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71.1% of respondents report that 2014 is showing great improvement over 
2013 and expect the same for 2015. Based on these trends, the majority of 
respondents are hiring additional technicians.

The majority of FEDs plan on 
investing in additional technician 
training and certifications.

“Fire Safety has been a harder sell these past 
couple of years. Things have definitely picked up 
this year and we expect it to continue to do so. 
Now we need additional help to do the work.” 
Chris and Justin - ABC Fire

About half of all respondents plan 
on investing in online marketing.
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Being a Rewards Member has its 
benefits, like the Brooks Compliance 
Guide App, providing code information 
at your finger tips! Ask your 
account manager how 
to sign up so you can get 
access to this, and many 
other benefits, today!
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August
21st – Denver, CO
21st – Nashville, TN
September
11th – Columbus, OH
25th – Salt Lake City, UT
October
9th – Detroit, MI
To register, visit  
www.brooksequipment.com/training2.asp

We surveyed Fire Equipment Distributor (FED) owners all over the US to get their 
opinion on the present state of the Fire and Safety Industry. Here is what they had 
to say. How does your business stack up?



Dear Valued Brooks Customer,

We hope you're suited up for summer, because we're more ready than ever to help your business grow. Did 
you know that Brooks supports the largest selection of OEM and UL parts and equipment in the industry? 
From fire extinguishers and commercial restaurant systems to all of the products you need to service them, 
no one in the industry offers you more. And if we don’t have it, we’ll get it—all you have to do is ask. 

Speaking of support, Brooks is #1 in the industry when it comes to intangibles, like education, training, 
legislative tracking, and product quality and expertise. We have some of the most sophisticated quality 

control procedures in the business, with a team of engineers and experts second to none.

Don’t forget, too, that we’re home to the Brooks Rewards Program. From comprehensive account overviews to compliance 
guides, product flyers, and member-only promotions, you’re entitled to privileges not found elsewhere in the industry. If you 
haven’t signed up yet, now’s the time! We can really help grow your business with this program. 

I want to personally thank everyone that took the time to complete our Fire Equipment Survey last month. I hope you enjoy 
seeing some of the responses on the front of this issue too, and be sure to keep an eye out for future surveys and results. Again, 
thank you for choosing Brooks, and enjoy your summer.  

Sincerely,

Tim Foughty, President

Message From  
The President
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Hawaii passed legislation to develop licensing for technicians performing maintenance on extinguishers and systems and will 
begin developing regulations. The licensing bills for sprinkler fitters in Kentucky and Oklahoma failed in committee, while 
Idaho, Indiana, Virginia, and Washington, DC have been busy with fire code adoptions. Here’s an update on those bills and the 
code adoptions:

Status of State Legislation as of June 2014

Brooks Tracks State Legislation
By Mark Conroy

State Summary Status
Hawaii SB 2300 & HB 2365 are licensing bills for persons conducting 

maintenance/testing of extinguishers, fire protection systems, 
and fire alarm systems; administered by county fire departments 

Passed in both the Senate and House with  
an amendment for licensing to keep with  
nationally recognized standards 

Idaho State Fire Code updated to 2012 IFC with no changes to 906.1 
(extinguishers); includes update to 2013 NFPA 10

Adopted March, 2014 

Indiana Draft code released based on 2012 IFC, with 906.1 
(extinguishers) amended, to require extinguishers only  
in hazardous areas and where required by ordinance

Anticipated effective date:  
December 1, 2014

Kentucky HB 420 is a licensing bill for sprinkler fitters HB 420 failed in committee

Oklahoma HB 3089 would create a licensing program for sprinkler 
fitters and a Fire Sprinkler Industry Committee to establish 
requirements 

HB 3089 passed in the House but failed in  
the Senate Appropriations Committee

Virginia State Fire Code updated to 2012 IFC adoption with an exception 
for Groups A, B and E occupancies (assembly, business, 
and educational) equipped with quick response sprinklers, 
extinguishers are only required in hazardous locations

Effective July 14, 2014 

Washington, 
DC 

The 2012 IFC was adopted with amendments, including an 
exception to 906.1 to allow Group E occupancies (educational) 
with quick response sprinklers to have extinguishers only in 
hazardous locations

Adopted and effective March 28, 2014

Feature
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By Mark Conroy

Feature

Portable Fire Extinguishers 
for Fireworks Stores

In a decision dated March 3, 2013, the NFPA announced that 
they withdrew NFPA 1124 (the fireworks code). The controversy 
relates to a long-standing dispute between NPFA and the Ameri-
can Pyrotechnics Association concerning fire sprinkler systems.  
Since no fire test data on sprinkler design was forthcoming, 
NFPA pulled the document.

Although the lack of a code for fireworks stores might cause 
some confusion initially, extinguishers are still needed for these 
businesses. From a practical standpoint, extinguishers are 
needed to put out small fires so there’s not a catastrophe. Also 
we all know the installation of extinguishers is independent of 
whether the building is equipped with automatic sprinklers (see 
NPFA 10, paragraph 6.1.1).

Since there are only four states that ban consumer fireworks 
altogether, there are thousands of facilities that need extinguish-
ers. Here are some general rules for extinguisher selection and 
installation:

accordance with NFPA 10, based on the 
Class A requirements for extra hazard 
occupancies.

Portable Fire Extinguishers 
for the Storage of 
Consumer Fireworks

At a minimum, a fireworks stor-
age area needs to have at least two 
extinguishers:

• One 2.5 gal water extinguisher
• One multi-purpose dry chemical 

extinguisher, rated 4-A:60-B:C  
or larger

Additionally, portable fire extin-
guishers need to be installed through-
out the storage area in accordance with 
NFPA 10, based on the Class A require-
ments for extra hazard occupancies.

These general rules provide reason-
able advice for the minimum number 
of extinguishers that should ever be in-
stalled at retail outlets. When it comes 
to safety around fireworks sales, the 
objective should be to knockout small 
fires in combustibles before they spread 
to the products. Additional extinguish-
ers, in strategic locations, might be 
needed based on the facility layout and 
the number of employees available at 
the time of a fire emergency. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA 10 committee. 
Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

"When it comes to safety around fireworks 
sales, the objective should be to knockout 
small fires in combustibles before they 
spread to the products."

Portable Fire Extinguishers for Consumer 
Fireworks Retail Stores

At a minimum, the floor area of a retail store needs to have at 
least two portable fire extinguishers:

• One 2.5 gal water extinguisher
• One multi-purpose dry chemical extinguisher, rated  

4-A:60-B:C or larger
Additionally, portable fire extinguishers need to be installed 

throughout the store in accordance with NFPA 10, based on the 
Class A requirements for extra hazard occupancies.

Portable Fire Extinguishers for Temporary 
Consumer Fireworks Retail Stores

Portable fire extinguishers need to be installed in accordance 
with NFPA 10, based on the Class A requirements for extra haz-
ard occupancies, except the maximum travel distance should not 
exceed 35 ft (10.6 m).

Portable Fire Extinguishers for Small 
Temporary Consumer Fireworks Retail 
Stands

Small temporary retail stands, of less than 200 ft2 (18.6 m2), 
need to have at least one portable fire extinguisher installed in AX240 21007867B
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Identification Signs are Required for Sprinkler 
Systems and Fire Department Connections
By Mark Conroy

Signs that provide information for 
automatic sprinkler systems are called 
identification signs. NFPA 13, Standard 
for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems, 
requires these signs to be installed at the 
time of system installation, and NFPA 25, 
Standard for the Inspection, Testing, and 
Maintenance of Water-Based Fire Pro-
tection Systems, requires that buildings 
be periodically checked to make sure 
the signs are still in place. Whether you 
provide those signs to sprinkler con-
tractors in your area, or have a qualified 
sprinkler fitter on your staff installing 
and checking for proper signage, the 
signs are extremely important for life 
safety and property protection.

Identification signs are required for 
automatic fire sprinkler systems to as-
sist the fire department and other end 
users of important valves, components, 
hydraulic information, and other criti-
cal information that must be routinely 
understood or quickly identified during 
a fire emergency. The signs are required 
to be metal or rigid plastic and provided 
with permanent marking. Each identi-
fication sign is required to be secured 
with a chain or an equivalent method.

Sprinkler System Control 
Valve Signs

Identification signs need to be pro-
vided at each sprinkler system control 
valve to indicate its function and what 
it controls (P/N A226). Each sign is pro-
vided to assist end-users in identify-
ing the portion of the building served 
by the valve associated with the sign. 
Additionally, systems that have more 
than one closed control valve (for ser-
vice purposes) must have a sign on 
each affected valve, referring to the 
existence and location of the other 
valves. The complexity of the signage 
relates directly to the complexity of the  
sprinkler system.

Fire Department 
Connection Signs

NFPA 13 requires each fire depart-
ment connection to be provided with 
a sign (P/N A244, A245, A246, and 
RA246). NFPA 25 requires fire depart-
ment connections to be inspected quar-
terly and that the identification signs 
are in place, properly located, and 
hung in an approved manner.

Hydraulic Design 
Information Signs

A sign is required to be displayed, 
which shows the hydraulic design infor-
mation. These signs can be placed at the 
alarm valve, dry pipe valve, preaction 
valve, or deluge valve supplying the 
hydraulically designed area. Each sign 
is required to have certain information, 
such as discharge densities and residual 
pressure. An example of a hydraulic de-
sign information sign is P/N A232.

Additional Identification 
Signs

Properly hung signs are also required 
to be placed at the system control riser 
supplying an antifreeze loop, dry sys-
tem, preaction system, or auxiliary 
system control valve. Those signs must 
provide the following information: 

• Location of the area served by the 
system (P/N A226)

• Location of auxiliary drains and 
low-point drains (P/N A225)

• The presence and location of anti-
freeze systems (P/N A224) or other 
auxiliary systems

Chain for Hanging  
Sprinkler Signs

NFPA 13 requires that sprinkler 
identification signs be hung using cor-
rosion-resistant wire, chain, or other 
approved means. The most common 
method for hanging the signs is to use 
double jack metal chain with s-hooks. 
The chain is economical, efficient, and 
easy to install.

Although the presence of the signs 
is ultimately the responsibility of the 
building owner or occupant, it nor-
mally takes a qualified and competent 
sprinkler fitter to determine which 
signs are needed and where they 
should be located. Providing the nec-
essary sprinkler system identification 
signs to your local sprinkler contractor 
or a qualified sprinkler fitter on your 
staff will result in increased revenue 
for you and safer buildings where these 
signs are displayed. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office. Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

A246

Sprinkler Fire Alarm Signs
According to NFPA 25, outside alarm 

devices need to be checked for proper 
signage. These signs are required to be 
near the alarm device and conspicuously 
located. Examples of signs used for this 
purpose are P/N A165 and RP251.

RP251

CHAIN AND HOOKS FOR 
HANGING SPRINKLER SIGNS

P/N Description

DJC4 4" Double Jack Chain

SHK Metal S-Hooks, Pkg/100
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By Charles Vincent
Smoke Alarm Disposal

The two types of smoke alarms most 
commonly encountered in the United 
States are ionization and photoelectric.
Ionization-type smoke alarms contain a 
very tiny amount of radioactive mate-
rial. Photoelectric-type smoke alarms 
do not contain any radioactive mate-
rial. Combination smoke alarms, which 
contain both ionization and photoelec-
tric smoke sensors, also contain a very 
tiny amount of radioactive material. 
Although some state regulations al-
low you to simply throw these smoke 
alarms in the trash, you will still need 
to remove the batteries from the alarm. 
Recycle the batteries according to state 
and local regulations. 

 Caution: Ionization alarms 
should never be opened. If you 
are unable to get the batteries 
out of the alarm without open-
ing it, please use option 2 or 3.

Disposal Information
Here are the three ways to dispose  

of your alarms: 
1) *If allowed in your area, remove 

the batteries and wrap the unit in 
newspaper. You then are able to 
throw the alarm in the trash.

2) *If accepted in your area, take to 
a local Recycle Center, or take to a 
Hazardous Material Waste Center.

3) Ionization smoke alarms and com-
bination smoke alarms (ionization 
and photo electronic) can be sent 
back to the manufacturer. They 

have the equipment to properly 
and safely dispose of the alarms.

*Check with state or local municipal or 
household hazardous waste authorities. F

For more information on the proper 
disposal of smoke alarms, please see one 
of the sites listed below. 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/fireservice/
prevention_education/detection_notifica-
tion/detector_disposal.shtm

http://www.epa.gov/radiation/
sources/smoke_dispose.html

Charles Vincent is a Hazardous Materials  
Specialist in our Charlotte, NC office.  
Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

It is with deep regret that we an-
nounce the passing of Chief Dar-
rell “Hoagie” Harguth, a longtime 
member of the Brooks’ family as 
well as the fire and safety industry. 
He retired from Brooks’ in 2013 af-
ter 12 years as our Code Consultant 
but had represented us in numer-
ous Fire Prevention Officer (FPO) 
groups and Advisory Committees, 

including CALSAFE. 
Hoagie also authored 
From a Chief’s Per-
spective, a column we 
featured quarterly in 
Hot Topics. His con-
tributions to Brooks 
and the industry have 
been many. So much 
so, that in 2008, the 

"Chief Darrell Harguth" 1934 to 2014

In Memoriam 

National Association of 
Fire Equipment Distribu-
tors (NAFED) awarded him 
with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

We will always be in-
debted to this truly amaz-
ing man. He was proud to 
serve our industry and we 
were proud to have him. F

Did You Know?

At Brooks, we take 
quality seriously. We’re 
not going to risk our 
name, or yours, selling 
questionable products. 
If it’s from Brooks, you 
can trust it will work.

9000136

PE9E

442007
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The Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) is tasked with 
protecting workers from exposure to 
hazards through required lockout/ 
tagout programs developed and imple-
mented by employers (your customers). 
OSHA Standard for Control of Hazard-
ous Energy (Lockout/Tagout), CFR 29, 
Part 1910.147, mandates equipment 
for disabling machinery, equipment, 
or electrical circuits during cleaning, 
maintenance, and repair in order to 
prevent injuries and fatalities.

Providing your customers with com-
pliant lockout tags and lockout equip-
ment will help them avoid costly 
fines and contribute to a reduction in  
injuries and fatalities. 

Here are some important questions 
and answers to share with your cus-
tomers for purchasing lockout tags  
and equipment.

How can your customer 
comply with OSHA and 
protect workers?

OSHA, CFR 29, Part 1910.147 estab-
lishes your customer’s responsibility 
to protect workers. It allows flexibility 
to develop a program suited to each 
workplace. Your customer is required 
to develop a program and purchase the 
appropriate lockout or tagout devices 
to comply with OSHA.

Why is it important for your 
customer to comply with 
OSHA for Lockout/Tagout 
equipment?

• Craft workers, machine operators, 
and laborers are among the three 
million workers at risk.

• Compliance prevents an estimated 
120 fatalities and 50,000 injuries 
each year.

• Injured workers lose an average of 
24 workdays for recuperation.

Regulations Help You Sell Lockout/ 
Tagout Equipment

What must your customer 
do to comply with OSHA?

• Develop, implement, and enforce  
a lockout/tagout program.

• Use only compliant lockout  
devices for equipment. 

• Inspect energy control procedures 
at least annually.

What does OSHA require 
of the lockout and tagout 
equipment?

• Must be durable and singularly 
identified.

• Must be standardized in at least 
one of the following criteria: color, 
shape, or size. 

• Must be standardized, as to print 
and format.

What else does OSHA 
require of tagout devices?

• Must be constructed and printed 
to withstand weather conditions 
and corrosive environments.

• Must be standardized in print  
and format and understandable  
by all employees.

• Must include a legend, such as:  
“Do Not Start”, “Do Not Open”,  
or “Do Not Operate”.

By Mark Conroy

What protective equipment 
must be provided by your 
customer to comply with 
OSHA?

• Locks, tags, and other equip- 
ment specifically designed for  
this purpose.

Your customers have a vested in-
terest in complying with OSHA and 
protecting workers from exposure to 
hazardous energy through lockout/
tagout programs. By providing them 
with compliant tags and lockout de-
vices, you are ensuring a safer work 
enviroment for your customers, which 
contributes to an overall reduction in  
injuries and fatalities in the United 
States each year. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office. Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

Tables continued on page 7

LTC1

PADLOCKS FOR LOCKOUTS
Material Construction Keyed Shackle P/N

Steel Laminate Different 7/8" L40

Aluminum Solid (Blue) Different 11/2" 1106B

Aluminum Solid (Red) Different 11/2" 1106R

Aluminum Solid (Blue) Different 3" 1107B

Aluminum Solid (Red) Different 3" 1107R

LOCKOUT HASPS
Description Size P/N

Lockout Hasp Universal MS01

Lockout Hasp 1" OG80

Lockout Hasp 11/2" OG82

TAGOUT TAGS
Description P/N

“Do Not Operate” ELA290

“Do Not Open” ELA255

“Do Not Start” ELA250
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Meet Kathy Cullop - Account Manager
Before moving to North Carolina and 

joining Brooks in February 1999, Kathy 
worked for Ansul in Wisconsin, where 
she was born and raised. She started 
in Human Resources, which lead into 
a Customer Service position. But for 
the last 15 years, she's been a valuable 
part of our family, working as a Brooks 
Account Manager. If you've had the 
pleasure of dealing with her, you 
know her customer service is second to 
none, as is her extensive knowledge of 
Brooks’ products. 

Kathy’s favorite part of her job is 
the relationships she has built with 

her customers over the 
years. “After working 
with some of them for 
15 years, they have be-
come more than just a 
customer to me. I con-
sider them friends,” says 
Kathy. She also enjoys 
the people she gets to 
work with every day.

One of her goals is to help her cus-
tomers' business run smoothly. She's 
diligent, too, following best business 
practices to make sure she meets her 
customer’s expectations, like returning 

Employee Spotlight

“You have to do the right thing... You may never know what results come from your action.  
But if you do nothing, there will be no result.” ~ Mohandas K. Gandhi

OSHA Lockout/Tagout Fine $540K
In a December 16, 2011 industrial accident, a 

28-year-old worker died while cleaning machines at 
a food processing plant in Massachusetts. According 
to a local newspaper article, the accident could have 
been prevented if the plant had followed a standard 
safety practice known as “lockout/tagout”. The 
owners of the plant paid a $540,000 fine to OSHA 
following the accident.

Continued from page 6

calls in a timely manner and 
keeping her word when she 
makes a promise to a cus-
tomer. “I always keep in the 
back of my mind: Treat the 
customer how I would want 
to be treated,” she says.

When she is not at work, 
Kathy loves spending time 
with her husband, Jimmy, 

and dog, Stevie. They do anything 
from camping and spending time in the 
North Carolina mountains to zip-lining 
and even skydiving! F

VALVE LOCKOUTS
Description Size P/N

Lockout for Ball Valve 3/8" - 11/4" BS01

Lockout for Ball Valve 11/2" - 21/2" BS02

Lockout for Ball Valve 2" - 8" BS03D

Lockout for Butterfly Valve Universal BS04D

Lockout for Gate Valve 1" - 3" ML480

Lockout for Gate Valve 2" - 5" ML481

Lockout for Gate Valve 4" - 61/2" ML482

Lockout for Wheel Valve Up to 21/2" Dia VS02

Lockout for Wheel Valve 21/2 - 5" Dia VS04

Lockout for Wheel Valve 5" - 61/2" Dia VS06

Lockout for Wheel Valve 61/2" - 10" Dia VS09D

Lockout for Wheel Valve 10" - 14" Dia VS13D

Lockout for Cylinder Gas Valve Universal MLS3910

LOCKOUT/TAGOUT CENTERS,  
PANELS, AND LOCK BOXES

Description Size P/N

Lockout/Tagout Center Small LTC1

Lockout/Tagout Center Large LTC2

Lockout Station Panel N/A L0S1

Group Lock Box N/A GLB01

ELECTRICAL PLUG “LOCK-A-PLUG” BOXES
Description Volts P/N

Lock-a-Plug 110 VAC LP110

Lock-a-Plug 220/550 VAC LP550

CIRCUIT BREAKER LOCKOUTS
Description P/N

Lockout for Single Pole w/o Hole CB03

Lockout for Single Pole w/ Hole CB01

Lockout for Double Pole w/o Crossbar CB04

Lockout for Double Pole w/ Crossbar CB02
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For more information on these featured products, visit brooksequipment.com.

Lockout/Tagout Center Single Cylinder Hand Truck

SnapToggle Anchor

Sprinkler Gauge Valve Kit

Get More Privileges  
At Brooks!

Available to Rewards 
Members only, the “Rewards 
Technician Series” is a monthly publication 
with code updates, educational information, 
directions, and tips. It’s a great way to increase 
your industry knowledge, helping you to better 
service your customers. In addition, you’ll continue 
to get members-only prices and guaranteed 
availability on technician training classes. For more 
information, visit us online at brooksequipment.
com or call your Account Manager today!

LOCKOUT/TAGOUT CENTERS 
offer a convenient way to locate 
and store lockout items. Made 
of double-molded polystyrene 
with hanging lock hooks. Small 
center measures 24" x 18". The 
large center measures 35" x 24".  
NOTE: Tags do not have grommets.

CYLTRK1

State Specific Stamps

The SNAPTOGGLE® ANCHOR is a 
heavy-duty hollow wall anchor for use 
in walls, ceilings, or floors made from 
gypsum board, drywall with a steel stud, 
concrete block, and tile over drywall, 
etc. Its solid-metal channel secures the 
bolt and out holds wing toggles.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, 
Brooks Equipment expressly disclaims any liability for errors or omissions. The user of this article or the product(s) is responsible for verifying the information’s 
accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.

LTC2

The SPRINKLER GAUGE 
VALVE KIT is perfect for 
sprinkler systems without 
3-way valves or ones that need 
replacing. SGVK comes with 
three 1/4" nipples (21/2", 4", 
and 6"), a 1/2" x 1/4" reducing 
bushing, a brass 3-way valve, 
and a 1/4" plug. TWGV25 allows 
gauge replacement without 
shutting off the water.

Custom-imprinted SELF-INKING 
STAMP KIT comes complete with 
everything you need—stamp, ink, 
and dry cartridge. Easily stamps 
standard and coated cardstock. 
Stamp also features clear position-
ing window for accurate position-
ing and replaceable ink cartridges. 
STAMP1 offers 2500 impressions 
and STAMP2 8000 impressions per 
bottle of ink.

Standard gas cylinder HAND TRUCK 
features semi-pneumatic tires (10" x 
23/4") and steel construction. Includes 
heavy-duty holding chain. Truck is 48" 
high with a 7" x 14" base plate. Green. 

SGVK

25013ST


