adoptions
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Article 1

By Mark Conroy

Winter Fire Safety Advice Continued from cover

In the U.S., it is a fact that home 
fires spike in the winter months. The 
two major contributors causing these 
fires are cooking and heating during 
the winter. According to the National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
nearly half of all home fires occur in 
December, January, and February with 
heating equipment being the leading 
cause. Statistics developed by NFPA 
for 2011 show that heating equipment 
was involved in an estimated 53,600 re-
ported U.S. home structure fires, with 
associated losses of 400 civilian deaths, 
1,520 civilian injuries, and $893 mil-
lion in direct property damage. These 
fires accounted for 14% of all reported 
home fires1. Using proper cooking and 
heating equipment, making sure that 
equipment is in good working order, 
and installing early-warning devices 
will help reduce the number of inju-
ries and fatalities this winter. Below 
are tips and safety advice that you can 
use and share with your customers.

Smoke Alarms
Smoke alarms are an important 

safety product for every home. They 
provide an early warning of a fire and 
allow valuable evacuation time. Ac-
cording to NFPA, about two-thirds of 
fire deaths occur in homes where there 
are no smoke alarms, where batteries 
have been removed from the devices, 

or where the batteries are 
dead. There are tragic deaths 
reported almost daily where 
alarms could have made a 
difference.

Carbon Monoxide 
Alarms

Carbon monoxide is also a 
serious threat in the winter 
months. Carbon monoxide 
is called the “invisible killer”, because 
it is odorless, colorless, and extremely 
poisonous. All fuel-burning heating 
appliances, including furnaces and 
fireplaces, are a potential source of 
carbon monoxide. Having those appli-
ances serviced at the beginning of the 
home heating season is essential, but 
installing carbon monoxide detectors 
is considered equally important.

Space Heaters
The risk of fires also increases with 

the use of space heaters. Space heat-
ers are supplemental heating devices 
to heat small areas in the home that 
tend to get colder than other areas. 
They should be placed on flat and level 
floors and never on carpets. A good 
rule of thumb is to make sure they are 
at least three feet from curtains, furni-
ture, and similar combustible materi-
als. Avoid installing them in high traf-
fic areas and make sure kids and pets 
can’t easily access them. Additionally, 
never leave a space heater plugged in 
when you go to bed at night.

As we head into the winter months 
when the danger of fires increases, 
home fire safety becomes paramount. 
It is important to have heating equip-
ment serviced before the winter sea-
son and to use space heaters correctly. 
Home fires are preventable, but if one 
occurs, having the right early-warning 

equipment installed and in good 
working order will help families get 
out safely. Sharing this information 
with your family and customers is the 
best way to improve fire safety in the 
home and reduce injuries and fatali-
ties that could result from a home fire 
this winter.
References:

1. NFPA’s Safety Information website:  
http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/ 
for-consumers/causes/heating

Facts and Figures 
(Based on 2007-2011 annual averages)

•	 Space heaters, whether portable or 
stationary, accounted for one-third 
(33%) of home heating fires and 
four out of five (81%) of home heat-
ing fire deaths.

•	 The leading factor contributing to 
home heating fires (28%) was fail-
ure to clean, principally creosote 
from solid-fueled heating equip-
ment, primarily chimneys.

•	 Placing things that can burn too 
close to heating equipment was the 
leading ignition factor in fatal home 
heating fires and accounted for 
more than half (53%) of home heat-
ing fire deaths.

•	 Half (50%) of all home heating fires 
occurred in December, January, and 
February.

FreeImages.com/BernAltman

Continued on page 6
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Feature Article

The first issue of xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
was published in 1987. The Bugle was 
a fun way for BECO (Brooks Equipment 
Company) to connect with its custom-
ers and promote products. The fun 
aspects of the Bugle involved a comic 
strip featuring Captain BECO and his 
faithful companion, “Wonder Dog”. 
Captain BECO was a super hero whose 
stated purpose was the 
advancement of the fire 
protection industry. He 
worked hard to thwart 
his arch enemy, Rag N. 
Tag, who went around 
doing “fire protection” 
the wrong way. In ad-
dition to these playful 
comic strips, the Bugle 
included an editorial 
from company Presi-
dent Tom Neal, a mix 
of new product adver-
tisements/listings, and 
some information on Brooks personnel.

In 1992 the Bugle began a transfor-
mation. While it still included fun ele-
ments, like a Christmas Tree with the 
ornaments being Brooks employees, it 
began to include more articles whose 
primary goal was to inform as opposed 
to sell. This was characterized by 
pieces like ProfitMakers, which visu-
ally highlighted opportunities for Fire 
Technicians to increase their sales at 
each stop or articles explaining chang-
ing HAZMAT regulations and training. 
Advertising new products was still a 
central part of the Bugle, but Brooks 
began to differentiate itself from other 
suppliers by becoming “Your Partner 
in the Fire Industry” (sub-header of  
the Bugle).

For a period of time, after the Bugle 
was discontinued, Brooks did not have 
a newsletter. In 2002, when Brooks 
recognized a need for timely, accu-
rate, and informative information, Hot 

Topics was born. The early iterations 
of Hot Topics promoted the vital role 
of Fire Extinguishers by publishing 
successful uses of extinguishers in the 
news. They also served as a reliable 
way to announce associations’ confer-
ences, changes in the industry, and the 
always loved, A Chief’s Perspective, 
which was written by Darrell “Hoa-

gie” Harguth and 
contained valuable 
information, ranging 
from Codes and Stan-
dards to Emergency 
Response. In contrast 
to the Bugle, the pri-
mary goal of Hot Top-
ics was to promote 
the industry and pro-
vide informative and 
educational content. 
In 2006, Hot Topics 
started to include a 
product gallery at the 

back to highlight new products that 
Brooks carried.

Hot Topics today presents itself as 
a tool and source for the latest news, 
views, and changes happening in our 
industry. Its layout and design has 
undergone a sig-
nificant transfor-
mation, becoming 
much more mod-
ern and up-to-
date. It includes 
technical pieces 
and regular Did 
You Know, Tech 
Tips, and Track-
ing State Regula-
tions articles—all 
designed to up-
date, educate, and 
inform. It also fea-
tures a letter from 
Team Brooks, which provides a timely 
update on products, services, and the 

goings-on at Brooks. Hot Topics has be-
come one of our greatest projects, be-
cause we believe in the value it brings 
and are grateful for the positive re-

sponse we have received 
through the years.

Thank you for taking 
a few moments to reflect 
on how Brooks’ Newslet-
ters have changed over 
the years. We work hard 
to achieve our goal of be-
ing more than just your 
vendor. We demonstrate 
dedication to that goal 
through the articles and 
tools we provide in pub-
lications like Hot Top-
ics. By doing this, we 
hope that you continue 

to trust and appreciate the service that 
we deliver. F

Continued from cover

 The BECO Bugle

Volume 5, Number 3, June 1, 1992

                        Hot Topics Through The Years

Captain BECO, May, 1989
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Tech Tip
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By John Wilmowski

The new guy on the job learns the trade by 
following and watching you. After all, you 
are the experienced technician and the ap-
prentice technician is learning by watching 
and listening to you. Although you know 
what you’re doing, your objectives may not 
be so obvious in the eyes of an apprentice. 
He is following you around and will just 
repeat whatever he sees you doing. The re-
sponsible thing is to not only show the new 
guy what to do, but you also need to explain 
why you’re doing it so that the result is a 
safe, reliable, working extinguisher. Here 
are some common things that an apprentice 
sees and the explanation that you should 
provide for performing these common tasks.

What the apprentice technician sees:
You take an extinguisher off a hanger and 

wipe it clean with a rag.

What you need to tell the apprentice technician:
All portable fire extinguishers require an external exami-

nation on an annual basis. The main reason for the external 
examination is to check the physical condition of each ex-
tinguisher on the property. This is done to identify physical 
damage such as corrosion, gouges, or dents and other obvious 
problems. Let him know that whenever a problem is identi-
fied, the extinguisher must be taken out of service and the 
problem corrected immediately.

What the apprentice technician sees:
After you wipe the extinguisher clean, you take some time 

and look it over.

What you need to tell the apprentice technician:
Tell him you are looking over the operating instructions 

and making sure they are not damaged and are legible. Ex-
plain that extinguishers must also have a hazardous materi-
als label (HMIS) that needs to be attached securely to the 
extinguisher and readable. Let him know that you are also 
checking to determine if a 6-year internal examination or 
hydrostatic test is due.

What the apprentice technician sees:
You take the nozzle or hose off the extinguisher and put it 

back on.

What you need to tell the apprentice technician:
Let him know that you are checking the discharge port for 

damage and leaks. You are looking for cuts, cracks, or defor-
mations in the hose. You’re checking for clogged hoses and 
nozzles. You’re feeling for cross-threading or damaged threads 
as you put it back on. Tell him that any hoses, nozzles, or parts 

that are problematic need to be replaced.

What the apprentice technician sees:
You break the tamper seal and install a 

new one. Before you do, you flip up the dis-
charge lever.

What you need to tell the apprentice 
technician:

Pull pins can get stuck, due to corrosion 
or being bent. Let him know that you are 
checking the condition of the pin and cylin-
der head. You’re also checking the condition 
of the handle, operating lever, and rivets. 
And lastly, you are making sure the valve 
stem extends properly up through the top 
of the head. The last thing you do is put on 
a new tamper seal. Explain that some tam-
per seals are dated with the current year, 
and using different color seals from the ones 

removed allows for verification of tamper seal replacement. 

What the apprentice technician sees:
You take boots, foot rings, and other attachments off the 

extinguisher and put them back on.

What you need to tell the apprentice technician:
In order to do a thorough examination of extinguisher cyl-

inders, removable extinguisher boots, foot rings, and other 
removable attachments are taken off the extinguisher. This al-
lows a complete visual examination. It also permits the boots, 
foot rings, and attachments to be examined and replaced, if 
deformed or damaged.

What the apprentice technician sees:
Before you put the extinguisher back on the hanger, you 

put your reading glasses on and look closely at the hanger.

What you need to tell the apprentice technician:
The hanger must match the extinguisher so that the extin-

guisher remains in place until needed. Let him know that you 
are checking the hanger mounting fasteners to make sure they 
are the right ones and are not coming loose.

An apprentice technician is following you, the skilled tech-
nician, in order to learn the trade. Your job is to show and 
tell…don’t just show him what to do. Tell him what you’re 
doing and why you are doing it. Someday the apprentice will 
be in your shoes. Hopefully he will have fond memories of the 
days that he spent with you learning the trade and he will be 
able to provide the same lessons he learned from you to the 
next generation of apprentices. F
John Wilmowski is Director of Outside Sales for Brooks and works in our 
Phoenix, AZ office, when he is not on the road. Copyright © 2013, all rights 
reserved. Brooks Tech Tips can be reproduced with permission from Brooks.

Apprentice Technicians Don’t Always Get It!
Provide Apprentices with Reasons for Tasks Performed
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As you know, there have 
been unexpected wildland 
fires this Spring in areas where 
such fires typically don’t occur. 
We have had Spring in the 
Winter, Winter in the Spring 
and overly hot summers. Our 
climate is upside-down. Is this 
global warming? We don’t 
know, but now is a great time 
to get prepared to deal with 
this new weather phenomenon.

Being prepared will require 
that we take some measures for 
safeguarding our properties 
from fire. Here are some good 
fire prevention practices:

•  Clean-up your properties 
by removing combustible 
debris.

•  Remove dead trees and tree 
branches.

•  Maintain a clean fire 
break with a  minimum 50’ 
width around the perimeter 
of the property and buildings 
if possible (no dead grass or 
other dry vegetation). Where 
possible, this fire break should 
be increased to 100’.

•  Provide pre-connected 
100’-length of garden hoses 
supplied from a reliable water 

source at multiple locations.
•  Buildings should have a 

fire-retardant (Class A) roof 
covering.

•  Always have a minimum 
of one properly rated and 
fully charged portable fire 
extinguisher available in each 
building.

Remember, in many rural 
areas you may be providing 
the only fire suppression in the 
critical early stages of a fire, 
so maximize any onsite fire 
control capabilities. If there is 
a secondary water supply, such 
as a tank, pond or river, there 
are gas engine-driven pumps 
available, along with fire 
hose that provide larger hose 
streams for firefighting.

As more and more new home 
developments are popping up 
in the urban-wildland interface 
areas, the more important it 
becomes to pay close attention 
to the six fire prevention tips 
above. A fire on your property 
can extend into the wildland 
areas, as well as fires in the 
wildland areas can extend 
onto your properties. Southern 
California’s annual fire season is 

a testimonial to the importance 
of giving serious attention to 
fire safety and the need for 
preparation.

The International Code 
Council (ICC) has developed an 
Urban-Wildland Interface Code 
that addresses many of these 
issues and would be a good 
reference for anyone interested 
in knowing more.

All of this, of course, takes 
planning, maintenance and 
costs money, but only you 
know how much you value 
your property.

Questions for Darrell?  He may be 
reached at dmharguth@aol.com.

Behind the Scenes

A Chief’s Perspective  by Darrell Harguth 

Destination JoySM - LAYS® and Make-
A-Wish Join Forces

The Make-A-Wish Foundation and LAY’S brand potato chips have 
joined forces to make wishes come true. Destination Joy, presented by 
LAY’S, is the MAW Foundation’s campaign to inspire and empower 
Americans to share their much-needed time, talents and resources to 
grant the wishes of children with life-threatening illnesses. Now you 
can be a part of Destination Joy and help make wishes come true.

From now until September 01, for every specially marked bag 
of LAY’S chips you redeem at www.lays.com (enter UPC code of 
purchased bag), LAY’S will donate $0.25 to MAW.

Training 
Tidbit

Proper extinguisher selec-
tion and placement gets 
the right extinguisher into 
the right place. Employers 
should take the extra step 
and offer extinguisher train-
ing to employees. When a 
fire occurs there isn’t time to 
learn how to use the extin-
guisher, and a person could 
waste valuable time while 
the fire is growing.
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FEATURE

By Mark Conroy, Brooks Equipment Company

NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extin-
guishers, was recently revised by the Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers. This 
article details the ten most significant changes 
for the 2010 edition of NFPA 10. The 2010 edi-
tion of NFPA 10 was approved as an American 
National Standard on December 5, 2009 and is 
currently available.

1. Dry Chemical Extinguishers are 
Prohibited for Protection of Delicate 
Electronic Equipment

The 2007 edition of the standard required that extinguishers 
installed for the protection of delicate electronic equipment, 
such as computers and robotics, be selected from the types 
specifically listed and labeled for Class C (electrical) hazards 
(paragraph 5.5.6). Since most extinguishers purchased for 
buildings contain dry chemical extinguishing agent, which 
are listed for Class C fires, the concern was that these extin-
guishers might inadvertently be installed for the protection 
of delicate electronic equipment without further consider-
ation for the potential interruption of business, the necessary 
extensive cleanup, and the potential corrosion problems that 
would result. To avoid these complications, NFPA 10 now 
specifically prohibits the installation of dry chemical extin-
guishers for the protection of delicate electronic equipment. 
In addition, explanatory text was added in Annex A of the 
issues regarding cleanup and the probability of corrosion if 
not addressed.

2. 27 Annual Maintenance Steps are 
Detailed

For years confusion has surrounded the monthly inspec-
tion of extinguishers performed by anyone with minimal 
understanding of extinguishers and the elaborate annual 
maintenance examination performed by extinguisher service 
technicians. Another change introduces 27 extensive steps 
as A.7.3.2 that must be followed to properly perform main-
tenance on dry chemical stored pressure hand portable fire 
extinguishers. Since these extinguishers are the predominant 
extinguishers installed throughout buildings, the revision 

focuses on this type. The main intent is to provide detailed 
information on the amount of labor involved with performing 
maintenance correctly in accordance with the extinguisher 
service manual. Users of the standard will see that 12 monthly 
quick check inspections will not suffice for the annual main-
tenance. Also, the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) is pro-
vided with the backing needed to keep unqualified people 
from tagging extinguishers for maintenance.

3. Removal of Dry Chemical Stored 
Pressure Extinguishers Manufactured 
Prior to October 1984 is Explained

The 2007 edition of the standard introduced a provision 
(4.4.1) to remove dry chemical stored pressure extinguish-
ers, manufactured prior to October 1984, from service at the 
next 6-year maintenance interval or the next hydrostatic test 
interval. This change resulted in several inquiries regarding 
the reasons for their removal. Based on the need for further 
explanation, Fred Goodnight and Craig Voelkert of Amerex 
were enlisted to write an article for NFPA Journal Online 
Exclusive (January/February, 2007). The article was widely 
distributed and became the focal point for people looking  
to make an informed decision on the need to comply with  
the requirement.

The NFPA committee used the content of the article for 
a new annex section explaining the concerns with these  
extinguishers. The concerns include new hose requirements, 
minimum discharge times, pull pin criteria and service man-
ual information. 

The committee also added text to make it clear that this 
provision does not apply to wheeled extinguishers.

4. Commercial Cooking Facilities That Use 
Cooking Oils Must Be Protected by 
Listed Class K Extinguishers

Commercial cooking facilities that use cooking oils need the 
appropriate type of extinguisher that has been tested by an 
independent laboratory. A new requirement makes it clear 
that the committee supports the new listing and any extin-
guisher without a Class K rating will need to be removed and 
replaced with a listed Class K extinguisher. Although many 
dry chemical extinguishers that were previously allowed 

Important Changes for 
the 2010 Edition of 
NFPA 1010

Continued on page 4
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Brooks Recognizes Tenured Employees

Doug Harris ................... 1976
Terri Baldwin ................. 1979
Tim Furr ........................ 1981
Tommy Edwards ............. 1983
Kenneth Madura ............ 1986
Gary Manning ................ 1986
Chris Rushing ................ 1986
Chuck Kimball ............... 1987
Larry Nickelson ............. 1987
Mark Cumber ................. 1988
Phillip Simpson .............. 1988
David Bowen II ............... 1989
John Brown  ................... 1989
Sylvia Carter .................. 1989
Jim Cornforth ................. 1989
Robert Bell Jr ................. 1990
Robert Campbell ............. 1990
Paul Hild ........................ 1990

Al Rullman .................... 1990
Jerry Taylor ................... 1991
David Neal ..................... 1993
Lisa Polito ...................... 1994
Richard Goff .................. 1995
Amy Kivett .................... 1995
James Lewis ................... 1997
Sarah McManus ............. 1997
Mike Thomas ................. 1997
Stephanie Williams ......... 1997
Eric Smith ...................... 1998
Kathy Cullop .................. 1999
Lisa Grice ....................... 1999
Bob Mete ....................... 1999
Reggie Pittman ............... 1999
Eddie Thompson ............ 1999
James Trabalka  .............. 1999
Jeff Essic ........................ 2000

Melissa McAllister .......... 2000
Son Nguyen ................... 2000
Robert Silva ................... 2000
Robert Cabazos ............... 2001
Cesar Covarrubias ........... 2001
Patricia Guevara ............. 2001
Natasha Louder .............. 2001
Royce McLain ................ 2001
Reginald Starks .............. 2001
Pam Curtis ..................... 2002
Ron Mikeska .................. 2002
Steve Nosko ................... 2002
Julio Ramirez ................. 2002
John Smith ..................... 2002
Melinda Wanke .............. 2002
Victoria Ciresi................. 2003
Ron Rice ........................ 2003
Todd Warner .................. 2003

Anthony Baker ............... 2004
Jerry Durstock ............... 2004
Roger Howard ................ 2004
Tanya Kirk ..................... 2004
Cassandra Reed .............. 2004
Margenia Tutu ................ 2004
Bert Wolfe ...................... 2004
John Bolin ...................... 2005
Dawn Edwards ............... 2005
Justin Hauck .................. 2005
Dennis Meyer ................. 2005
Mark Pucel .................... 2005
Curtis Rice ..................... 2005
David Rivera .................. 2005
Mara Roland .................. 2005
Robert Shackford ........... 2005
TJ Stevens ..................... 2005

Thank you to our employees for choosing to be a 
part of the Brooks Team!

Continued from page 4
Article 1

Home Heating Safety Tips

•	 Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from 
heating equipment, like the furnace, fireplace, wood 
stove, or portable space heater.

•	 Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and 
space heaters.

•	 Never use your oven to heat your home.

•	 Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and in-
spected every year by a qualified professional.

•	 Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the 
room or going to bed.

•	 Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the manu-
facturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

•	 Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks 
from flying into the room. Ashes should be cool before 
putting them in a metal container. Keep the container a 
safe distance away from your home.

•	 Test smoke alarms monthly. F
Source: NFPA’s “Home Fires Involving Heating Equipment” report by John 
R. Hall, Jr., October 2013.
Reproduced from NFPA’s web site, www.nfpa.org, copyright © NFPA.

Mark Conroy is an engineer in the Boston, MA office of Brooks Equipment. 
Copyright © 2016, all rights reserved.

At Brooks, we realize that it is our team that makes the 
difference. This quarter, we are proud to announce that we 
have over 70 tenured employees who have been with our 
company for more than 10 years. Not only are they knowl-
edgeable industry leaders with specialized industry exper-
tise, but they genuinely care about our customers and enjoy 
what they do each and every day. 

“I have held many different positions in the sales depart-
ment, and I love my job and the people I work with.  There 
are two things I like best; the fact that no two days are the 
same and the relationships I have developed with customers 
over the years.  Brooks and my customers are like my second 

home,” says Sarah McManus, Director of Sales Operations, 
who has been with Brooks since 1997.

Our National Sales Manager, Robert Bell, who has been 
with Brooks since 1990 says, “They [customers] all feel like 
family to me now. It’s a good feeling, because we’ve served 
each other for so long. There’s a lot of loyalty and trust that 
has built up between us.” When asked about his job, Robert 
says, “It’s the best job in the world. You couldn’t ask for a 
better job.”

Without our employees’ hard work and dedication, we 
wouldn’t be able to stand behind our promises and serve 
our customers and the industry in the ways that we do. F
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Article 2

ABC Fire Extinguisher Cost Calculator
 A Useful Sales Tool At Your Fingertips

ABC Extinguisher Calculator

Several years ago, Brooks introduced 
the ABC Extinguisher Cost Calculator, 
a tool designed to help you explain the 
cost effectiveness of fire extinguishers 
to your customers. We believe that it 
continues to be a critical tool today that 
can be used to assist in justifying the 
costs to your customers. Even though 
fire and building codes state that fire 
extinguishers are required and should 
be properly maintained, some custom-
ers may not realize that these are the 
most inexpensive and cost effective 
pieces of fire equipment. This tool uses 
a simple calculation, making it easy to 
show the overall breakdown of cost per 
square foot.

The ABC Fire Extinguisher Cost Cal-
culator, available exclusively to Brooks 
customers, is easy-to-use. Enter the 
number of square feet to be protected, 
the hazard class (light, ordinary, extra), 

the extinguisher rating (3A:40B:C, etc.), 
and the number of extra extinguishers 
you think may be needed to meet spe-
cial requirements. Then simply enter 
the prices you charge your customer for 
the fire extinguisher and the planned 
maintenance costs. The cost calcula-
tor will then calculate the basic annual 
cost per square foot that your custom-
ers can expect to pay for their ABC  
fire extinguishers.

If you haven’t used this tool already, 
you should try it out on your next cus-
tomer. Not only is it reliable and simple 
to use, but it might really help you the 
next time somebody comes along and 
suggests that you don’t really need fire 
extinguishers when you have a quick re-
sponse sprinkler system. You wouldn’t 
want to be in a position to explain that 
the last time the National Fire Sprinkler 
Association checked (1990) the cost of 

a complete sprinkler system was be-
tween $1.50 and $2.00 a square foot. 
The cost to install and maintain ABC 
fire extinguishers, which are specifical-
ly designed as a first line of defense to 
extinguish fires in the very early stages 
before they get big enough to activate 
the sprinklers, is in most cases one-half 
cent per square foot.

Your customer will not think twice 
about having fire extinguishers and all 
their benefits for an average square foot 
annual installation and maintenance 
cost of $0.005 per year. And, for the guy 
who suggests you should only perform 
the maintenance every three years, you 
can supply him with the same answer. 
Visit www.BrooksEquipment.com/Re-
sources to give it a try and feel free to 
call us with any questions. F

ResetCopyright © 2016

Area to be protected (square footage)

Hazard Class

Extinguisher rating

Additional extinguishers to meet special requirements

Suggested minimum number of portable fire extinguishers 
in this occupancy

Each extinguisher protects (square feet)

Customer’s extinguisher cost (each)

Customer’s annual external maintenance cost

Customer’s six-year maintenance or recharge cost

Customer’s hydrotest cost (includes six-year maintenance)

Average annual cost per square foot (to purchase and  
maintain portable extinguishers)

20000

Ordinary (Moderate)

5 lb (3A)

0

 
5

4000

80

15

25

35

$0.0048



Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, Brooks 
Equipment Company, LLC expressly disclaims any liability for errors or omissions. The user of this article or the product(s) is responsible for verifying the information’s 
accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.
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January

San Antonio, TX

Raleigh, NC

February

Sacramento, CA

Nashville, TN

Dates are TBD and will be posted on our website soon.  
Visit www.BrooksEquipment.com to register.

E-Light
Seminars

For more information on these featured products, visit BrooksEquipment.com.

The TruForce line also offers a 
variety of traffic safety products, such 
as lightweight safety fences; barricade 
tapes; and fluorescent orange, all-
weather traffic flags. Visit our website 
to view the full product offering.

Featuring Craftsman, Craftsman Industrial, and Craftsman 
Professional, these new lines include a 4-Piece Pick Set 
(Craftsman), a 65-Piece Mechanic’s Tool Set (Craftsman 
Industrial), and a 21-Piece Drill Bit Set (Craftsman 
Professional) to name a few. Visit our website for the full 
product offering.

ProCart is a versatile, 2-shelf plastic utility cart, engi-
neered to work where you work. Its side gates (on both the 
upper and lower shelves) flip 
down, converting the cart 
from a box-top to a flat-top. 
And it’s tough high-densi-
ty polyethylene structural 
foam construction makes 
it virtually indestructible. 
Easy to maneuver—even 
loaded. 400 lb capacity.

Now available from Brooks, this line 
includes reinforced-rubber wheel chocks, 
LED light batons, and several different 
types of protection gloves (Nitrile coated, 
cut-resistant, polyurethane coated, and 
more). Visit our website to view 
the full product offering.

Blu-Mol® Xtreme hole cutters feature Tri-Cut Tungsten 
Carbide Tips with three distinct cutting edges that balance 
their cutting performance for longer blade life and better 
heat resistance. They also come with safety collar stops to 
prevent over-cutting and side holes that release chips for 
increased operating speed.

March

Las Vegas, NV (NAFED)

Louisville, KY

April

Los Angeles, CA

Atlantic City, NJ

MDWC

RLB

YMGL

TF1824TF

SF4100BTCY

65PCTK
21PDBS

4PPS

30936GREY

TruForce Traffic Safety
NEW

NEW
Craftsman

NEW
TruForce PPE/Safety Gear

NEW
Disston Hole Cutters

NEW
Akro-Mils

E0102338

TF1824


