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When provided with an option 
(classroom or online), 40% said 
they would prefer online training 
over classroom seminars.

We conducted a nationwide survey of Fire Equipment Distributor (FED) owners 
and managers, soliciting their views, preferences, and challenges regarding 
technician training. Here's what we found.

For respondents planning to invest 
in additional technician training, 
22.3% expressed interest in 
E-Light courses and 43% 
preferred course work on Codes.

Of respondents having attended 
a Brooks E-Light Class, 72.3% 
report an increase in revenue, 
while additional respondents 
said it is too soon to quantify.

"Your Exit/Emergency Light Class was 
extremely professional and well worth the 
investment. I would definitely recommend 
it as a way to help increase stop ticket 
averages by providing the additional safety 
services taught in this class."

– Mel Folbrecht 
Fire Equipment Services
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Message From  
The President

Dear Valued Brooks Customer,

As we move into cooler times, when the air turns crisp and is filled with falling leaves and footballs, 
it's a good time to reflect on things. After all, the year is just about finished. And hopefully you find 
yourself and your business right where you want to be. I know at Brooks, we've had an awesome 
year, thanks to you, and look forward to finishing it out with you bigger and better than ever before. 

Remember, we have the experience and expertise you and your company need. Our engineers are 
second to none in industry knowledge and product support. We have a number of individuals that 
sit on legislative committees at the state and local levels. Plus we offer different types of training in 
the form of articles, like our Tech Tips and Hot Topics as well as E-Light classes. We also stay abreast 
of all the latest codes so you can be sure to stay compliant.

And, of course, you can rely on Brooks to provide you with the very best products available, products that you can trust to 
work in an emergency. From all types of firefighting equipment to all of the products you need to service them, no one in the 
industry offers you more selection or faster delivery. 

Finally, watch your mail for 4th Quarter Specials. We'll be running them for the remainder of 2014, offering you great ways to 
save! Also be sure to check out our 4th Quarter Survey Results as well as everything in this issue of Hot Topics. Our technical 
experts work hard to provide you with its valuable content to support your business. 

Thank you for choosing Brooks.

Sincerely,

Tim Foughty 
President
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“Success is...knowing your purpose in life, growing to reach your maximum potential, 
and sowing seeds that benefit others.” ~ John C. Maxwell

Class D Extinguishers are Only for Metal Fires
Class D extinguishers are needed for 

certain metal fabrication shops and ma-
chine shops where metal chips, shav-
ings, and powder are by-products of 
the operations. These extinguishers are 
also needed at certain recycling plants, 
where metals end up and are ground 
up for return to production facilities. 
When a fire occurs at any one of these 
facilities, the right extinguisher must 
be readily available so the fire doesn’t 
spread beyond the point of origin.

Dry chemical and halogenated agent 
extinguishers are not the right choice 
for this application. The extinguishers 
that match the hazard are Class D dry 

powder extinguishers, such as 
AX570 or DDPAX571. They not 
only have the right extinguish-
ing agent, that won’t react with 
the burning metal, but they 
have a wand applicator that 
keeps the user at a reasonably 
safe distance from the intense 
heat and toxic smoke. Another 
feature of these extinguishers 
is a gentle or soft flow, which 
not only keeps the surface from 
being disturbed but also al-
lows the agent to be applied in 
a manner that will pile up and 
smother the fire.

By Mark Conroy

AX570

RP257

And when you do the install, 
don’t forget the sign (RP257), 
as these extinguishers are only 
meant for use on combustible 
metal fires. F
Mark Conroy is 
an engineer in our 
Boston, MA office 
and a member of 
the NFPA 10 Tech-
nical Committee. 
Copyright © 2014, 
all rights reserved.

Feature
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By Mark Conroy

Feature

The Right Tools for Installing 
Restaurant System Link 
Brackets and Pipe Hangers

Restaurant system installs are quick if your technicians have 
the right tools. With the right tools, they are efficient and your 
profits are maximized. An investment in a Quick-Mount Fas-
tener Tool (P/N QMTOOL) might be the best investment you’ll 
make all year.

Restaurant system link brackets and pipe hangers typically 
require two screws to install. After drilling the two holes in the 
hood, you install a threaded fitting called a rivet nut (rivnut). 
Once you’ve installed the rivnut, you can now mount the bracket 

or hanger to the hood. If you are only 
doing a few in a year, you might be 
able to get by with the Wrench-Type 
Installation Tool (P/N QMTOOLM). 
If a big part of your business is res-
taurant systems, it makes sense to 
invest in the Quick-Mount Fastener 
Tool (P/N QMTOOL).

Since you’re doing it to code, NFPA 96 requires the use of a 
listed fastener that seals the penetration. Brooks’ Rivet Nut Fas-
tener (P/N QMT) is an easily installed UL listed fastener in com-
pliance with the NFPA 96 requirement for sealing the penetra-
tion. Once installed in the hood, the rivnut accepts a 1/4" Screw 
(P/N QMS) and you can attach any link bracket or pipe hanger 
to the hood with these screws and rivnuts.

 
Procedure

You’ll need a drill with a Quick Mount Drill Bit (P/N QDRILL). 
Drill the two holes into the hood that match the final location of 
the bracket or hanger you’ll be installing. If you’re using a sharp 
bit, you should have no burs on either side of the hole you’ve 
just drilled. You’ll also note that the rivnut slides into the hole 
with just the right amount of play.

Spin the rivnut onto the Quick-Mount Fastener Tool and 
you’re ready to install. You’ll note the handles are extended. 
Take the tool and insert the rivnut into the hole you just drilled 
in the hood. Now push the tool handle together (similar to us-
ing a bolt cutter tool). You’ll feel the pressure as the back of the 
rivnut starts to mushroom and the fitting becomes snug. It won’t 
“pop” like a pop-rivet gun, so stop once it is snug. The install is 
complete once the mushroom is created and the rivnut is snug in 
the hole. Simply pull the black knob on the end of the spindle 
to unscrew the mandrel from the fastener and you’ve finished 
installing the rivnut.

Once you’ve installed both rivnuts, the bracket or hanger can 
be screwed into the rivnuts using 1/4" Screws (P/N QMS).

You’ll love the simplicity of the Quick-
Mount Fastener Tool. You’ll probably 
need a little practice though, so test it 
out at the shop with a piece of scrap. 
When you do, you’ll be able to see the 
mushroom created on the back and see 
the rivnut is snug and won’t come out 
of the hole under normal circumstances.

After a few installs, you’ll see the 
value in the investment of a Quick-
Mount Fastener Tool. You’ll find that it’s 
the right tool for the job and your tech-
nicians will only be using the Wrench-
Type Installation Tool for quick fixes. 
Providing these tools to your techni-
cians is the right thing to do. They will 
enjoy the ease of installing brackets and 
hangers and the work will be done in 
record time. They will also walk away 
knowing they’ve done a quality install. 
And you’ll reap the profits from having 
efficient work done that is code compli-
ant. Ultimately, you customers will be 
satisfied with a professional install that 
will help ensure safety at their restau-
rants for the lifetime of the hoods. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA 17/17A and 
96 Technical Committee. Copyright © 2014,  
all rights reserved.

“...Brooks’ Rivet Nut Fastener 
(P/N QMT) is an easily installed 
UL listed fastener in compliance 
with the NFPA 96 requirement 

for sealing the penetration.”

QMTOOLQMTOOLM

QMS,

QDRILL

QMT
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Tech Tip

Did You Know?

At Brooks, each year we do our best to 
add the products our customers ask for. 
If you have a product idea let us know 
and we will do our best to source it.

Building owners and tenants have many questions regard-
ing portable fire extinguishers. Here are some common ques-
tions and some straight forward answers that will provide the 
insights they need.

Q. Do I have enough fire extinguishers?

A. In a fire emergency, someone will need to walk from the 
fire and retrieve an extinguisher and then return to the 
fire and begin extinguishing it. That takes time. The num-
ber of seconds it takes to get the extinguisher and put 
out a fire operation dictates the spacing. The number of 
extinguishers and the spacing of those extinguishers is 
required to comply with the national standard, NFPA 10 
and approved by the local authority having jurisdiction. 
Extinguisher service companies have special training for 
selection and distribution of fire extinguishers.

Q. How are fire extinguisher locations determined?

A. Although the objective is uniform distribution, there are 
several preferred locations. Extinguishers are always in-
stalled near entrance and exits doors. Additional extin-
guishers are provided along normal paths of travel, which 
means they will be readily available in the event of a  
fire emergency.

Q. Do I need to make sure I’ve 
got the right fire extinguisher 
before I use it?

A. Generally speaking, each extin-
guisher matches the materials that 
can burn in the area. Since the 
right extinguisher has been in-
stalled and is regularly serviced, it 
can be used on a fire in the imme-
diate vicinity of its location.

Q. If I pick a fire extinguisher up, 
will it go off?

A. Nobody should be afraid to pick up an extinguisher by 
the handle. There is a pin in the handle that keeps the ex-
tinguisher from being discharged. When there’s a fire, the 
operator pulls the pin and squeezes the lever and handle 
together to discharge it on a fire.

Q. What do I do if a fire extinguisher is damaged or the 
gauge needle is in the red area?

A. Call your extinguisher company. The extinguisher needs 
to be serviced or replaced.

Q. Why are there signs with the 
words “FIRE EXTINGUISHER” 
right by the extinguishers?

A. In fire emergencies, people look for 
exits and fire extinguishers. Signs 
help them quickly locate both.

Q. Is it okay to have a fire extin-
guisher sitting on the floor?

A. Every extinguisher is required to 
be installed on a special hanger 
or bracket; or in an extinguisher 
cabinet or specially designed wall recess. If an extin-
guisher is found on a floor, an extinguisher company 
should be called to properly mount it.

Q. Do fire extinguishers need to be checked every month?

A. Insurance companies and fire inspectors expect extin-
guishers to be checked every month. A trained techni-
cian from an extinguisher company is well informed 
and will know the problems to look for during those  
monthly checks.

Although most building owners and tenants know the im-
portance of using portable fire extinguishers during the early 
stage fires, they may not be able to answer all of these ques-
tions. Consider sharing this knowledge with your customers 
and see if there are any additional services that you can pro-
vide them to help make their buildings fire safe. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office and a member of the 
NFPA 10 Technical Committee. Copyright © 2014, all rights reserved.

Fire Extinguishers: Questions and Answers 
for Building Owners and Tenants
By Mark Conroy

21007867B

PTD109
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Feature

Brooks continues to monitor legislative issues and code adoptions.  Alaska has adopted the 2012 International Codes including 
IFC 906.1 with no changes to the extinguisher requirements.  In Hawaii, a fire code council is in the process of developing draft 
regulations for licensing of persons performing maintenance on extinguishers, fire suppression systems, and fire alarm systems.  
Oklahoma transferred the responsibility for licensing of persons working in fire protection from the board of health to the 
state fire marshal and has introduced new experience requirements for the lead persons (extinguishers and pre-engineered 
only). New Jersey had two corresponding bills introduced to expand the installation of fire suppression systems in schools that 
were referred to committee. A bill was introduced in New York that would impact licensing and certification for plumbers and 
sprinkler fitters, but no action was taken before the legislative session ended. Indiana and Virginia have been working on new 
editions of their fire codes. The new code in Indiana requires extinguishers only in hazardous areas and where required by 
ordinance. Virginia’s code has tradeoffs for quick response sprinklers in lieu of extinguishers for certain areas or occupancies.

Status of State Legislation as of August 2014

Brooks Tracks State Legislation
By Mark Conroy

State Summary Status
Alaska Alaska's Division of Fire and Life Safety is in the process or 

adopting the 2012 ICC Codes, including the 2012 IFC.  The  
proposed code update does not include any proposed changes  
to Section 906.1 (extinguishers).

After the public comment  
period ends (July 31, 2014), the  
regulations will become effective 
without wfurther notice

Hawaii Licensing bills passed (maintenance of extinguishers, fire  
protection systems, and fire alarm systems).

The state fire council is drafting  
regulations for licensing 

Indiana Draft code released based on 2012 IFC with amendment for 
extinguishers only in hazardous areas and where required  
by ordinance.

Anticipated effective date,  
December 1, 2014

Oklahoma Licensing program transferred from the state health board to  
state fire marshal. Qualified agents: extinguishers need 2,000  
hours of experience and 4,000 for pre-engineered. No change  
for engineered system work.

Executive order signed by  
governor, June 19, 2014

New Jersey A.B. 3307 and S.B. 2094 would require automatic fire suppression 
systems in all elementary and secondary schools 12,000 square 
feet or larger. New Jersey already requires all new construction 
schools to have systems. This legislation expands that requirement 
to include all schools larger than 12,000 square feet, which would  
include existing structures.

Referred to the Assembly  
Committee on Education

New York S.B.7450 would amend licensing and certification for plumbing 
and mechanical trades. The intent of the legislation is to regulate, 
license, and certify the business of plumbing and related 
mechanical trades, which includes sprinkler systems.

New York's legislative session  
ends on June 30 with no action  
on this bill

Virginia State Fire Code updated to 2012 IFC with amendments. 
Extinguishers are only required in hazardous locations for  
Groups A, B and E occupancies (assembly, business, and 
educational) equipped with quick response sprinklers.

Effective July 14, 2014 

At Brooks, we take industry oversight seriously. From codes to  
local and state regulations, we work feverishly to protect our industry,  

helping to make our communities a safer place to live and work.
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Extinguisher Cabinet Solutions
By Mark Conroy

For economical cabinet solutions, plastic is hard to beat. We 
know that because we have taken a close look at the polymers 
and designs that make up these cabinets. And to help you 
decide which ones will meet your customer's needs the best; 
we have tabled our recommendations (below), showing the 
ideal solutions for quality extinguisher protection.

Economical Plastic Cabinets
These cabinets protect extinguishers from getting "bumped 

off" the hangers. Recommend plastic “surface-mount” cabi-
nets with pull-off covers. Cabinets are white or red with clear 
or red covers. Bubble Covers for Metal Cabinets 

These bubble covers fit on the metal cabinets with full door 
styles. They are available in acrylic or polycarbonate for extra 
strength. 

Plastic Cabinets with Plastic Break Fronts
Order plastic cabinets with “break fronts" in red or white 

and don’t forget the striker hammer. Replacement top panels, 
front break panels, and front frames are also available.

Plastic Bubble Cabinet
This is a heavy-duty, tough cabinet that that provides long-

term weather protection.

Fiberglass Extinguisher Cabinets
These cabinets are employed to protect extinguishers from 

salt air, corrosive chemicals, dust, or insects. Their doors have 
a seal that shuts out harmful elements. Model FGC26 can also 
be mounted on the FireTech Extinguisher Stand FES2.

The solution to your customer’s need for extinguisher pro-
tection is sometimes the economical route.  Remember that 
plastic cabinets fill this need while increasing your revenues. 
We did the homework and offer the best selling polymer-con-
structed cabinets available today. Just match the extinguisher 
dimensions to the cabinet dimensions and get your installs 
going fast. And remember to keep a bunch of spares in the 
vans as it is sometimes amazing what gets damaged or vandal-
ized in the field. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office and a member of the 
NFPA Technical Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers. Copyright © 
2014, all rights reserved.

P/N HEIGHT WIDTH DEPTH
MAX 
EXTR.

COVER 
HEIGHT

COVER 
WIDTH

MJ 18 1/4" 8 1/2" 5 3/8" 16 3/4" 19 1/4" 8 7/8"

M2J 21 3/4" 9 5/8" 6 3/8" 20" 23" 10 3/16"

M2 25 3/4" 9 5/8" 6 3/8" 24" 27" 10 3/16"

P/N HEIGHT WIDTH DEPTH MAX EXTR.

FT5 19" 8" 6 3/8" 17"

FT10 23" 9" 7" 21"

FT20 28" 11" 9" 26"

P/N HEIGHT WIDTH DEPTH MAX EXTR.

FT101 30" 11" 8 1/4" 28"

P/N HEIGHT WIDTH DEPTH MAX EXTR.

FGC10 26 1/8" 13" 9" 23 1/2"

FGC26 27 1/8" 15 1/2" 9 3/4" 24 1/2"

FGC35R 36 1/4" 19 3/8" 13 1/2" 33 1/4"

P/N B1 B2 B3 B4 B5

Height 21 1/2" 22 1/4" 28" 28 1/2" 29 1/2"

Width 6 3/4" 8 1/2" 11 15/16" 12 3/5" 13 1/4"

FT10PW FT101 FGC10 Bubble Cover 
w/BL255

M2JRC
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Tech Tip

Meet Charles Vincent - Hazardous Materials Specialist
Charles Vincent began his career with Brooks at the 

Charlotte Warehouse in January 2008, but he recently moved 
to Hazmat Specialist in June of 2013. While working in the 
warehouse he handled most of our hazmat packages and 
learned mostly on the job.  He has attended several training 
seminars, and now spends most his days interpreting 
regulations to see how they impact Brooks and making sure 
our operations are always compliant. 

His new co-workers enjoy having him around; Charles en-
joys building relationships in his work environment. During 
his work at the warehouse, he would talk with customers 
about what their specific jobs entailed to get a better under-
standing of what we do here at Brooks for our customers. 

He enjoys doing research to learn 
new information within his field, 
and helping solve problems and 
issues that arise day to day.

On the weekends, Charles en-
joys being outdoors by grilling 
out and golfing. He likes heading 
to uptown Charlotte to watch the 
Knights baseball team play. He is 
also a huge Chicago sports fan! F

Employee Spotlight

Everyone knows you need extin-
guishers in restaurants, but which ones 
and how many is where some people 
get lost. 

When approaching a customer with 
a commercial cooking operation (res-
taurant), inform him that all build-
ings have Class A fire hazards and that 
you will be installing multi-purpose 
dry chemical extinguishers through-
out the building. Let him know that 
these extinguishers are ABC rated and 
are intended for all fires, except cook-
ing grease. The main thing is to let him 
know there will be no point more than 
75 ft from an extinguisher.

Your next step is to install extin-
guishers for the additional hazards. 
The cooking areas of restaurants need 
special extinguishers. Every appli-
ance that uses cooking oil needs Class 
K extinguishers. This includes deep fat 
fryers, griddles, and stove top pans. 
In simple terms, Class K extinguishers 
are required for the protection of these 
cooking appliances because of the spe-
cial fire hazards related to them. 

NFPA 10 says you need an extin-
guisher within 30 ft of these appliances. 

Just remember not to double up on 
the extinguishers unless the restaurant 
owner requests additional extinguishers. 
The trick is “travel distance” from an 
appliance to an extinguisher. NFPA 10 
has the following requirement for Class 
K Hazards:

6.6.2 Maximum travel  
distance shall not exceed 30 ft 
(9.15 m) from the hazard to  
the extinguishers.

Place the Class K extinguishers so 
that they protect several appliances. If 
you have two or three appliances and 
you can put one Class K extinguisher 
within 30 ft of those appliances, you’ve 
covered the hazard. You don’t need an 
extinguisher for each appliance, just 
one within 30 ft. But often times there 
are multiple cooking stations, so make 
sure each station has a Class K extin-
guisher within 30 ft.

Always remember to install a sign 
that says to dump the extinguishing 
system prior to using an extinguisher. 
NFPA requires these signs be installed 
for each Class K extinguisher. Brooks 
has made your job easier with two op-
tions. Our signs (BL189 and A273) are 

By Mark Conroy

code compliant, so either one will work 
for your customer.

For restaurants, always anticipate in-
stalling ABC dry chemical extinguish-
ers for building coverage and Class K 
extinguishers for the cooking area, and 
don’t forget the signs for the Class K. 
With these simple tips, you should be 
able to provide the right type and num-
ber of extinguishers for restaurants 
and make sure your customers are code 
compliant for extinguisher coverage. F
Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA 
office and a member of the NFPA 10 Technical 
Committee. Copyright © 2014, all rights re-
served. Brooks Tech Tips can be reproduced with 
permission from Brooks.

Restaurant Extinguishers: Do Your 
Customers Have the Right Ones?

25064B AX260
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For more information on these featured products, visit brooksequipment.com.

Ductmate® Duct Access Doors

BucketBoss® Holsters

Get More Privileges  
At Brooks!

Available to Rewards 
Members only, the “Rewards 
Technician Series” is a monthly publication 
with code updates, educational information, 
directions, and tips. It’s a great way to increase 
your industry knowledge, helping you to better 
service your customers. In addition, you’ll continue 
to get members-only prices and guaranteed 
availability on technician training classes. For more 
information, visit us online at brooksequipment.
com or call your Account Manager today!

This is an ingenious tool that tightens/loosens Jiffy Seal 
hex nuts and bodies in ventilation hoods. Its unique design 
fits into tight spaces easily and works with Brooks TL1228 
drive handle. Made of heat-treated steel with carboni-

tride/zinc plating, the 
wrench automatically 
finds the right slot 
angle and indexes to 
the next position when 
in use. Wrenches and 
driver sold separately. 
See catalog for sizes.

Energizer® Solar Folding Lantern

Fastener is UL listed and conforms to NFPA 96 
requirements. Combines the thread producing features 
with a high-temperature thread jamming coating. The 
friction from installing the screw activates the thread 

jammer to assure the grease-tite 
seal. The package includes a 
double-ended 1/8" pilot drill with 
a 135° split point design for 
drilling through stainless steel.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, 
Brooks Equipment expressly disclaims any liability for errors or omissions. The user of this article or the product(s) is responsible for verifying the information’s 
accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.

D106ULBI

Holsters incorporate dense foam 
padding and a spring steel clip. CPH2 
fits many newer phones, including 
Galaxy S3 and all iPhones.

Featuring dual power sources, 
it operates on solar energy 
(charges even in low light) or on 
three D-cell alkaline batteries. 
What’s more, in addition to 
solar charging. And it’s flexible, 
folding out for 180° or 360° 
of bright light. Runs up to 
five hours (solar) or 165 hours 
(alkaline batteries). Orange.

Doors are UL1978 listed and meet NFPA 96 standards. 
Easy to install, no welding, drilling or special tools 
needed saving installation time. Available in a variety of 
sizes and includes a self-adhesive template for the duct 

opening to be used. Consists 
of two layers of 11 ga steel 
(S.S. also available) and a high 
temperature ceramic board 
rated to 2300°.
NOTE: For steel duct use only!

Jiffy Seal Ratcheting Wrench

CPH2

SOLRE35BP

TL388

TL1228

Jiffy "Grease-Tite" Fasteners

GTF1


