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By Mark Conroy

There are many NFPA standards that impact our industry and 
currently several, including NFPA 10, Portable Fire Extinguish-
ers, NFPA 17 Dry Chemical Extinguishing Systems, NFPA 17A, Wet 
Chemical Extinguishing Systems, and NFPA 96, Ventilation Control 
and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations are all being 
revised for 2017. With representation on each of the NFPA Techni-
cal Committees responsible for updating these standards, Brooks has 
been involved in the revision process. Our interest is to defend the 
position of the fire equipment distributors and push for positive 
changes for our industry, while always keeping safety in mind. With 
this involvement, we have first-hand knowledge of all of the changes 
and can easily summarize the information in the NFPA reports. In 
this special issue of Hot Topics, we provide you a preview of what to 
expect in the 2017 editions of these standards. NFPA 17, 17A, and 96 
should be available early next year and NFPA 10 should be available 
by late summer due to a challenge on one of the changes.

Each compendium, throughout this issue, is based on the first and 
second draft revisions of each NFPA standard. The information in these 
compendiums is as accurate as can be accomplished with this type of 
reviewing and reporting. With that said, readers should not rely solely 
on this information and should also review the complete information 
contained on the NFPA website. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, MA office and a member of several NFPA Technical 
Committees. Copyright © 2016, all rights reserved.
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From Team Brooks

Dear Friend,

Departing from our typical format, this issue of Hot Topics deals almost entirely with upcoming changes to four major 
NFPA standards. Offering an advanced look at what NFPA has in-store for the industry, this issue explores these changes 
to give you a better understanding of what to expect.

The 2017 editions we will examine are:
• NFPA 10, Portable Fire Extinguishers
• NFPA 17, Dry Chemical Extinguishing Systems
• NFPA 17A, Wet Chemical Extinguishing Systems
• NFPA 96, Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations

Please take the time to read through all of these changes for the most recent NFPA revision cycle. Understanding the codes 
and standards undoubtedly leads to better outcomes for you and your customers.

Keep in mind, too, that Brooks has four people who are principal or alternate members of nine separate NFPA committees. 
And no other company in our industry invests as heavily in the codes and standards arena as we do. Why? Because Brooks 
believes that Fire Equipment Distributors need to have a voice at this level.

In closing, we hope you find this issue of Hot Topics informative as well as relevant and interesting. Please email your 
account manager if you found this content valuable or with any questions you might have about the upcoming changes in 
these standards or our involvement with NFPA. We always love hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Team Brooks

NFPA campaign for fire prevention week
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Article 1

Continued on page 5

NFPA 10, 2017 Edition
Local Alarms for Extinguishers – Extinguisher local alarms are for possible theft, vandalism, or 
misuse and are now categorized as “electronic monitoring” (3.3.10) but are not a substitute for 
monthly inspections.

Extinguisher Monthly Inspections – The property owner decides whether extinguishers are visually  
inspected or electronically monitored (7.2.2.1). If a product is selected to substitute for any one or all  
of monthly inspection requirements, the AHJ must specifically approve of substitution (7.2.2.2).  
7.2.2(2) requires a monthly check for extinguisher visibility or means to identify location (signs).

Extinguisher Signs – Extinguishers must be installed in locations so extinguishers are visible 
(6.1.3.3.1). An exception (6.1.3.3.2) requires signs or other means be installed where visual  
obstructions can’t be avoided. Signs are to be installed in close proximity to these extinguishers, 
visible from path of travel.

Temporary Extinguisher Stands – A.6.1.3.4 for hanging extinguishers at temporary job sites  
was updated to recognize many portable stands. Mounting heights (6.1.3.8) are now referenced  
for stands.

Extinguisher Hangers – To preclude using a wrong hanger for an extinguisher, A.6.1.3.4 (1) was 
added and an example says a 10 lb extinguisher should not be hung on a 5 lb extinguisher hanger.

Extinguisher Covers and Strap-Type Brackets – Extinguisher protective covers are now specifically recom-
mended for extinguishers susceptible to environmental damage (A.6.1.3.7). An FED should be consulted for covers  
or special mounting equipment, like strap-type vehicle brackets.

Extinguisher Cabinets – Only surface-mounted cabinets or listed fire-rated cabinets are appropriate for fire-resistance-
rated walls 6.1.3.10.

Extinguisher Operating Instructions – Paragraph 6.1.3.9.1 now requires fire extinguishers be installed so operating 
instructions face outward once extinguisher is installed.

Class K Extinguishers – New A.6.6.1 says fryers, griddles, and stove tops hazards are examples where Class K extin-
guishers are needed and are not limited to these examples.

High Flow Extinguishers – New A.6.3.1.1 says ratings in Table 6.3.1.1are based on UL 711 fire tests in square pans.  
This supports the need for high flow extinguishers for flowing flammable liquids fires.

Clean Agent Extinguishers – Delicate electronic equipment examples (A.5.5.6) now include computers, servers, robot-
ics, telecommunications, and reproduction equipment.

Extinguishers for Pool Chemicals – 5.5.7 revised to clarify only water or foam extinguishers are allowed for pool 
chemicals containing chlorine or bromine and multi-purpose dry chemical extinguishers are not allowed. For other  
oxidizers, use the material’s safety data sheet and NFPA 400 (5.5.7.3).

Tamper Seals – A.7.3.2.2 was updated to say if a tamper seal is found to be missing from a non-rechargeable extin-
guisher, the extinguisher should be removed from service.

Cartridge Operated Extinguishers – A.7.3.3.3 says it is not necessary to empty dry chemical from cartridge or cylinder 
operated extinguisher to check condition of extinguishing agent.

Fire Hose Maintenance – 7.5 was added to require hose stations be maintained to NFPA 1962.

FGSWC10
IN USE

STI6200
IN USE
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Article 2

Prohibition on Used Parts – 4.1.1 added to prohibit installation of used components (unless they are 
specifically approved for re-use by AHJ).

Links – A.4.2 added and says link brackets need to be installed so bracket does not shield detector from 
heat of cooking appliances. 4.2 requires listed detectors in lieu of listed or approved.

Class K Extinguishers – 4.4.3.6 added to require a placard near each Class K extinguisher (activate 
system prior to using an extinguisher). Annex material references NFPA 10 for placard design.

Exhaust Fans – 4.4.4.7 added to require exhaust fans continue to operate after system discharges 
(unless shutdown is required by a component of ventilation system or by design of extinguishing 
system). 4.4.4.7.1 added to require makeup air supplied internally to hood be shut off when extin-
guishing system operates (extracted from NFPA 96, 8.2.3.1 and 8.3.2).

System Piping – A.4.5.4 added and includes the following items:
• Prior to assembly, pipe should be reamed and cleaned internally.
• Prior to nozzle installation, piping system should be blown out with nitrogen or dry air.
• Piping should be securely supported and not be subject to damage.
• Piping should be installed in pipe hangers or brackets and fastened to rigid surfaces.
• Nozzles are to be properly aligned and prevent nozzles from being moved out of alignment.
• A union should be installed between extinguishing agent storage container and supply line.

Extinguishing Agent – 4.6.1 revised: wet chemical to be listed for each system and each manufacturer  
is required to specify agent for initial charge and recharging in their manuals.

Fires Outside Protected Area – A.5.1.2 added to explain fires started outside protected area might not be extinguished 
by system.

Manual Pull Stations – Manual pull station text is now identical to NFPA 96 (extracted). A.5.2.1.10 added for mount-
ing location (minimum 10 ft and maximum 20 ft from hood). Manual pull stations required to clearly identify the hazard 
protected and be provided with instructions for use (5.2.1.10.2).

Automatic Shutdown of Appliances – A.5.2.1.10.2 added to explain reason to discharge system before using Class K 
extinguishers (justifies need for signage).

System Agent Containers – 5.4.7 requires wet chemical cylinders (and containers) to be located so they are not rendered 
inoperable by mechanical damage or fire.

System Nozzles – A.5.5 added for discharge nozzles located, installed, supported, and protected so they are not subject 
to conditions (mechanical, environmental, etc.) that could render them inoperative.

Links (Detectors) for Downdraft Ventilation Appliances – Added 5.6.1.5.1 to require a link for each protected down-
draft appliance and located in plenum area or per manufacturer’s manual.

Link (Detector) Spacing – Added 5.6.1.5.3 to restrict maximum spacing of links (detectors) to 36 inch (unless otherwise 
permitted by manufacturer’s manual).

Secondary Filtration and Air Pollution Control – 5.6.3.1.1 requires secondary filtration and air pollution control equip-
ment (or similar equipment) be provided with an extinguishing system.

Owner’s Monthly Inspection – 7.2.1 requires owner to conduct monthly inspection based on the items in 7.2.2 and 
owner’s manual. 7.2.1.1 added to require owner to maintain installation documents and maintenance manual or owner’s 
manual and make them available to AHJ, upon request.

NFPA 17A, 2017 Edition

Continued on page 5

AX260

25064B

FX270
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Article 2 Continued

Employee Spotlight

Repair and Replacement Parts – 7.3.3.5 requires parts that could cause impairment or failure to be replaced by parts 
required by 4.1 (referenced in manufacturer’s manual or alternative components listed for use with system).

Replacement Links – 7.3.4.1 added to require replacement links be listed and be same temperature ratings as ones being 
replaced (unless temperature readings dictate change). Table A.7.3.4.1 added to provide ambient temperatures relative to 
link temperature ratings.

Verification-of-Service Collars – 7.6 added to require service collars. Any cylinder that is internally examined, including 
recharging and hydrostatic testing, is required to have a service collar installed.

Systems for Non-Commercial Residential Stoves – Annex C added for protecting residential stoves in other than com-
mercial cooking operations. Recognizes both UL 300 and UL 300A.

Wheeled Extinguisher Hoses – 7.7.1 requires 
wheeled extinguisher hose to be uncoiled and exam-
ined on annual basis. A.7.7.1.1 updated to support 
rapid deployment without kinking.  

Travel Distance – Travel distance (A.3.3.27) for Class 
A is from any point to an extinguisher and Class B, 
D, and K from the hazard to an extinguisher. Travel 
distance is affected by walking obstructions.

Halon Extinguishers – Extinguisher manufacturers 
are allowed to manufacture halon extinguishers with 
UL listing mark on them until October 2025 (A.4.1.1). 
Halon extinguishers in the field will continue to be 
allowed beyond 2025.

Water Mist Extinguisher, Extinguishing Agent – 
Water agents (water mist) must be tested for electrical 
conductivity (ASTM D 5391). Only applies to water-
based agents listed to Class C rating (4.1.4.1).

Extinguisher Labeling Requirements for Canada – 
Hazardous labeling for Canadian extinguishers must 
be in compliance with Globally Harmonized System 
of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (4.2).

Obsolete Extinguishers – All extinguishers manufac-
tured before 1955 are now considered obsolete (4.4 
(11). 4.4.1 requires all pre-1984 dry chemical stored 
pressure extinguishers to be replaced immediately.

Tired of traveling and want-
ing back into sales and account 
management, Mel made good 
on his desire for a career change 
when he joined Brooks in July of 
2013. Being a quick study and 
having a very diversified back-
ground, Mel was a perfect fit for 
the position he was hired for. 

While most of his customers 
are situated on the West Coast, 
his account base also includes 
a spattering of customers in the 

Southwest and on the East Coast. Primarily taking calls from 
his customers, Mel concentrates on providing excellent ser-
vice to each and every one of them. From taking their prod-
uct orders to helping them expand their business into other 
profitable markets, he really takes pride in taking care of his 
customers’ needs. 

When asked what’s the best part of his job, he says, “My 
customers. Many, I consider friends.” And no wonder, using 
a consultative approach to sales, Mel never forgets why he’s 
here in the first place. “They (Brooks customers) are our life 
line, and I want to be theirs—literally.” 

When not at Brooks helping his customers, Mel and his 
family enjoy going to the mountains, the beach, and simply 
hanging around home, spending time with the family. He 
also has a penchant for cooking and traveling. F

Meet Mel Casey, 
Account Manager

NFPA 10, 2017 Edition
Continued from page 3

NFPA 17A, 2017 Edition
Continued from page 4

Mel Casey

G165ML
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Article 3

Field Applied Grease Duct Enclosures – 4.3.3.2 added  
to allow field applied grease duct enclosure material where in-
stalled in accordance with its listing and installation instructions.

Grease Filters – 6.1.2 revised to require ANSI/UL 1046 to be 
marked on grease filters. 6.2.5 revised to require install orientation be 
marked on filter or filter constructed so filters can’t be installed incor-
rectly.

Exhaust Fans – 8.2.3.2 revised to require exhaust fans start upon activa-
tion of extinguishing system (unless fan shutdown required by a compo-
nent of ventilation system or by extinguishing system).

Protection of Devices Installed in Exhaust Duct – 10.1.3 added to require extinguishing system for fume incinerators, 
thermal recovery units, and air pollution control devices (separate system with simultaneous operation with main system 
or an independent system with its own detection system).

Class K Extinguisher Placard – 10.2.2 requires a placard be conspicuously placed only at each Class K extinguisher that 
states extinguishing system be activated prior to using extinguisher.

Removal of Old Dry Chemical Systems – 10.2.3.2 revised to delete deadline of January 2014 for compliance to UL 300 
(or equivalent), since deadline has already passed.

Ductwork Longer than 75 ft – 10.3.1.1.1 added for ductwork beyond 75 ft (from hood) to be protected with indepen-
dent system with its own detection system or one that activates simultaneously with system(s) protecting hoods. 10.3.1.1 
revised to apply to ductwork not exceeding 75 ft.

Pull Stations – 10.5 says all systems are required to have both automatic and manual methods of actuation (at least one 
be located in a means of egress or placement acceptable to AHJ) and clearly identify the hazard protected. Sprinkler sys-
tems don’t require manual actuation.  

Training for Extinguishers and System Manual Actuation – Added 10.5.7 and updated 11.1.4 to require instruction on 
extinguishers and manual actuation be provided and documented for new employees (at hiring) and to all employees an-
nually (responsibility of management (11.1.4.1)). 11.1.4.2 added stating records for training be maintained and be made 
available to AHJ. 11.1.4. requires instructions to be posted conspicuously.

System Supervision – 10.7 was deleted, as subject is adequately covered by NFPA 17A.

Carbon Dioxide Extinguishers Not Permitted – 10.9.4 added to state carbon dioxide extinguishers are not permitted.

Records of Inspection and Maintenance – 11.2.9 added to require inspection/maintenance records be permitted to be 
stored/accessed electronically. 11.2.8.1 added to allow those records to be forwarded to or shared with AHJ, either by 
hard copy or electronically.

Grease Comb (Grease Depth Gauge) – Table 11.4 revised to move examples to footnotes. Annex moved to 11.6.1 
requires cleaning when grease deposits are found (Brooks Grease Comb P/N FTGC). 11.6.1 mandates cleaning at certain 
grease deposit depths to a depth of 50 μm (0.002 in.) as being clean.

Emptying of Grease Cans – 11.6.16 added to require grease cans be inspected or emptied once per week.

Zone of Protection for Extinguishing Systems – A.11.7.2 added to explain if a fire starts in or spreads beyond protected 
area before system discharges, it can continue to burn and spread. Examples provided.

NFPA 96, 2017 Edition

Continued on page 7

FTGC
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Article 3 Continued

Article 4

Previously Installed Piping – 4.5.5 revised to prohibit previously installed pipe from being used 
in new systems unless specifically allowed by the AHJ.

Eyewash Stations – Emergency eyewash stations were added to the list of safety items to be con-
sidered when both planning and inspecting facilities (5.6.1.3).

Sealing of Penetrations – 5.9.1.9 revised for when pipe or conduit penetrates duct, plenum, paint spray booth, hood,  
or other protected areas, the penetration needs to be sealed by a listed device or a liquid-tight continuous external weld.

Unclosable Openings – 6.1.3 revised to clarify the requirement applies when the total area of unclosable openings ex-
ceeds 15 percent of the total enclosure surface area.

Used Components – 9.1.4 revised to prohibit used components (unless specifically approved by the AHJ).

Detection Devices Exposed to Flame – 11.3.3.4 added to require fixed temperature sensing or rate-compensated detec-
tion devices on mobile equipment involved in a fire to be replaced.

NFPA 17, 2017 Edition

Wood Flavoring Cooking Operations – 14.3.4 revised to limit consumption of wood used for flavoring foods to 0.45 kg 
(1 lb) per hour per 29.3 kW (100,000 Btu/hr) of gas burner capacity (item 4). Also solid fuel holder size (item 9) is now 
limited to 2.5 L (150 in3).

Links for Downdraft Appliances – 15.2 revised to clarify a fusible link be installed for each cooking appliance and lo-
cated in plenum area for the appliance or according to manufacturer’s manual.

Guidance for Kitchen Exhaust Cleaning – ANSI/IKECA Standard C-10 provides exhaust system cleaning guidance and 
was added to A.11.6.1.

Food Trucks and Other Mobile Cooking Operations – Annex B was added to address mobile and temporary cooking 
operations. Material was mostly extracted from applicable sections of NFPA 96.

“Brooks involvement at the NFPA Standards level is central to our be-
lief that the work our customers do is a critical part of fire safety in this 
country. By supporting local fire equipment distributors in this manner, 
who ensure that the correct fire protection equipment has been prop-
erly installed and serviced in commercial buildings (as required by these 
standards), more property and people are protected from the destructive 
effects of fire.” – Chuck Kimball, Director of Engineering, Brooks Equipment

NFPA 96, 2017 Edition
Continued from page 6

1000ES IN USE



Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, Brooks 
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accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.
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E-Light
Seminars

For more information on these featured products, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com.

Now available from Brooks, this line includes 
reinforced-rubber wheel chocks, LED light 
batons, and several different types of 
protective gloves (Nitrile coated, cut-
resistant, polyurethane coated, and 
more). Visit our website to view 
the full product offering.

NEW
ANSI Compliant First Aid KitsFireworX™ Smoke Detector 

NEW

TruForce™ PPE/Safety Gear

Custom Tags and Tamper Seals

ANSI compliant First Aid Kits are equipped to deal with 
a variety of injuries and feature metal cases with carry 
handles for easy transport. They are also wall mountable 
and meet or exceed OSHA regulations and ANSI/ISEA 
Z308.1-2015 standards. Con-
tents are subject to change 
without 
notice.

Designed for areas where typical 
analog/addressable devices are not 
suitable, the FireworX™ FX521B 
Photoelectric Smoke Detector com-
bines trusted technology and a full 
line of features to meet a variety of ap-
plications. Its remote maintenance (CleanMe®) 
reporting and built-in drift compensation reduces false 
alarms. Other features include field-replaceable optical 
chambers for quick and simple service and a small, low-
profile design to blend into any environment. White.

Brooks is the most trusted source for Service Tags and 
Seals. With 2017 approaching now is the time to order 
your custom tags and seals.

TruForce™ Traffic Safety

The TruForce™ line also offers a 
variety of traffic safety products, 
such as lightweight safety fences; bar-
ricade tapes; and fluorescent orange, 
all-weather traffic flags. Visit our web-
site to view the full product 
offering.

October
5th – Houston, TX 
6th – San Diego, CA (Week of CALSAFE) 

November
17th – San Francisco, CA 

December
15th – Chesapeake, VA

To register, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com

SF4100
MDWCRLB

FA90574

FX521B

SSPFLAG

SSPLGFG

SSPSTY
SSPLTAGSSPNFW

FA90673

YMGL BTCY

TF1824


