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Food trucks are a booming business in 
the United States. Almost every city or 

town has a few local food truck op-
tions where one can grab breakfast, 

a quick lunch, or dinner for the 
family. In Charlotte, Food Truck 
Friday draws up to 15 food truck 

vendors in different locations around the city. They also draw large 
crowds interested in trying the large variety of “meals on wheels.” How-
ever, as popular and innovative as food trucks have become, some of 
their allure has been tainted by accidents—accidents that bring up serious 
safety concerns.

Since 2011, there have been more than a dozen incidents involving food 
trucks, where their propane tanks have ignited, with catastrophic results.

On July 1st, 2014, a food truck exploded in Philadelphia, due to a 
leaking propane tank, which ignited from an open flame in the truck’s 
kitchen. The force of the explosion sent the truck’s propane tank 50’ 
into an adjacent home and injured a score of bystanders. Even more 
tragically, the truck itself was engulfed in flames up to 200’ high, 
seriously injuring the truck’s operator and his daughter who eventually 
succumbed to third-degree burns.

Why Do We Need  
Food Truck Requirements?

 Article 3: Protection & Personal  
      Hygiene for Working Hands
7

 Article 2: New NFPA  
      Requirements For Food Trucks
5
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From The Brooks Team

UPDATEBy Mark Conroy

Federal Court Upholds Copyright Protections for NFPA

On February 2, 2017, a federal district court (United 
States District Court for the District of Columbia)  
issued a ruling that standards development organi-
zations (SDOs) do not lose copyright protections for 
their standards, even when the standards are incor-
porated by reference into federal or state regulations.

The ruling stemmed from a lawsuit brought by the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and two 
other SDOs against Carl Malamud, who had copied 
and posted copyrighted standards online. Mr. Mal-
amud claimed that once a standard is referenced by a 
federal or state authority, it becomes public property 
and SDOs lose their copyright claims and the right to 

be paid for their standards. SDOs argued that with-
out copyright protections they would lose money, 
undermining the development and updating of the  
standards. The court upheld the SDOs’ stance.

The court’s ruling means federal and state gov-
ernmental organizations can continue to rely on 
not-for-profit SDOs to develop voluntary consensus  
standards.  This is good news for our industry because 
the copyright protections will ensure that the national 
consensus codes and standards developed by NFPA 
will continue to be updated and maintained in the 
years to come. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office.

Dear Friend,

With spring just around the corner, it reminds us of growth with trees and flowers blooming everywhere. Speaking of 
growth, we’re hoping you have your copy of our latest 2017 Brooks Catalog. It’s our largest, most product-focused book 
to date, offering even more of what you really need to help keep our communities safer. If for some reason you have not 
received your copy, or if you would like more copies, please contact us right away. 

Now that we have you squared away on the Brooks catalog, we would like to talk a little about the latest issue of Hot 
Topics that you are holding in your hands. This particular issue is a really interesting read. Not usually a major topic in the 
fire safety industry, food truck fires have gained a lot of attention lately. So much so, we have devoted a lot of space to this 
rising concern nationwide. You definitely will want to check out the facts, figures, and eye-opening information in these 
articles about food truck safety. It is very important information, not to mention sobering.

Brooks is committed to keeping you abreast of the newest codes and regulations affecting our industry, please review 
the most recent of these to hit our states. You know, too, that we like to show off some of our latest products. So be sure to 
spend some time with those on the last page. We are pretty sure you will find them to be timely adds to our offering. Plus 
you will positively find them in stock, nationwide, and for immediate delivery. 

Before we close, it is worth mentioning something important that you will not see in our Hot Topics—information on our 
revenue-generating E-Light Training Classes. Held all over the country, they are a must for fire and safety techs everywhere. 
These informative, hands-on classes prepare you for the installation and servicing of exit and emergency lights. And being as 
ubiquitous as they are, e-light installation and repair is a major source of revenue for businesses like yours. To find out more 
as well as a class near you, visit our newly updated E-light training class information page at www.Brooksequipment.com!

It is our privilege providing you with the products, services, and tools you need, like this issue of Hot Topics, to carry 
out your business. For over 75 years we have been the first choice of fire and safety professionals like you. Thank you for 
what you do and for making us your first choice.

With Sincerest Regards,
The Brooks Team



2nd Quarter 2017 • 3 

Tech Tip

By Mark Conroy

Adhering to Basic Rules for Recharging 
Dry Chemical Extinguishers

Dry chemical extinguishing agents 
are extremely effective on small fires 
during their initial or beginning stage 
because of the fire-fighting effective-
ness of today’s dry chemical formu-
lations. When fires are extinguished 
quickly, owners can normally resume 
operations after only minor cleanup. 
Most often, there is little fire damage 
to the immediate area and smoke has 
not had a chance to cause any major 
disruptions. Following any use, par-
tially used extinguishers need to be re-
charged or replaced with an equivalent 
extinguisher. Adhering to basic rules 
for recharging will ensure the pro-
tected area remains safe and that the 
extinguisher has full capacity and the 
same extinguishing capabilities as the 
original charge.

A stored pressure dry chemical ex-
tinguisher is charged with Original 
Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) ex-
tinguishing agent. When it is partially 
discharged, it not only will have less 
duration (less agent), but it will become 
a leaker due to dry chemical getting 
lodged between the valve stem and the 
valve seat. Over time, it will lose pres-
sure to the point that the agent will not 
be fully discharged, making the unit 
less effective or completely ineffective. 
That’s why these extinguishers need to 
be recharged immediately.

Any remaining dry chemical in a 
partially discharged fire extinguisher 
is typically re-used, provided that it 
is thoroughly checked for the proper 
type, absence of contamination, and 
condition. A dry chemical closed re-
covery system is used to capture the 
dry chemical and make sure no foreign 
material is introduced to the agent 
being recovered. These systems are 
designed to allow for visual inspec-
tion for contaminants. Dry chemical 
that is the wrong type or contami-
nated is not re-used. Care should be 
taken to not mix multi-purpose (ABC) 
dry chemical with alkaline-based (BC) 
dry chemicals. That is because mix-
ing results in a chemical reaction that 
could over-pressurize and rupture  
the extinguisher. 

Dry chemical agents that are permit-
ted by NFPA 10, Standard for Portable 
Fire Extinguishers, for use in extin-
guishers include the Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer (OEM) agents as 
well as dry chemical agents that have 
equal chemical composition, physical 
characteristics, and fire-extinguishing 
capabilities. NFPA 10 compliant dry 
chemical agents from Brooks include:

All dry chemical 
agents that are per-
mitted by NFPA 10 
for use in extinguish-
ers are extremely effective on fires. 
Removing partially used extinguish-
ers from service and recharging them 
with the right extinguishing agent will 
ensure that properties are appropri-
ately protected and the level of safety 
is not reduced. Your customer’s safety 
relies on your expertise and knowl-
edge of dry chemical agents. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers.

Manufacturer Amerex Badger Ansul Buckeye Kidde Brooks Pyro-Chem

ABC AX550 B18905 A53080 BK61000 K806411 50ABCULC

BC & Purple K Check BrooksEquipment.com or catalog for availability

50ABCULC

G195

DCRK
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Feature Article Cont’d

Article 1

Why Do We Need Food Truck Requirements?
Continued from cover

Unlike other accidents of this  
nature, this particular incident was 
caught on a surveillance camera, 
showing the intensity of the explo-
sion. The video went viral, too, caus-
ing the public to question food truck 
safety. As a result, members of the  
International Fire Marshals Associa-
tion (IFMA) created a task force to ad-
dress the issue raised by this tragedy. 

The IFMA proposal to NFPA in-
cludes safety requirements for mobile 
and/or temporary cooking situations, 
which will cover any cooking facil-
ity, apparatus, or equipment being 
operated on a one-time or interim  
basis, for less than 90 days, in the same 
location. Exceptions include fixed lo-
cations, buildings, or structures that 
have been inspected and permitted  

under another section of the NFPA 1 
Fire Code, a regulation, or a statute. 
The proposal includes self-propelled 
trucks and vehicles, trailered units, 
pushcarts, equipment located under 
cover of awnings, canopies, or pop-up 
tents, or other structures for which a 
building permit has not been issued. F

The role of fire alarm systems has 
evolved to detect more than just smoke 
and fire. In addition to monitoring 
related to fire protection, today’s fire 
alarm systems may also be integrated 
into other building systems, such as 
HVAC, automation, and security. Input 
modules allow for the additions of spe-
cialty equipment, like flame detectors 
and air sampling detectors.

Addressable fire alarm systems have 
the option of input cards (or boards) 
but also offer an opportunity to move 
input monitoring from the panel to 
addressable field devices. The inten-
tion of this article is to highlight the 
function and use of addressable input 
monitor modules.

Addressable field-mounted moni-
tor modules are usually configured as 
single input or dual input. These input 
monitoring circuits have a very low 
voltage (around 5 VDC) on the two cir-
cuit wires, which are used to monitor 

the integrity of the circuit. A simple 
explanation is that each circuit “sees” 
an End-of-Line (EOL) resistor that is 
in a parallel electrical configuration 
with an open dry contact, located on 
the device to be monitored. When the 
monitored device changes to off nor-
mal, the dry contact closes, shorting 
the circuit so that it no longer “sees” 
the resistor. 

This shows that the end-of-line resistor is 
wired in parallel with the contact of the 
monitored device. If the wiring is cut, the 
monitor module cannot “see” the resistor 

and indicates a problem at the fire alarm 
panel. If the contact closes (or there is a 
short), the module notifies the fire alarm 
panel of the state of change and the panel 
responds as programmed.

Inputs from monitor modules usu-
ally report and register to the Fire 
Alarm Control Panel (FACP) in one of 
three main categories:  Alarms – in-
dicate conditions that warrant evacu-
ation and Fire Response personnel; 
Troubles – indicate fault that may 
affect system performance; Supervi-
sory - indicate system active/inactive. 
Other types of reporting categories 
may include security points and non-
reporting status points used for pro-
gramming the FACP.

Properly designed systems monitor 
all of the equipment that contributes 
to the operation of that system and 
report off-normal conditions through 
the fire alarm control panel. This no-
tifies maintenance personnel and the 

By Scott Kincaid

Basics of a Fire Alarm System: Input Monitor Modules

Continued on page 6

See Mark Conroy’s article on page 5 for the new NFPA requirements for food trucks.

Charles Vincent is a Hazardous Materials 
Specialist with Brooks Equipment.

INPUT
MODULE

END-OF-LINE
RESISTOR

MONITORED
CONTACT

SINGLE INPUT TO A FIRE ALARM 
MONITOR MODULE
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Article 2

By Mark Conroy

New NFPA Requirements For Food Trucks

In recent years, food trucks have be-
come very popular. Most major cities 
have a large number and quite a vari-
ety of food trucks. There are even food 
truck rallies, festivals, and other gath-
erings where people can enjoy the va-
riety of food offered by food truck ven-
dors. With the evolution of food trucks, 
and their popularity, larger cities 
around the country have become con-
cerned with their safety. Several major 
cities, including Los Angeles, Chicago, 
and Boston, developed their own regu-
lations and permitting processes. Since 
the regulations are developed by the 
cities, they vary considerably, mainly 
because there are no national codes or 
standards for them to adopt or refer-
ence. That is all changing for 2017, as 
NFPA is about to publish and make 
available new criteria that can be used 
to regulate food truck safety.

The International Fire Marshals As-
sociation (IFMA) developed a set of 
minimum requirements in 2014 and 
submitted them to NFPA. The proposed 
material was officially submitted to two 
technical committees of NFPA. Those 
committees are responsible for NFPA 1, 
Fire Code, and NFPA 96, Standard for 
Ventilation Control and Fire Protection 
of Commercial Cooking Operations. The 
set of minimum requirements was the 
same for both committees, as IFMAs 

intention was to submit a baseline 
or framework, and the committees 
would review and evolve the final 
content from there.

The NFPA 96 committee formed 
a task group of interested parties, 
which included AHJs, fire protec-
tion engineers, food truck manu-
facturers, and other experts to 
review the IFMA submittal. They 

also researched other available infor-
mation to formulate a set of minimum 
requirements for consideration and in-
clusion in NFPA 96. 

The work of 
the task group 
was presented 
to the NFPA 96 
at their Mem-
phis, TN meet-
ing in April of 
2016. The task 
group pre-
sented a new 
chapter for in-
clusion in the NFPA 96 standard. The 
idea of the task group was that if a 
state or city adopted NFPA 96 the new  
regulations for food trucks would 
be included. 

The full committee considered this 
and deliberated on the pros and cons. 
Instead of adding it as a new chapter, 
the committee decided to include it as 
a separate annex. As a separate annex, 
cities and states would need to make 
a decision on whether the require-
ments are appropriate for adoption as 
food truck regulations. The new annex 
(mobile and temporary cooking op-
erations) contains the following state-
ment, which explains how the text is 
intended to be used. 

The committee responsible for NFPA 
1 routinely reviews other NFPA codes 
and standards and extracts (copies) 
text that a fire official would need for 
enforcement. NFPA 1 is in a revision 
cycle, which is six months later than 
NFPA 96. It is anticipated that the per-
tinent text needed by fire officials will 
be extracted from the annex of NFPA 
96 for use in NFPA 1. At the time this 
article was written, the NFPA 1 revi-
sion was still in process and the final 
outcome was not available.

Food truck safety is paramount for 
cities that are allowing them to oper-
ate within their limits. The new food 
truck criteria is now available in the 
2017 edition of NFPA 96 and NFPA 1 
will be available later this year. For  
cities and states that adopt the new 
food truck safety requirements de-
veloped as part of the National Fire 
Codes, they can be assured there will 
be a reasonable level of safety wher-
ever the food trucks decide to park 
and serve their customers. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston,  
MA office and a member of NFPA 96 
Technical Committee.

Continued on page 6

This annex is not a part of 
the requirements of this NFPA 
document unless specifically 
adopted by the jurisdiction. 
Additionally, information in 
this annex is intended to be 
incorporated on a voluntary 
basis. Although this annex 
is written in mandatory lan-
guage, it is not intended to be 
enforced or applied unless spe-
cifically adopted by the juris-
diction or, if it is being applied 
on a voluntary basis.
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Legislation & Code

By Mark Conroy

Brooks Tracks Legislation, Code Adoptions, 
and US Dept of Defense Code Changes

State Description Comments
Mississippi Mississippi Fire Prevention Code to adopt the 2015 IFC as a whole, 

without amendments 
Pending 

New Hampshire HB 168, NH Fire Code to adopt the 2015 IFC, as a whole, with same 
amendments as previous edition

Pending

Texas S 237 creates three new fire sprinkler technician licenses (dwelling, 
general, and underground fire main) in addition to their current fire 
protection sprinkler technician license

Legislative Session began 
Jan 10, 2017

Utah Utah Administrative Codes for state owned facilities, inspection, and 
maintenance of fire protection equipment to be performed by certified 
inspectors 

Filed Nov 3, 2016, action 
pending

Legislation and Code Updates

Brooks not only monitors state legislation and code changes, but we also track changes that impact portable fire 
extinguishers and fire protection systems at all US military facilities. The document used to regulate these facilities is 
the Unified Facilities Criteria (UFC). The US Department of Defense (DOD) periodically reviews and updates the UFC, and 
they recently issued a new edition. 

The new UFC reduces the level of safety by eliminating extinguisher requirements for certain types of occupancies. 
The UFC update reflects an old set of criteria from a previous edition of the International Code Council (ICC) model codes. 
Although the ICC codes have since been corrected, those corrections are not reflected in the new UFC. This may have 
occurred because the committee that updates the UFC normally does not include interest groups outside of the military. 
They simply may not have been aware of the ICC code updates regarding extinguisher installations.

The DOD has a history of adopting model codes with amendments that either provides an equivalent level of safety or 
an increase in safety. Brooks and the Fire Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) have taken initial steps to begin 
working with the DOD to include the new ICC updates as amendments to the UFC. Our goal is to assist with establishing 
a reasonable level of safety, which includes similar extinguisher requirements found in the current editions of the ICC 
model codes. F

alarm monitoring entity to respond  
appropriately to the condition. In most 
systems, input monitor modules will 
be second, behind detectors, in quan-
tity used.  Understanding and using 
them in the correct manner can help 
expand your business by expanding 
your customer’s system functional-
ity, enhancing monitoring of existing 
system equipment, and providing new  
inputs to a system.

Look for Part 3 of this 
series on Basics of a Fire 
Alarm System in an up-
coming Hot Topics. It will 
examine Pull Stations. F

Scott Kincaid is a Senior Engineer with Brooks 
Equipment and is NICET certified Level IV  
in Fire Alarm Systems.

Basics of a Fire Alarm System: Input Monitor Modules - Continued from page 4

The term “dry contact” means that 
there is no voltage present at the con-
nection terminals of equipment. In 
situations where the voltage presence 
needs to be monitored, such as the out-
put of a power supply, a PAM1 relay 
can be used between the voltage source 
and the monitor module. This protects 
the fire alarm circuit and panel by 
isolating it from possible transient 
voltage sources.

BL119
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Article 3

By Mark Conroy

Protection and Personal Hygiene  
for Working Hands

Most businesses in service and repair industries need 
hand cleaners and sanitizers. Here are a couple of tables 
outlining cleansers and sanitizers for working hands.

Once the hands are clean, it is a good idea to have paper 
hand towels and rags available. These products double for 
cleaning up around the work area and are more economical 
than cloth rags.

Every business owner has safety in mind and providing 
products for keeping employees hands safe and clean en-
hances safety. Your customers need a steady and reliable 
source for these products. Providing these products to your 

customers will not only support safe, healthy, and 
clean hands in your customer’s workplaces, but 
will also improve your revenues. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office.

As a safety business owner, you provide your employ-
ees with a variety of products for keeping their hands safe 
and clean. You might provide them with work gloves for 
protection or simply disposable gloves to keep their hands 
from becoming excessively dirty while performing certain 
tasks. Additionally, you probably also provide them with 
hand-cleaners and disposable towels for when they take 
food breaks and for cleaning up at the end of the work day. 
Since you already purchase these products for in-house use, 
why not offer them to your customers that have businesses 
where employees need protection for their hands or hand 
products for personal hygiene?

These products are in the disposable or consumable cat-
egories, so your customers will periodically need resupplies 
of them. Therefore, it is a good idea to keep records and fol-
low-up with recommendations for resupply. Here are some 
of the products you probably consume and that might be of 
interest to many of your customers.

Work gloves are common for many tasks where the hands 
can be exposed to possible cuts and abrasions. They are con-
structed of a variety of materials, from inexpensive cotton 
to more durable materials, such as leather and canvas. Offer-
ing a variety of gloves will allow your customers to select 
the gloves that match their business operations.

Although your employees use disposable gloves to keep 
their hands reasonably clean, while working on greasy or 
other dirty jobs, your custom-
ers might have similar needs 
or even needing to keep their 
employees’ hands from other 
contaminants. These gloves are 
packaged and sold in boxes of 
100. Here are the best dispos-
able gloves for this purpose.

P/N Description Sizes Duty

8808LMG Lightweight Cotton (7 oz) L Light

9688_MG Poly/Cotton w/ Latex Palm M/L/XL Moderate

12010_MG Suede Palm, Canvas Back L/XL Moderate to Heavy

3130_MG Split Leather M/L/XL Heavy

Work Gloves

Size Latex Nitrile

S - NIPFT102

M P103 NIPFT103

L P104 NIPFT104

XL P105 NIPFT105

Disposable Gloves

P/N Type Dispenser Purpose Size

LAVA Bar N/A Cleanser 5.75 oz

GPF3LNASK Foam YES Cleanser 3.25 oz

GJS095806 Liquid YES Cleanser ½ gal

Hand Cleaners

P/N Type Dispenser Purpose Size/Qty

HANDSAN8 Liquid Pump Sanitizer 8 oz

FA34400 Wipes Ind. Wrap Sanitizer 100

FA34410 Wipes Canister Sanitizer 175

Hand Sanitizers

P/N Container Color Count

KCW180 Box White 180

KCHDW475 Roll Red 475

KCRB200 Box White 200

KCST55 Roll Blue 55

GJW629804 Bucket Blue 130

Hand Towels & Rags

GPF3LNASK

HANDSAN8

NIPFT104

9688LMG

KCW180

8808LMG
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E-Light
Seminars

For more information on these featured products, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com.

Lift Off® ADHESIVE REMOVER effectively 
removes adhesives, chewing gum, grease, tar, 
and motor oil. 10.5 oz aerosol.

Getz Plastic Dry Chemical  
Filling Systems 

Air Hose Reel With 50’ Hose

Lift Off Adhesive Remover

NEW
Streamlight® Stinger® Flashlight

NEW

April

5th – Atlantic City, NJ

May

3rd – Cleveland, OH

June

16th – Orlando, FL

29th – Phoenix, AZ  

 
To register, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com

In a class by itself, the Stinger® FLASHLIGHT, from 
Streamlight, is virtually indestructible, making it ideal 
for routine use in any environment. It possesses potent 
power, thanks to its 3.6V, 1.8 Ah battery (rechargeable 
up to 1000 times) and its xenon bi-pin bulb (providing 
11,000 candlepower). Other features include an anod-
ized aluminum housing, polycarbonate 
lens, and a spare xenon 
bulb in the tail cap. 
7 5/16”. Black. 

The retracting Brooks AIR HOSE REEL is made of steel 
and covered in a corrosion-resistant powder coating for 
extra-long life. It comes with 50’ of 3/8” rubber hose and 
includes a multi-position ratchet 
lock, tension adjustment, and a full-
flow swivel that prevents leakage. A 
guide arm cuts down on hose wear 
and tear, plus with nine adjust-
able positions the reel can be 
mounted on the ceiling, floor, or 
wall. 300 psi.

Getz PLASTIC DRY CHEMICAL 
FILLING SYSTEMS feature high-density 
polyethylene hoppers and stands that 
will not rust. Hoppers are translucent, 
making it easy to see the chemical levels. 
They are air injected as well, to “fluff” 
the chemical. Other features include 
easy–to-operate toggle switches and 
trouble-free On/Off lids and filters.

Now available from Brooks, 
this line includes the full 
range of addressable and con-
ventional panels as well as 
compatible detectors, dialers, 
and notification appliances. 
Visit our website to view the 
full product offering.

Kidde FX Series Product Line

SL75014

LOAR

AHR50

3G0061GZ

FX10RD

FX270ASPO

FXHD


