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By Mark Conroy

Almost every extinguisher that is outdoors 
needs an extinguisher cover to protect it from 
the elements. This includes extinguishers 

hung on the outsides of buildings, extinguishers at fueling racks, and 
extinguishers mounted on the outside of vehicles, such as fuel and trash 
trucks. Other applications include wheeled extinguishers that are outside at 
industrial facilities. Brooks not only offers extinguisher covers for wheeled 
units, but we also have extinguisher covers for most hand extinguishers, 
including cartridge operated extinguishers that are frequently employed for 
vehicles and installed in industrial plants.

It is not very well known, but fire extinguishers 
that have the potential to be exposed to damage 

from environmental conditions are required 
to be installed with protective covers. Not 
only is it common sense, there is a provision 
in NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire 
Extinguishers that mandates them.

6.1.3.7 Fire extinguishers installed 
under conditions where they are 
subject to physical damage (e.g., from 
impact, vibration, the environment) 
shall be protected against damage.  
– (NFPA 10, 2013 Edition)

Continued on Page 4
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From Team Brooks

Employee Spotlight

Dear Friend,

One of the greatest things about working at Brooks Equipment is all the people who work here, many of whom have been 
with the company for decades. This tenure gives Brooks many advantages in the form of stability and consistency but also 
a foundation of leadership and change that will benefit you. In that vein, we are excited to announce that Robert Bell, 
current National Sales Manager, has been promoted to General Manager of Brooks Equipment! Since joining Brooks, over 
25 years ago, Robert has been an invaluable resource to our customers as well as his co-workers. We are extremely excited 
for Robert, our customers, and Brooks moving forward and congratulate Robert on his new and exciting chapter at Brooks 
Equipment.

By now, you should all have received your copy of the new 2016 Brooks Catalog. If you have not, please let us know and 
we will be sure to send one, as you are missing out on the finest collection of products assembled anywhere. In addition, 
it’s our largest catalog yet, filled with 6,000+ products and, as always, don’t forget you have access to 200,000+ products 
from Brooks as well. 

As you know, Brooks has long been an advocate for responsible fire and safety codes and regulations, and we are proud of 
our work with the Fire Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) to help accomplish this goal. Brooks is active in the 
code arena, because we believe that the work you do matters—protecting lives and property.

In closing, we want to thank you for your business. We truly believe we have the best customers in the world and work 
hard to demonstrate our appreciation for you through the service we provide. You have made us your first choice for 75 
years and we have never been more energized in making sure we are your best choice for the next 75.

Sincerely,

Team Brooks

Prior to joining Brooks Equipment in May 2013, Jim Bar-
tholomew worked in distribution operations for a pharma-
ceutical supply company. With aspirations to use his prior 
experience and knowledge in customer service and inven-
tory management, he felt a sales role would maximize his 
abilities to bring value to customers. After a few meetings 
with Brooks management, he joined the team and entered 
into the Fire Protection Industry. 

As a Brooks Account Manager, Jim’s main focus is 
serving his customers. “My job is to bring value to the  
customer,” he says. He’s able to do this by informing his  
customers about all of the services and wide range of prod-
ucts Brooks has to offer. Jim is also grateful for his fellow 
co-workers, the support system, and experience of the 
Brooks family, which has allowed him to quickly flourish 
in this next phase of his career.

Jim’s customers are more than just a voice on the other 
line. “I enjoy being able to witness a customer grow their 
business as well as build relationships with them. I feel great 
satisfaction seeing somebody succeed that I have developed 

a working relationship with,” 
says Jim. He realizes that 
each customer is unique not 
only from a business sense 
but personally as well. Jim 
has cultivated special rela-
tionships with his customers, 
assuring them Brooks is there 
to support them in the best 
way possible. 

When Jim is away from the 
office, he is first and foremost 
a proud husband to his wife, 
Joanne, and father to two children, Isabella (9), and Sebas-
tian (3). His family is invaluable in providing happiness as 
well as perspective on life. With any extra time he may have, 
you can find Jim working out, playing sports, reading, lis-
tening to music, exploring new restaurants, or cheering on 
his favorite teams, the Carolina Panthers, Charlotte Hornets, 
and North Carolina Tar Heels. F

Meet Jim Bartholomew, Account Manager

Jim Bartholomew
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Tech Tip

Recharging Dry Chemical Extinguishers

Although stored pressure dry chemi-
cal extinguishers are manufactured as 
either rechargeable or non-rechargeable, 
only rechargeable extinguishers are per-
mitted to be recharged. Knowing the 
minimum requirements and procedures 
for recharging these extinguishers are 
paramount for fire equipment distribu-
tors that make a living by installing and 
servicing extinguishers. Here are some 
questions, with answers, to some very 
basic but important questions regard-
ing recharging of these extinguishers.

What is recharging?
To perform recharging, an extin-

guisher is depressurized, examined to 
determine if parts need replacement, 
filled with extinguishing agent, and 
pressurized with nitrogen. A record 
tag, service collar, and tamper seal is re-
quired for each recharged extinguisher.

When are stored pressure 
dry chemical extinguishers 
recharged?

All rechargeable dry chemical extin-
guishers are recharged for the following 
reasons:

• When the extinguisher has had any 
use, including partial discharge

• When the pressure gauge is below 
(or above) the operable range

• When extinguisher weight is be-
low (or above) the allowable gross 
weight range on the nameplate

• When extinguisher is opened for 
maintenance 

• When extinguisher is opened for 
hydrostatic testing

• When indicated by an inspection

Where are the requirements 
and procedures for recharg-
ing stored pressure dry 
chemical extinguishers?

The minimum requirements for re-
charging extinguishers are contained 

in NFPA 10, and the procedures for 
recharging are in the product service 
manuals.

Can you convert one type of 
dry chemical extinguisher to 
another?

Extinguishers cannot be converted 
from one type to another. ABC dry 
chemical is acidic and BC dry chemi-
cals are alkaline. They are chemically 
incompatible and dangerous pressures 
could build up, causing the cylinder 
to fail. Additionally, the firefighting 
capacity of each of the BC dry chemi-
cals is different. So filling a Purple K 
extinguisher with ordinary dry chemi-
cal would make the unit less effective 
and the fire extinguishing capability of 
the extinguisher would not match the 
rating on the nameplate. These are just 
a couple of reasons that NFPA 10 pro-
hibits the practice of converting extin-
guishers from one type to another.

How do you know you’ve 
added the right amount of 
dry chemical?

The amount of recharge agent is veri-
fied by weighing the extinguisher. A 
properly recharged extinguisher has 
the same weight (gross weight) as the 
gross weight shown on the extinguish-
er nameplate. Typically, the nameplate 
provides a weight range (plus or minus 
a few ounces).

What type of nitrogen  
is permitted for  
recharging?

The expellant gas used for 
pressurizing stored pressure 
dry chemical extinguishers 
is industrial-grade nitrogen 
with a maximum dew point 
of -60°F.

Is it permissible to pressur-
ize an extinguisher directly 
from a nitrogen cylinder?

Connecting an extinguisher directly 
to a nitrogen cylinder could allow the 
extinguisher to be over-pressurized 
and rupture. This practice is therefore 
prohibited. The nitrogen cylinder must 
have a pressure regulator (P/N 2550) to 
help ensure extinguishers aren’t over-
pressurized.

How do you leak check an 
extinguisher?

Once an extinguisher has been filled 
with agent and pressurized, a leak test 
must be performed to make sure that 
the extinguisher is not a leaker. This is a 
requirement of NFPA 10. Leak detector 
fluid (P/N LD1) is applied to top of the 
valve threads and the gauge threads. If 
bubbles form, you’ve got a leaker and 
the valve or gauge needs to be tightened 
or the extinguisher needs to be broken 
down and the problem corrected.

Are service tags required 
for recharging?

Every extinguisher that has been 
recharged is required to have a tag at-
tached providing the name of the ser-
vicing company, month and year, and 
initials of technician performing the 
work. Some states also require license 
numbers on tags. Still other states re-
quire special tag designs, which are 
available from Brooks. It’s always best 
to check with your local authority hav-

ing jurisdiction (AHJ) to make sure 
you have the right tags. Some 
states have very specific criteria 
for service tags and may require 
you to submit samples to the 
State Fire Marshal for approval.  
Note that penalties for non-
compliance can be severe. 

By Mark Conroy

Continued on page 7

2550
(Hose & Cylinder 

Not Included)
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Feature Article

Every Brooks fire extinguisher cover 
is made of high-quality materials. We 
offer two grades of extinguisher cov-
ers that are available for most sizes of 
extinguishers. Offering two grades al-
lows your customers the choice of a 
standard economical cover or a heavy-
duty one, which will last significantly 
longer. All of the Brooks extinguisher 
covers are red and are marked with ap-
propriate wording or an extinguisher 
icon with the word “fire” in it. The 
markings are black, which contrasts 
with the red and can be seen at a 
significant distance from the extin-
guisher, so it can be easily identified in 
the event of a fire emergency.

It’s a good idea to take a close look 
at extinguisher covers during annual 
maintenance of extinguishers. When 
you remove the extinguisher cover, 
examine the condition of the material, 
the hook-and-loop closure or elastic-
back, and the window, where pro-
vided. Some extinguisher covers also 
have pull bottom tabs and straps that 
must be examined for wear. If any of 
these items appear significantly worn 
or damaged, it is time for a new extin-
guisher cover.

Although, extinguisher covers typi-
cally have a several-year lifespan, un-
der normal conditions, an annual ex-
amination of the extinguisher cover 
will reveal any damage or abnormal 
wear. Do not be afraid to recommend 
a new extinguisher cover replacement 
for one that is damaged or difficult to 
remove. Your customers will need to 
access the extinguisher rapidly in a 
fire emergency and will not want to be 
delayed in removing a worn-out extin-
guisher cover. That is because every 
extinguisher must be “easily accessible 
and readily available”.

Fire Extinguisher Covers Are Required

Continued on page 5

Continued from cover

Wheeled Extinguisher Covers

P/N Description
Heavy 
Duty

Dimensions

WUC3 50/75 Ib CO2 54” x 16” x 27”

WUC6 50/75 lb CO2  54” x 16” x 27”

WUC50 50 lb Dry Chem 47½” x 16” x 24”

WUC1 125/150 lb Dry Chem 53” x 42” x 30”

WUC4 125/150 lb Dry Chem  53” x 42” x 30”

WUC2 350 lb Dry Chem 58” x 52” x 38”

WUC5 350 lb Dry Chem  58” x 52” x 38”

Reinforced Vinyl Fire Extinguisher Covers  
(Hook and Loop)

P/N
Viewing 
Window

Size
Dimensions

Small Medium Large

FEC1 No  20” x 11½”

FEC1W Yes  20” x 11½”

FEC2 No  25” x 16½”

FEC2W Yes  25” x 16½”

FEC3 No  31” x 16½”

FEC3W Yes  31” x 16½”

Reinforced Vinyl Fire Extinguisher Covers 
(Elastic Back)

P/N
Viewing 
Window

Size
Dimensions

Small Medium Large

FEC4E No  18½ ” x 6”

FEC4EW Yes  18½ ” x 6”

FEC5E No  22½” x 6¼”

FEC5EW Yes  22½” x 6¼”

FEC6E No  25½” x 8”

FEC6EW Yes  25½” x 8”

WUC3

FEC4E

FEC1
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Feature Article

Article 1

Brooks is now offering a recycling 
solution for sealed lead acid batteries 
(through our New Battery Recycling 
Service) as well as lower pricing on 
6V and 12V sealed lead acid batter-
ies!  This new service will provide all 
Brooks customers with a way to recycle 
their spent sealed lead acid batteries in 
a responsible manner, protecting our 
environment and staying in compli-
ance with federal and state regulations.  
In addition, this is a great way for you 
to start earning credit on your Brooks 
account—just for participating.

Brooks can help you recycle your 
spent battery cores in several ways. For 
the do-it-yourself customer, we will 
offer information and links to point 
you in the right direction on how and 
where to recycle your spent batteries. 
Another option (for those who are near 
a Brooks warehouse) is to bring their 
spent batteries to our facility where we 
will handle the recycling.

Customers that cannot recycle their 
own batteries or who are not within a 
reasonable distance of one of our ware-
houses have the option to let Brooks 
manage the battery recycling process 
directly from their facility. To use this 
process, simply submit a completed 
Recycling Order Form (found online at 
BrooksEquipment.com/Recycling 
OrderForm). Within 1–2 busi-
ness days, you will receive a Bill 
of Lading in preparation for a 
FREE pick-up  of your batter-
ies. Prepare your spent batteries 
for shipment according to Haz-
ardous Materials Regulation, 49 
CFR Part 173.159a and they will 
be picked up within 2–4 business 
days. Once the batteries are picked 
up, a recycling certificate will be dis-
tributed, and a credit (rates will vary, 
based on volume of batteries) will be 
applied to your Brooks account within 
45 business days.

Contact your account manager or 
visit www.BrooksEquipment.com/
BatteryRecycling/ for additional in-
formation on how to begin taking ad-
vantage of this outstanding program. F

Brooks’ NEW Battery Recycling Service

A worn out cover that impedes access 
to an extinguisher is a safety concern 

that needs immediate action. 
Since repair is not usu-
ally an option, replace-
ment with a new cover 
solves the problem.

Portable fire extin-
guishers must be read-
ily available and in 
good working order. 
Installing extinguisher 

covers to protect extinguishers that  
are subject to harsh environmental 

conditions will help ensure the extin-
guisher is protected and undamaged. 
Also replacing worn or damaged cov-
ers helps protect the extinguisher from 
damage and keeps them easily accessi-
ble and readily available. Selling extin-
guisher covers, where you know they 
are needed, will make your installa-
tions code-compliant, will help protect 
the extinguishers, and will improve 
your bottom line. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA 10 Techni-
cal Committee. Copyright © 2016, all rights 
reserved.

P/N Size Dimensions

FEC10 X-Small 18½ ” x 7”

FEC7 Small 20” x 11½”

FEC8 Medium 25” x 16½”

FEC9 Large 31” x 16½”

Heavy-Duty Polyester 
Fire Extinguisher Covers 

(Acrylic Coated)

Continued from page 4

FEC8
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By Mark Conroy

Brooks Tracks State Legislation  
and Code Adoptions

State Description Comments

California AB 1208 to allow any licensed contractor to install/
maintain extinguishers and extinguishing systems.

Did not pass out of Assembly and has officially 
died.

New Jersey SB 70 to exempt residential CO detectors, smoke 
detectors, and fire extinguishers from state sales tax.

Referred to Committee on Law and Public Safety.

Status of State Legislation as of February 2016

State Description Comments

Minnesota Finalizing new fire code without 906.1 exceptions 
other than educational.

FEMA worked with FEDs to submit 25 letters 
objecting to 906.1 exceptions. Moves to gover-
nor and AG for approval.

Utah State Legislature considering new fire code without 
906.1 exceptions for all occupancies except E 
(educational). 

Industry supports efforts to remove 906.1 
exceptions wherever possible (bill is HB 125).

State Code Adoptions

In California, an Assembly Bill to allow any licensed contractor to install and service portable fire extinguishers and 
extinguishing system did not pass in Assembly and has died. A Senate Bill in New Jersey that would exempt residential 
safety products, like smoke detectors and extinguishers, from the state sales tax has been filed and was referred to 
subcommittee.

New fire codes are in the works for Minnesota and Utah. They are similar in that the 906.1 exceptions allowing removal 
of extinguishers where quick response sprinklers are installed has been deleted for all occupancies except for educational 
(E). In both cases, the fire equipment industry efforts were successful in removing the exceptions for most occupancy 
types. In Minnesota, the Fire Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA), which includes Brooks and fire extinguisher 
manufacturers, worked with fire equipment distributors in the state to send letters objecting to the inclusion of the 906.1 
exceptions. The regulations in the state require at least 25 letters, and those were sent and arrived prior to the deadline. A 
compromise was reached and the result is a new fire code with only one exception for schools. The success in Minnesota is 
being repeated in Utah with similar deletions of the exceptions. F

LET US FIND-IT!

Send your suggestions to www.BrooksEquipment.Com/Find-It  
or contact your Account Manager Today.

If you’re the first person to suggest a product, and it makes it to our inventory,  
you will receive a $200 account credit!

Have a product you’d like to see Brooks stock?

NEW
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Tech Tip Continued

Continued from page 3

Are service collars required 
for recharging?

Since the valve assembly needs to be 
removed, in order to recharge stored 
pressure dry chemical extinguishers, 
a verification-of-service collar is re-
quired to be installed around the neck 
of the extinguisher. Also a new tamper 
seal must be installed. Certain states 
require special collars and/or tamper 
seals. It is always best to check with 
your local AHJ to make sure you have 
the right service collars and tamper 
seals and are in compliance with state 
laws and regulations.

How does recharging affect 
the annual maintenance and 
6-year teardown intervals?

Whenever an extinguisher is re-
charged, both an internal and exter-
nal examination is required to be con-

ducted on the extinguisher. When the 
internal and external examination is 
performed, the annual maintenance and 
6-year teardown intervals begin from 
that date.

We carry a full line of recharge chem-
ical, service tags, tamper seals, and 
verification-of-service collars that you 
will need for servicing all brands of dry 
chemical extinguishers. We also have 
the equipment and tools you will need 
to perform recharging correctly and ef-
ficiently. The table below provides the 
part numbers for some of the most com-
mon equipment needed by fire equip-
ment service companies for recharging 
dry chemical extinguishers.

Always make sure you have a copy of 
NFPA 10, which contains the minimum 
requirements for safety and the service 

manuals that contain the procedures for 
recharging the extinguishers you work 
on. Knowing the code requirements and 
proper procedures for recharging and 
having the right tools and equipment 
for recharging will help ensure that 
your customer’s extinguishers are in 
proper working order in the event of a 
fire emergency. Also having a sufficient 
supply of recharge agent, tags, tamper 
seals, service collars, and the right tools 
will make your business more efficient 
and profitable. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers.  
Copyright © 2016, all rights reserved.

Recharge Equipment

Description P/N Notes 

Scoop NAS1 Aluminum scoop for filling dry chemical extinguishers.

Small Funnel FF1 Galvanized steel with proper screens to prevent jamming.

Large Funnel FF2 Similar to small funnel but for filling larger extinguishers.

Blow-Out Bag BBAG For emptying dry chemical extinguishers without the mess.

Pail Bag PPB1 For controlling the flow while emptying pails.

Pail Opener PLO The right tool for opening pails without harming the lid.

Rubber Mallet RM16 For many tasks, including closing pails.

Dust Masks (50) RP9500 Fits over nose and mouth and has elastic head strap.

Bench Vise MBVD Fastens to bench and holds extinguisher firmly.

Nitrogen Regulator 2550 Regulates pressure for charging with nitrogen cylinders.

3-Way Valve 3WV Bleeds off pressure before removing quick-disconnect.

Valve Handle Grip VHG Squeezes lever to handle to keep extinguisher valve open.

Recharge Adapters RAKIT Contains 14 recharge adapters.

Hole Punch HP2 Hole-punch for service tags.

Hole Punch Holster HPH Keeps hole-punch handy on technician’s belt.

Utility Scale US100 Weighing extinguishers.

Leak Detector Fluid LD1 Applied to valve threads to determine leakage.

NAS1

PLO

FF1

RM16

RP9500

MBVD

VHG

RAKIT

HP2 HPH

US100

LD1

BBAG
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E-Light
Seminars

For more information on these featured products, visit BrooksEquipment.com.

Made to fit a rectangular forklift 
support, this Bracket is designed 
specifically for hanging an 
extinguisher on a forklift.  

NOTE: Requires a strap 
bracket (not included) 
to secure extinguisher.

Eliminate disorganized and missing supplies in your first 
aid cabinets with SmartCompliance Kits. Their unique 
cabinet designs have clearly marked compartments that 
are easy to use. Plus their Smart Tab EZRefill™ Systems 
keep track of contents. 
You can add expan-
sion pockets, too, to 
meet your particular 
needs. Contents sub-
ject to change without 
notice.

Now available from Brooks, Max Comfort® Flame-
Resistant Coveralls, Jeans, and Shirts are NFPA 2112 
UL Certified. They also meet NFPA70E for Electrical 
Safety in the Workplace and ASTM F1506 
for Electric Arc Protection requirements. 
Available in Navy (coveralls), Indigo 
(jeans), and Tan (shirts).

ACT Cable Ties offer high tensile strength with low 
insertion force for indoor and outdoor use within 
a working temperature of -40°F–185°F. And 
they are available in standard (50 lb tensile 
strength) or heavy-duty (120 lb tensile 
strength) versions to fit specific 
demands of the job. Pkg/100.

This new, all-LED Exit and Emergency Light Combo 
Unit features two adjustable (1 W per head) LED lamp 
heads that provide the perfect center-to-center spacing.  
A high-performance chrome-plated metalized 
reflector and polycarbonate lens also creates 
optimal light distribution. And it 
is powered by a 9.6V long-
life rechargeable 
NiCad battery. 

Forklift Bracket 
NEW

NEW
SmartCompliance FA Kits  

NEW
ACT Cable Ties 

NEW
LED Combination Light w/ Ultra-
Bright White LED Lamp Heads 

NEW
Flame Resistant Apparel 

April
6th – Atlantic City, NJ (Week of NAFED Show)

16th – Los Angeles, CA 

May
11th – Indianapolis, IN (Week of NAFED Show)

27th – St. Louis, MO 

June
9th – New Orleans, LA
23rd – Orlando, FL (Week of FFEDA Meeting)  
 
To register, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com

21009952K

LED4SP

HDCT14UVB

P1D3403 CC1N44

FA1000

S1TX2

In Use


