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Letter From the President
 
This past June we had the unique and 

special honor of sponsoring a Wish Child very 
close to the Brooks’ family. Zach is the twelve-
year-old son of our very own Inventory Control 
Manager, and when we met with the MAW 
reps to discuss our next sponsorship, we had 
no idea that Zach was one of their Wish Chil-
dren. We were surprised and moved, and knew 
right away that Zach was our next Wish Child. 
To know Zach is to adore him immediately. He 
is funny, witty and smart, and is definitely a 
force to be reckoned with! Zach’s wish was to 
go to Disney World, so Brooks sent he and his 
family off in style. We threw Zach a big race 
party since he loves Dale Earnhardt Jr. and even had  Dale Jr. himself 
there (well, in a 6’-tall cardboard cut-out sort of way!). Zach loves video 
games, so we set up a “pit stop” area for him to play games, and loaded 
him up with gifts, food and fun.

Sponsoring Thomas (May 2005), Yasmine (May 2006) and Zach helped 
us realize what a difference we as individuals can make in this world, 
especially for a young child who has a life-threatening illness and has that 
one wish that’s so big they don’t think it possible to fulfill. When you 
look into their eyes and they smile at you with a smile that’s larger than 
any you’ve ever seen before, you know instantly the true meaning of life. 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation is a phenomenal organization which grants 
the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich 
the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  Thomas, Yasmine and 
Zach have enriched our lives in more ways than we can ever imagine. 

Won’t you get involved and help make a difference?  For more informa-
tion on how you can help Brooks sponsor another Wish Child or to aid 
your local chapter, please contact Carol Seagle at cseagle@bhciss.com, or 
visit the Make-A-Wish web site at www.wish.org.

Thank you for being a part of the Brooks family and for helping to 
make dreams come true. Share the power of a wish!

Tim Foughty
President

Why is the Maltese Cross the 
Symbol of Fire Service?

It represents the ideals of 
saving lives and extinguishing 
fires, and was borrowed from 
the Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem, an organization in 
the 11th-12th centuries that 
helped the poor and sick. They 
later assisted in a relief effort to 
the Island of Malta, for which 
the Cross was named. It came 
to represent the principles 
of charity, loyalty, chivalry, 
generosity, protection of the 
weak and dexterity in service.
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