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NFPA 99, Health Care Facilities Code was 
just updated to include specific criteria 
for ensuring safety for the selection of 
portable fire extinguishers. Most hospitals 
and other health-care facilities have fire 
extinguishers to keep patients, staff, 
and visitors safe in the event of a fire. 
But the new 2018 edition of NFPA 99 
provides specific callouts for extinguisher 

types, based on hazard, to ensure the right ones are installed. Having 
extinguishers matching NFPA 99, 2018 will provide the safest environment 
for all occupants of these facilities.

The earlier editions of NFPA 99 required extinguishers installed per 
NFPA 10 but left room for interpretation. For the 2018 edition, the NFPA 
99 committees decided that some facilities might end up with inappropriate 
extinguishers or maybe not the most effective extinguishers needed for 
certain hazards. For example, it would be dangerous to have a material 
that can be magnetized in MRI rooms. Other areas where wrong decisions 
can be made include operating rooms and telecommunications equipment 
areas. To preclude inappropriate decisions, NFPA 99 now provides specific 
requirements for installing the best extinguishers for those hazards and 
provides new annex guidance to ensure the most appropriate decisions  
will be made. 
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Employee Spotlight

From The Brooks Team

Dear Friend,

At last, we have some cooler weather to look forward to. Can you believe it is already October? Halloween is just 
around the corner with Thanksgiving and Christmas close behind. Where has the year gone? Hopefully it has been a 
good year for everyone.

October not only ushers in cooler weather, it also happens to hold a couple of very important observances in our 
industry—Fire Prevention Week and Eye Injury Prevention Month. There is more information inside this issue of Hot 
Topics about how you can do your part for Fire Prevention Week.

Of course, this latest issue is about a lot more than cooler weather, holidays, and observances. There have been some 
changes to NFPA 99, which we outline inside. This issue also covers frequently asked questions for building owners as 
well as restaurant safety questions and answers. All in all, there is a lot of valuable information inside this Hot Topics to 
help you and your business stay up to date.

As always, thank you for doing what you do to help keep our communities and our way of life safe. We wish you 
all the best and hope you and yours enjoy the rest of 2017—especially the holidays! If you have any comments or 
suggestions about this newsletter, would love to hear them. And it goes without saying, we would not be here if not for 
you—thank you for your business, we appreciate you.

Team Brooks

Having come from a project management position in the 
sign industry, Ericka spent seven years developing her 
customer service skills. From interacting with customers, 
vendors, and installers to handling surveys and permits, 
she hit the ground running when she joined Brooks in No-
vember of 2015.

As an Alarm Account Manager, here at Brooks, Ericka 
works closely with our alarm customers on a daily basis. 
In so doing, she makes sure that Brooks is ready to handle 
all of our customers’ alarm needs—from order to delivery. 
She’s all about ensuring her customers receive the absolute 
best customer service she can provide. 

And she enjoys her job. Besides finding that being a part 
of the Brooks Team is rewarding within itself, she truly en-
joys the interaction with her customers. “They are some of 
the most fun and exciting people I have ever talked to. I’ve 
listened to their stories, talked about their kids and pets, 
and even shared some support when they’re having a bad 
day,” says Ericka. 

Passionate about what she does 
at Brooks, Ericka approaches her 
job with a how can I make the cus-
tomer’s job easier? According to 
Ericka, “I always want my cus-
tomers to know I’m willing and 
ready to go the extra mile to save 
them some time and stress. I want 
them to know that I’m here for 
them, and that they are truly the 
best. They make it easy for me to 
love what I do.” 

Married for five years, Ericka enjoys time away from 
work with her husband and their little blonde-haired and 
blue-eyed, three-year-old princess “who is growing up 
WAY TOO fast,” says Ericka. She also enjoys traveling to 
competitions with her husband, who is a dance instructor. 
Plus she spends a good deal of time (5–6 days a week) fo-
cusing on her fitness, which is good, because she and her 
husband have their first Spartan Race coming up soon. 
And when she can find time (right?), she hits the beach in 
summer and the hiking trails during the fall. F

Meet Ericka Matthews, Brooks Alarm Account Manager

Ericka Matthews
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Feature Article Cont’d

The final challenges to the revisions 
of NFPA codes and standards took 
place at the NFPA annual convention 
held June 4-7, 2017, in Boston, MA. 
NFPA 99, Health Care Code had several 
challenges, including the new portable 
fire extinguisher requirements. There 
was a certified amending motion (CAM) 
to remove of all of the new text for ex-
tinguishers. But in the end, the NFPA 
membership supported the new extin-
guisher criteria for the 2018 edition 
of NFPA 99. Here is how Brooks and 
FEMA worked to defeat the motion.

The first step was to attend the 
Health Care Section (HCS) meeting 
on June 6, where positions are devel-
oped for presentation at the Technical  
Session the following day. We spoke 
during the debate on extinguishers 
and provided logical arguments for 
keeping the new extinguisher require-
ments. At the conclusion of the debate, 
the HCS voted to support the extin-
guisher requirements.

On June 7, during the Technical Ses-
sions, the HCS position in support of 
NFPA 99 extinguishers was presented 
early in the debate. Since we didn’t 
know what to expect, we needed to 
listen to the opposition arguments and 
provide convincing rebuttals. The ar-
guments in opposition to Class K ex-
tinguishers and extinguishers for op-
erating rooms were rebutted by our 
team with clear, concise, convincing 
statements for keeping the extinguish-
er requirements. In the end, the NFPA 
membership overwhelmingly support-
ing the new extinguisher requirements 
for health care facilities.

Without the industry representation 
at the NFPA meeting, the result might 
have been quite different. Health care 
facilities need extinguishers for safety 
and NFPA 99, 2018 will have the best 
minimum criteria for enforcement of 
safety and the installation of the most 
appropriate extinguishers. F

Opposition to Extinguisher 
Requirements in Health 
Care is DefeatedNew Extinguisher Requirements for Health Care Facilities

The following is an extract of the 
2018 edition of NFPA 99 with the new 
text below in red:

16.9 Manual Extinguishing 
Equipment.
16.9.1 Portable fire extinguishers 
shall be selected, installed, inspect-
ed, and maintained in accordance 
with NFPA 10.
16.9.1.1 Nonferrous-type fire 
extinguishers shall be provided in 
MRI rooms and associated spaces.
16.9.1.2 Class K fire extinguishers 
shall be provided for hazards 
where there is a potential for fires 
involving combustible cooking 
media (vegetable or animal oils and 
fats). [10:6.6.1]
16.9.1.3 Clean agent–or water 
mist–type fire extinguishers shall 
be provided in operating rooms.
16.9.1.4 Clean agent–type fire 
extinguishers shall be provided 
in telecommunication entrance 
facilities and telecommunication 
equipment rooms.
A.16.9.1.3 Dry chemical fire extin-
guishers should not be provided in 
operating rooms. The clean agent 
extinguishers  selected should have 
a Class A rating of some form.

The Brooks Hot Topics, 3rd Quar-
ter 2011, article titled “Special Ex-
tinguishers Required for MRI Cen-
ters” provides specific information on  
installing the most appropriate extin-
guishers for MRI rooms and support 
areas. That article can be used as 
additional guidance to the new NFPA  
99 requirements for MRI centers.

For operating rooms, NFPA 99 re-
quires clean agent extinguishers or 
water mist extinguishers (for addi-
tional information, see Brooks Techni-
cal Series article “Water Mist Extin-
guishers: The Ultimate Protection”).  
Although carbon dioxide extin-

guishers would satisfy the minimum  
requirement (it is a clean agent ac-
cording to NFPA 10 and 99), the  
annex text says the clean agent extin-
guishers should have a Class A rating. 
Since carbon dioxide extinguishers 
do not have a Class A rating, the most 
appropriate extinguisher would be  
another clean agent with a Class A rat-
ing, such as 11 lb. (Amerex AX397 or 
Badger 23082B) and 15.5 lb. (Amerex 
AX398 or Badger 23097B) Halotron® 
I extinguishers or the Amerex 13 lb. 
(DDPAX371) and 17 lb. (DDPAX361) 
Halon 1211 extinguishers. Any one 
of these water mist, Halotron, or  
halon extinguishers could be installed 
to satisfy the minimum requirements 
and annex recommendations of NFPA 
99, 2018 for operating rooms.

The new requirements for clean 
agent extinguishers for telecommuni-
cations areas are consistent with NFPA 
76, Standard for the Fire Protection of 
Telecommunications Facilities, since 
that standard prohibits dry chemical 
for those facilities. The telecommuni-
cations areas of health care facilities 
typically contain large quantities of 
cables and other common combustible 
materials, so any of the above Halotron 
I or Halon 1211 extinguishers with 
Class A ratings would be appropriate.

The new 2018 edition of NFPA 99 
requires specific extinguisher types, 
based on specific hazards. Reviewing 
existing installations for compliance 
will provide you with opportunities 
to replace inappropriate extinguish-
ers and add new ones in areas that are 
unprotected. The best protection is 
afforded by compliance to NFPA 99, 
2018 and your customers will be glad 
you’ve updated their facilities to pro-
vide the safest environment for patients, 
staff and visitors in their buildings. F
Mark Conroy is a member of the NFPA Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire Extinguishers.
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Article 1

Kitchen fire safety is an important topic in our industry. 
Here are some questions and straightforward answers 
related to fundamental restaurant safety topics. The answers 
will not surprise you, but they might help convince your 
customers to make the best decisions for the safety of their 
cooking operations, employees, and customers.

Obsolete Kitchen Fire-Extinguishing Systems

Q. What is the deadline for all restaurant systems to be 
in compliance with ANSI/UL 300 or an equivalent 
standard?

A. An enforcement date of January 1, 2014, was added to 
the 2014 edition of NFPA 96. Since that date has passed, 
the new 2017 edition just requires compliance.

Abandoned Pipe

Q. Is abandoned pipe and conduit from previously 
installed fire-extinguishing systems required to be 
removed from hoods, plenums, and exhaust ducts?

A. Yes, any abandoned pipe and conduit from a previously 
installed system is required to be removed.

Q. What is required of the penetrations and holes in 
hoods, plenums, and ducts when abandoned pipe 
and conduit is removed?

A. After removal, the pipe and conduit penetrations and 
holes are required to be sealed with listed liquid-tight 
sealing devices (Jiffy Patch “Grease-Tite” Seals).

Simultaneous Operation of Fire-Extinguishing 
Systems

Q. What is a single hazard area?
A. A single hazard area is where two or more hazards can 

be simultaneously involved in fire by reason of their 
proximity.

Q. Is simultaneous operation of fire-extinguishing 
systems required for single hazard areas?

A. The systems protecting a single hazard area are required 
to be arranged for simultaneous automatic operation 
upon actuation of any one of the systems.

Automatic Shutdown of Cooking Appliances

Q. Are cooking appliances required to be shut down 
when the fire-extinguishing system operates?

A. All sources of fuel and electrical power that produce 
heat to the equipment requiring protection are required 
to automatically shut off upon activation of a fire-
extinguishing system.

Q. Are gas-fired cooking appliances (that do not 
require protection) required to be shut down?

A. Any gas appliance that does not require protection 
but is located under ventilating equipment, where 
protected appliances are located, is required to be 
automatically shut off upon activation of the system. 

Q. Do appliance shutoff devices require manual resets?
A. Yes, the shutoff device is required to be provided with a 

manual reset (Brooks’ Reset Relays P/N SRR and SRR24).

Pull Stations

Q. Where is the fire-extinguishing system pull station 
required to be located?

A. At least one pull station is required to be located at least 
10 ft and no more than 20 ft from the protected hood, 
within a path of egress, or at an alternative location that 
is acceptable to the AHJ.

Q. What are the accessibility and installation height 
requirements for fire-extinguishing system pull 
stations?

A. A means for manual activation (pull station) is required 
to be readily accessible in the event of a fire and 
installed 42–48 inches above the floor.

Q. Are placards required for pull stations?
A. Pull stations are required to be clearly identified as to 

the hazard protected.

System Alarm

Q. Are alarms and indicators required for system 
actuation?

A. An audible alarm or visual indicator is required to be 
installed that shows the automatic fire-extinguishing 
system has activated.

Extinguishers

Q. Are extinguishers required for the kitchen cooking 
area?

By Mark Conroy

Restaurant Safety Q & A

Continued on page 5

SRR
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Article 1 Cont.

A. Class K fire extinguishers (P/N AX262 and 23171B) are 
required to be provided for cooking appliance hazards 
that involve combustible cooking media (vegetable oils 
and animal oils and fats). Additional extinguishers are 
required to be installed for other hazards in the kitchen 
and are to be selected based on NFPA 10.

Q. Are signs required for Class K extinguishers?
A. A placard is required to be installed near each Class 

K extinguisher that states that the fire-extinguishing 
system is to be activated prior 
to using the fire extinguisher 
(Brooks’ Code Compliant Placard 
P/N BL189).

Grease Filters

Q. Are grease filters required to be listed?
A. Listed grease filters intended for use with commercial 

cooking operations (such as Brooks’ Listed Grease 
Filters) are required to be provided. The listed grease 
filters are required to be listed in accordance with 
ANSI/UL 1046 Standard for Grease Filters for Exhaust 
Ducts. Mesh filters are not permitted unless they are 
evaluated as an integral part of a listed exhaust hood or 
listed and installed in conjunction with a primary filter 
in accordance with ANSI/UL 1046.

Baffle Plates

Q. Can baffles be installed in lieu of the required 16 
inch space between the fryer and surface flames 
from an adjacent cooking appliance?

A. Yes, deep-fat fryers are required to be installed with 
at least a 16 inch space between the fryer and surface 
flames from an adjacent cooking appliance unless a steel 
or tempered glass baffle plate is installed at a minimum 
8 inches in height between the fryer and surface flames 
of the adjacent cooking appliance (Brooks’ Fire Panels 
P/N FP1230 and FP1830).

Cooking Appliance Wheel Chocks

Q. Are wheel chocks required for appliances that are  
moved for cleaning and maintenance?

A. Cooking appliances that are moved for maintenance and 
cleaning are required to be returned to their approved 
design locations. An approved method is required 
to be provided that will ensure that each appliance is 
returned to its approved design location. Safety-Set 

Bracket wheel chocks are one method of complying 
with this requirement (P/N PS2).

Hood Lights

Q. Are the lights installed within hoods required to be 
listed?

A. Where lighting is needed to illuminate cooking 
appliances, the lighting is typically installed in the  
hoods over the appliances. NFPA 96 requires these 
lighting units (P/N HLF1 and HLF2) to be listed for use 
over commercial cooking appliances, and the units are 
required to be installed in accordance with NFPA 70, 
National Electrical Code (NEC). Article 410 of the NEC 
(410.10,C) has several provisions that must be followed 
for light fixtures in commercial cooking hoods:

• The light fixture is required to be identified for use 
within commercial cooking hoods. 

• The construction of the light fixture does not  
expose wiring within the hood and prevents 
cooking vapors and grease from entering the lamp 
and wiring compartment.

• The light fixture diffuser (globe) is required to be 
resistant to thermal shock.

• Exposed parts of the light fixture are required to be 
corrosion resistant or protected against corrosion.

• The surface of the light fixture must be smooth so 
it doesn’t collect grease but also facilitates cleaning. 

Often the solution to a fire safety 
problem is the installation of the 
right fire protection equipment that 
is code compliant. Knowing the 
answers to these basic questions 
will help you and restaurant owners 
make informed decisions on the 
best equipment that will improve 
fire safety in their establishments. 
A restaurant that is fire safe will 
continue to generate revenue for the 
owner and will be a safe place to 
work for the restaurant employees. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in our Boston, 
MA office and a member of the NFPA 
Technical Committee on Venting Systems 
for Cooking Appliances.

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 5

BL189

HLF2
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Article 2

Here is a collection of frequently asked questions (FAQs) 
about preventative care of extinguishers. The questions 
are common among business and building owners. The 
answers are straightforward and easy to comprehend. You 
might consider sharing them with your customers so they 
will understand what work needs to be done to keep their 
extinguishers in proper working order.

How often do fire extinguishers need to 
be checked?

On a monthly basis, a quick-check is done to make sure 
the extinguisher is in its proper place, it is accessible, it 
is full, and the pressure gauge is in the green. In addition 
to the monthly quick check, a thorough examination is 
performed annually to ensure that the extinguisher is in 
proper working order.

Who can do the checks and examinations 
of fire extinguishers?

The annual examination is done in accordance to the 
manufacturer’s manuals and must be done by someone that 
is trained in servicing extinguishers. Although the monthly 
checks can be done by almost anyone with basic knowledge 
of what to look for, they are often checked by the same 
service technicians that do the annual examinations.

Is there other work that must be done on 
fire extinguishers to keep them working?

Service technicians also perform other work, including 
internal examinations every few years and pressure 
testing of the containers, called hydrostatic testing. When 
extinguishers are depressurized and opened, the shells 
are checked for corrosion and certain parts, like worn 
or cracked O-rings, are replaced. Once completed, the 
extinguisher is ready to be used on a fire.

How often do fire extinguishers need to be 
opened and serviced?

The internal examinations and hydrostatic testing 
intervals are established in national standards and referenced 
in local fire codes. While no extinguisher can go longer than 
6 years without being opened, some extinguishers need to 
be opened more often, and some are even opened annually. 
Hydrostatic test intervals are 5 or 12 years, depending on 
the type of extinguisher. Once the work is completed, the 
extinguishers are recharged and ready for use.

Besides routine work, when do fire 
extinguishers need to be recharged?

Fire extinguishers need to be recharged after any use, 
even a partial discharge. Also, if the gauge shows the 
needle out of the green area, it needs recharging.

What type of company works on fire 
extinguishers?

Any work performed on fire extinguishers should be 
done by an insured fire extinguisher servicing company 
that employs trained extinguisher technicians. The 
technicians receive special training and have the proper 
tools, lubricants, recharging equipment and materials, 
manufacturer’s service manuals, and replacement parts.

Who performs the work on fire 
extinguishers?

Extinguisher technicians know where to look for 
problems and know when to replace worn or corroded 
parts. They also know which parts work in each 
extinguisher, and they know how to make necessary 
repairs. When work is completed, a fire extinguisher is up-
to-code and is ready for use on a fire.

Is it okay to be without an extinguisher 
while work is being done?

No. A loaner extinguisher is installed that is equivalent 
or better than the one taken out for service.

These questions and answers do not provide technical 
detail and are intended to provide general information for 
business and building owners to make the right choices 
for preventative care of their fire 
extinguishers. If the advice 
is followed and service on 
extinguishers is provided 
by competent and qualified 
extinguisher technicians, 
the result is safer buildings 
and extinguishers that are 
ready to use. F

Mark Conroy is an engineer in 
our Boston, MA office and a 
member of the NFPA Technical 
Committee on Portable Fire 
Extinguishers.

By Mark Conroy

Frequently Asked Questions on  
Fire Extinguishers for Building Owners
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Legislation & Code

Article 3

Fire Prevention Week October 8th – 14th

State Description Comments

California
California Highway Patrol adopting emergency regulations for 
modified limousines to include extinguishers

Submitted July 19, 2017, with 
retrofit deadline of  January 2018 
(Title 13 CCR,  Div 2, Chapter 6.5)

Connecticut Connecticut Fire Safety Code updates Meetings held July and August 2017

New York 
State

A 7767 would update the state Uniform Fire Prevention and Building 
Code to require landlords to provide fire extinguishers in all rental units

Legislative session scheduled  
to adjourn January 3, 2018

New York 
State

A 7828 would amend the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building 
Code Act to allow the Secretary of State to appoint an oversight 
officer to enforce code regulations

Legislative session scheduled  
to adjourn January 3, 2018

Tennessee
New regulations for hazardous secondary material generating 
facilities: all facilities be equipped with portable fire extinguishers, 
fire control equipment, and communications or alarm systems

Adopted on May 9, 2017  
(new section of state’s Hazardous 
Waste Management regulations)

Washington 
State

Updated state regulation to provide clarity for certifications of fire 
sprinkler fitters (Journey, Residential, and Trainee) 

Adopted on April 26, 2017

State Legislation, Regulations, and Code Updates

We encourage you to visit the NFPA website and BrooksEquipment.com to be sure you and your loved ones have an 
escape plan for your home. As fire equipment professionals, this year’s theme provides you with an opportunity to be 
more than just a supplier, you can be a resource.

In addition to providing your customers with the products, they need to stay compliant, ask your customers about 
their evacuation plan. Go to BrooksEquipment.com for a helpful evacuation plan checklist.

For more information including a complete downloadable Evacuation Plan Checklist to use with your customers, go 
to BrooksEquipment.com and click on the Fire Prevention Week Web Banner F

Brooks Equipment joins the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) in promoting this 
year’s theme for Fire Prevention Week: Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!

Brooks continues to monitor state legislation and regulation and code changes. Following the devastating limousine 
fire in May 2016, that claimed the lives of five nurses, the California Highway Patrol modified their regulations to require 
extinguishers in new and existing limousines. Connecticut is continuing to debate the updates to their state fire code and 
has not made any decisions regarding extinguisher regulations. New York had two bills introduced. One would require 
landlords to provide extinguishers in rental units, and the other would permit the appointment of an officer to enforce 
codes. Tennessee has new regulations for hazardous materials facilities that would mandate extinguishers and other fire 
protection equipment. Washington State updated their certification requirements for sprinkler fitters. F

Brooks Tracks State Legislation,  
Regulation Updates, and Code Changes
By Mark Conroy
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E-Light
Seminars

The Honeywell PureFlow 1000 EYEWASH STATION 
delivers saline solution that is purified, contaminant-free, 
and physiologically correct from a sealed integrated de-
livery module. The cartridge 
has a 24-month shelf life 
(from date of manufacture), 
and the unit has a 15-minute 
flush time. 

Custom Flag Seals
Matted (Pkg/1000)

October

26th – Buffalo, NY

November

16th – Boston, MA

December
7th – Anapolis, MD
14th – Richmond, VA

To register, visit www.BrooksEquipment.com

SRR Reset Relay

WOOL BLANKET measures 80” x 62” and is treated for 
fire retardancy. VINYL BAG measures 17”L x 12”W x 4”D. 
Features four mounting holes 
with brass grommets and hook-
and-loop closure. Items sold 
separately. 

Required when using electrical 
gas valves, these RESET RELAYS are 
UL listed and come complete with 
wiring and installation instructions. 
They have wiring diagrams attached 
to their inside covers and their con-
tacts are rated at 10 A.

These CABLE CUTTERS leave clean square cuts on stain-
less steel cable, while their cadmium-plated, heat-treated 
alloy construction ensures maximum rust prevention and 
durability.

Brooks is the #1 supplier of custom tamper seals in the 
industry. UL listed and available in seven seal colors with 
5 imprint colors. Contact your account manager and place 
your order for 2018 seals today.

Wool Fire Blanket and
Vinyl Fire Blanket Bag

Eyewash Station

Cable Cutters

CC093

1000ES

FBR2

SSPFLAGSSPLGFG

SRR

FBB1

Large Medium


