
MEET JACK ANTHONY, AGE 6
At Brooks, we enjoy being part of our community and 
helping out where we can. One of the organizations that 
we've supported over the years is Make-A-Wish®. This 
organization helps grant the wishes of children who 
are suffering from life-threatening diseases, and Brooks 
works closely with the local Make-A-Wish Chapter 
(Central and Western North Carolina) to help kids like 
Jack Anthony.

Jack Anthony was only four and a half when he was 
diagnosed with Rhabdomyosarcoma—a fast-growing 
cancer that's very malignant. His mother found a small 
lump in Jack Anthony's mouth when she was flossing 

his teeth. Eventually this little lump grew to the size of a nickel. The only good news in all this 
is that Embryonal Rhabdomyosarcoma is the most treatable form of the disease, depending on the 
location. And Jack Anthony's tumor was in his mouth as opposed to any extremities, head, neck, 
pelvis, or trunk, which would have been harder to treat.

Starting in March of 2011, Jack Anthony went through six months of radiation and chemotherapy. It 
was difficult on little Jack Anthony, but he's a fighter and a survivor—he's been cancer free for over 
a year now! He still goes for routine check-ups and scans every four months, but so far, so good. 

Regardless of everything he's been through, Jack Anthony is back to being a kid again. He loves 
to read and play with his iPad, plus he has a passion for dinosaurs. So much so, he hopes to be a 
paleontologist when he grows up. He also has a recent trip to remember, thanks to Make-A-Wish. 
They sent him and his family to Smuggler's Notch Resort in Vermont, where Jack Anthony saw snow 
for the first time. What a hit, too! Jack Anthony took advantage of everything Ole' Man Winter had 
to offer—snow angels, snowmen, snow skiing, and snow tubing. He and his family also took a horse-
drawn carriage ride through the beautiful Vermont Mountains and got a private tour of the Vermont 
Teddy Bear Company. Wow! This, indeed, was something special Jack Anthony and his family will 
always cherish.

You can help kids like Jack too! Simply join our Walk for Wishes team or sponsor a walker. You could 
also particate in the Ice Cream Social or bake a homemade goodie for the Silent Auction. Plus we have 
Make-A-Wish/Fire Protection Cares T-Shirts and PTO Raffle tickets you can buy. Get involved and 
make a difference in a child's life!   


