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The spread of COVID-19 caused 
many changes in our lives. We have 
been wearing masks to help prevent 
spread of the disease. Our favorite 
restaurants now offer outdoor 
service, and entertainment venues 
have limited capacity. Many of us 
that worked in an office are now 
working remotely. But one thing 
that has not changed is the need 
to keep up with safety inspections 

in buildings. In this new pandemic environment an innovative approach to 
those inspections has begun to take shape. Many FEDs are exploring the use of 
electronic devices to perform remote inspections, so that their employees are 
not exposed to or spreading COVID-19. Here is food-for-thought on the topic 
to help you make the best decisions for your employees and customers, so that 
everyone remains safe, as we navigate the future during the pandemic.

The concept for a remote inspection has been with us for quite some time. We 
all carry some of the basic tools for transmitting images, audio, and video with 
us every day. For many years we have been sending pictures and videos using 
a wireless cell phone, smart phone, or tablet to friends and family. Although 
most personal transmissions are for fun and enjoyment, some of us are also 
sending images and video for troubleshooting technical problems with our 
homes, cars, or boats. The latter is somewhat similar to a remote inspection in 
a building. 
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Editorial

What Does Fire Safety Look 
Like in a Sustainable World?

NFPA attempts to answer this very question in an article 
they published called, Fire safety in a sustainable world.1 
But what is sustainability anyway? In 1987, the United 
Nations Brundtland Commission defined sustainability as 
“meeting the needs of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”2 
NFPA examined the possible impact this concept may have 
on the fire protection industry. Moreover, how will new 
technologies and systems affect it for future generations?

Hazards
Lightweight construction, like composite wood assem-

blies, has less fire resistance than traditional sawn lumber. 
Engineered wood trusses and the metal gusset plates 
that connect them can deform and fail in high heat. New 
insulation methods that help reduce energy costs are more 
flammable with increased smoke production. Airtight 
construction can also create backdrafts during a fire, while 
insulated concrete forms left untreated or uncovered can 
contribute to one too. And increased glazing can contribute 
to firefighter hazards and fire spread, as can certain modern 
furnishings and contents.

Local jurisdictions or weather conditions may force limits 
on water supply, which could hinder firefighting when 
demand exceeds the available supply. Natural ventilation in 
a building may reduce energy costs, but it can also be an 
obstacle for firefighters trying to control smoke movement. 
While a standoff or double skin façade helps regulate 
building temperatures, conserving energy, they can act as 
a highway for flames and smoke. Photovoltaic Panels, or 
PV systems, generate electricity and can be found on roofs, 
walls, or as standalone systems. Unfortunately, their panels 
pose significant shock hazards for firefighters.

Fire Service Concerns/Mitigation Strategies
Today, new technologies and building materials are being 

introduced at a fast pace, with firefighters trying to adapt 
but getting caught off guard more often than not. Because 
much of the firefighting tactics used today are predicated on 
one-hundred years of firefighting experience, new materials 
and systems, introduced into the built environment, force 
firefighters to adapt their tactics to both controlling a fire and 
protecting themselves. As a matter of fact, PVs have factored 
into several large fires. In these instances, firefighters could 
not access roofs, due to photovoltaic arrays, which posed 
risk of electric shock. New building materials and structural 
systems also pose new risks to firefighters, as they can fail 
sooner than expected in a fire. Firefighters have had to 
change tactics, when dealing with these types of fires, to 

avoid getting caught in a collapse. One way to mitigate this 
danger is with fire sprinklers. Sprinkler systems not only 
help firefighters but occupants as well.

Regulatory Context
As new materials and construction practices emerge, 

codes and standards addressing safety will need to stay at 
the forefront of the industry and address these materials 
and practices while maintaining safe and reliable buildings. 
Regulatory agencies, like NFPA, ICC, and CALGreen will 
be on the front lines establishing the new codes and safety 
measures to help protect people and property, while keeping 
pace with the new technologies and systems of the future.

Fire Safety is a Sustainable Practice
Reducing the amount or severity of fires can reduce the 

impact fire can have. From wasted water, pollution, and loss 
of material to more landfills and new materials to replace 
those destroyed, fire safety of tomorrow has the capability 
of mitigating all of these impacts and more. 

Risk Balance
As the fire protection industry adapts to new technologies, 

and the materials and products they produce, the solutions 
can often times create new problems. With each new 
product, system, or material designed to reduce the size, 
severity, and number of fires, come the possibility of 
generating a new risk of their own, like fire retardants, 
which pose possible risks to the environment and people.

Future
Sustainability efforts have the potential for a safer, health-

ier planet. But building designers, architects, engineers, and 
members of the fire service need to be aware of potential 
sustainable hazards and plan accordingly how best our 
industry should address them. F

To read NFPA’s article in full, click here.
1Fire Safety in a sustainable world, NFPA, https://www.nfpa.org/News-
and-Research/Resources/Emergency-Responders/Job-tools-and-resources/
NFPA-and-sustainability/Fire-safety-in-a-sustainable-world,  
retrieved 10/8/2021.
2Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development:  
Our Common Future, United Nations, http://www.un-documents.net/our-
common-future.pdf, retrieved 10/7/2021.

Reproduced from NFPA’s website, © NFPA 2021.

https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Resources/Emergency-Responders/Job-tools-and-resources/NFPA-and-sustainability/Fire-safety-in-a-sustainable-world
http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf
http://www.un-documents.net/our-common-future.pdf
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Article 1

Home Office to Work Office, A Plan to Stay Safe

As businesses evaluate plans to bring at-home workers back in-house, it is a good idea to evaluate and revisit safety 
plans. Some workers may find that renovations or remodels have made their former workspaces as foreign as their first 
day on the job. The Evacuation Plan Checklist provides basic preparations for business owners, property managers, and 
employees to emphasize at-work safety as they integrate back into office environments. There are enough concerns with 
new policies and protocols; emergency plans should not be one of them.

Emergency lights, fire extinguishers, and fire protection systems should have been serviced and maintained during 
occupant absence. Drills, plans, and best practices should be revisited and executed to acclimate returning workers to their 
different environment. With safety at the forefront of everyone’s mind, the Evacuation Plan Checklist is a helpful tool in 
the transition back to work from home. F

By Scott Kincaid

Evacuation Plan Checklist
Is Your Building Prepared?

Every building should have evacuation plans placed in all common areas.

All building occupants should regularly review the posted evacuation plans.

The evacuation plan should be practiced twice a year.

Part of the evacuation plan should include every building occupant having two ways of exiting the
building in case of an emergency.

There should be a common meeting place outside where building evacuees meet during
a fire emergency.

Employees, customers, and other building occupants should never re-enter a burning building.

All exits and paths to exits should be clearly marked with proper working exit signs
and emergency lights.

Every building should be equipped with proper-working smoke alarms.

Where required, fire doors should be present. Where not required, fire doors should be considered.

Every building should have the correct suppression equipment; which may include portable fire
extinguishers, sprinkler systems, automatic suppression systems, and fire hose.

Fire extinguishers should only be used when a fire is at its beginning stage. The fire department 
should always be called in the event of a fire.

http://www.brooksequipment.com/uploadedFiles/Brooks_Equipment/Content/HotTopics/Employee_Spotlight/EvacuationPlanChecklist.pdf
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An “inspection” in a building is the visual examination 
or witnessing of a product, process, installation, or test to 
determine conformity with approved documents (e. g. NFPA 
standards). Although this task is normally conducted onsite, 
by a knowledgeable person, such as a trained technician, an 
inspection can now be conducted remotely using wireless 
electronic devices, provided there is a sender and receiver 
that both have compatible equipment. Alternatively, an 
inspection can be recorded as electronic files for later review.

A “remote inspection” is typically conducted using audio/
visual devices and technologies to perform the inspection. 
The parties involved in the inspection need to agree to the 
devices, methods, formats, and quality of transmissions 
beforehand. They also will need to obtain permission from 
the property owner and approval from the AHJ to use 
remote inspection technologies as a substitute for the more 
conventional onsite visual inspections required by the codes.

Once you have obtained the necessary permissions and 
approvals, it is best to check on acceptable quality before 
beginning an inspection. A common problem is interruption 
or loss of signal, which has a profound impact on the 
usability and acceptability of any remote inspection. Other 
factors that can have a negative impact are the following:

• Adequate lighting – too little or too much lighting 
could render an image or video unusable

• Audio quality – quite often the inspection location 
affects the Wi-Fi signal strength, so check the local 
Wi-Fi signal and make adjustments accordingly

• Noise interference – if you are recording sound, do not 
forget about background noise, including machinery 
or loud operations in the vicinity of an inspection

• Image and video quality – this is often dependant on 
the devices, signal strength, and skills of the sender, 
but remember…edited versions of either format might 
be questionable

Inspections can either be observed remotely in “real 
time”, while they are happening (live-streaming) or they 
can be recorded in electronic format for review at a later 
time. Although a good wireless signal (Wi-Fi) is necessary 
for sending images and video over the internet, recordings 
with digital cameras, video recorders, and digital audio 
recorders can also be used where the review of inspections 
will be conducted at a later time. Also, digital recordings 
(image, video, and audio) are sometimes necessary for 
locations where the Wi-Fi signal could be interrupted or 
lost. Any digital recordings conducted at locations with 
poor connectivity or a weak signal can be transmitted to 
other parties (e. g. owner or AHJ), once your device(s) is 
connected to the internet back at your office. It is best to 
have an alternate plan in place before arriving at locations 
with potential internet issues.

It is always best to get agreement of all parties prior to 
conducting a remote inspection. Although some AHJs might 
require a written plan, most AHJs today will allow remote 
inspections provided the quality of images, audio, and video 
are reasonable and there is some sort of method for verifying 
time, date, and location. The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) is in the process of developing NFPA 
915, Standard for Remote Inspections1. Although the first 
edition of the standard will not be issued until 2023, it can be 
viewed in draft form on the NFPA website. Chapter 5 of that 
standard addresses location and timestamp requirements. 
For any site location where a remote inspection is to be 
conducted, it is recommended that the full address and GIS 
coordinates be recorded. Also, the inspection date and the 
local time need to be verified and documented. 

NFPA 915 is only one available resource for making 
informed decisions, regarding remote inspections. NFPA 
has additional resources on remote video inspections, 
including a whitepaper2, a factsheet3, and an infographic4. 
A video interview with Diane Pein, President of NAFED, 
discussing the use of smart technologies, is available to our 

Performing Remote Inspections Helps 
Ensure Safety

“   It is always best to get agreement 
of all parties prior to conducting a 
remote inspection.”

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=915
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=915
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyuVig_7eP4
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Employee Spotlight

Robert, one of the three original employees that opened 
our Cincinnati Warehouse, started his career with Brooks in 
November of 1990. Prior to coming onboard with Brooks, 
Robert was a Medic/EMT in the United States Army, where 
he spent three years serving our Country, one of which was 
in Korea.

Starting out picking and packing orders, Robert worked 
his way up the ladder to his current position—Regional 
Warehouse Operations Manager. Still working out of Cin-
cinnati, where he oversees operations, he’s also responsible 
for Brooks warehouses in Chicago, Atlanta, and Edison.

A full plate by anyone’s standards, making sure everything 
runs smoothly, at four of Brooks’ busiest distribution 
centers, is no easy task. But Robert loves the challenge, 
meeting it head on. He prides himself on speed, accuracy, 
and above all—customer service. There’s no place for 
mistakes or unhappy customers under his watch. He does 
everything humanly possible to make sure neither happens.

Besides being at work, 
Robert’s favorite place in 
the whole world is at home 
with his family. An original 
homebody, he loves hanging 
out with his beautiful wife 
and daughters. That doesn’t 
mean he doesn’t do anything 
else in his spare time. He 
also plays golf and coaches 
a Special Needs Basketball 
Team as well as a Junior High 
Girls Basketball Team, with 
his oldest daughter. Oh, and 
I almost forgot—his favorite 
food is pizza. He says he 
could eat it every day! F

Meet Robert Campbell, Regional Warehouse Operations 
Manager, Cincinnati Warehouse

customers on the Brooks Equipment website5. The Recommended Practice for Remote Virtual Inspections, produced by 
International Code Council (ICC), provides some interesting insights for AHJs that conduct building inspections6. ICC also 
has a bulletin titled Keys to Success for Remote Virtual Inspections7. 

The information provided in this article, and the resources referenced, should be a good starting point for reviewing your 
remote inspection offerings or developing and implementing a new remote inspection program. A remote inspection allows 
you the opportunity to evaluate equipment installations so you can determine conformity to the baseline standards. But 
the inspection is only the first step. When a deficiency is identified, corrective action must be taken, including replacing 
nonconforming (missing, worn, and broken) parts. Using remote inspections helps you identify deficiencies before they 
become problems. That not only increases safety for your customer, but also improves your bottom line! F

1NFPA 915, Standard for Remote Inspections https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=915
2NFPA Whitepaper “Conducing Remote Video Inspections” August, 2018, https://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/AboutTheCodes/915/WhitePaperRVI.pdf 
3NFPA Fact Sheet “Guidance for Remote Video Inspections” https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Code-or-topic-fact-sheets/RVIFactSheet.pdf
4NFPA Infographic “Five Tips to Establish Effective Remote Video Inspection Programs” https://www.nfpa.org/rviinfographic 
5Video interview with Diane Pein, President of NAFED https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyuVig_7eP4
6International Code Council (ICC) Recommended Practice for Remote Virtual Inspections http://media.iccsafe.org/2020_MarComm/Remote_Video_Insp_
FINAL_w_Covers.pdf
7Keys to Success for Remote Virtual Inspections https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/ICC_Remote_Virtual_Inspections_INFO.pdf

Robert walking his daughter 
down the aisle

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=915
https://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/AboutTheCodes/915/WhitePaperRVI.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Code-or-topic-fact-sheets/RVIFactSheet.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/rviinfographic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyuVig_7eP4
http://media.iccsafe.org/2020_MarComm/Remote_Video_Insp_FINAL_w_Covers.pdf
http://media.iccsafe.org/2020_MarComm/Remote_Video_Insp_FINAL_w_Covers.pdf
https://www.iccsafe.org/wp-content/uploads/ICC_Remote_Virtual_Inspections_INFO.pdf
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LED Technology – Improving Emergency  
Lighting Products

Since the early 1980’s, Dual-Lite’s EZ-2 Emergency Light 
has been an industry leader. Over the past 40 years, EZ-2 has 
seen many product changes. One of the changes includes 
going from a 6 Volt unit to a 4 Volt unit, then back to a 6 Volt 
unit. Each change also requires a different lamp to be used.  
Well in keeping with a tradition of change, we now have a 
totally redesigned EZ-2.  

The old-style EZ-2 has been discontinued and is no longer 
available. The new style is called EZ-2L. The “L” stands for 
L.E.D. (Light Emitting Diode) and EZ-2L has a new battery 
chemistry, too—Nickel Metal Hydride (NiMH).  

There are some important specifications you need to be 
aware of. First, its size, the current EZ-2L is considerably 
smaller than the former unit.

This is very important to know, especially if you are 
replacing an old-style unit. If the old unit was painted around, 
or wallpapered around, when the new unit is installed, there 
will be a noticeable gap between the wallpaper or paint and 
the unit. Dual-Lite has solved this problem by designing a 
back plate that has the same footprint as the old-style unit. 
The new unit is mounted to the back plate, and the back 
plate is mounted to the wall. There is no need to go buy 
wallpaper or try to match paint colors. For the first time in 
40-plus years, EZ-2L is now offered in black.

Second, some emergency lights rely on either Lead Acid, 
Ni-Cad, or Lithium Iron Phosphate batteries for their 
emergency lights. Dual-Lite has chosen to go with a long-
life Nickel Metal Hydride battery.

EZ-2L is being offered with 1 Watt L.E.D. lamp heads. Yes, 
the industry as a whole has come a long way. It is amazing 
that a 1 Watt lamp head can put out more illumination than 
a 25 Watt incandescent lamp. Standard existing emergency 
lights with 6 Volt 5.4 Watt lamp heads are only supposed 
to be mounted 7.5–8 feet on a wall. At that height, to meet 
most egress codes, you would have to space those units 
approximately 12–15 feet apart. With the new Dual–Lite  
EZ-2, at the same 7.5 foot mounting height, you can mount 
the units 30 feet center to center and satisfy egress codes that 
require a minimum of 1-foot candle in the path of egress. At 
a mounting height of 9 feet, the unit can be spaced 39 feet 
apart, center to center.

Another feature of the new EZ-2L, is the easy-access 
battery compartment on the face of the unit. This allows 
for easy battery replacement, when needed, and a host of 

other testing options with-
out having to fully open  
the unit.

EZ-2L and the EZEVWPC 
and EZEVWPCB white and 
black adapters plates are in 
stock at Brooks Equipment. F

By Bob Mete

EZ2L

EZEVWPCEZEVWPCB

6 | www.Dual-Lite.com

16.56"

5.19"

4.86"

11" 3"

4.5"

Dimensions

5.25"

.375"14"

EZEVWPC Adapter Plate

Technical Details

https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/EZ2L%20LIGHT%20AND%20PLATES/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/EZ2L%20LIGHT%20AND%20PLATES/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/EZ2L%20LIGHT%20AND%20PLATES/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/EZ2L%20LIGHT%20AND%20PLATES/
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By Mark Conroy

Legislation & Code

Brooks Tracks Legislation

Extinguishers at Military Facilities
A paragraph in HR 4350 amends the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 to require the installation 

of portable fire extinguishers at all military facilities. The bill, known as HR 4350, amends Section 2861 of the Military 
Construction Authorization Act (Fiscal Year 2020) to require the installation of extinguishers at military facilities, in 
accordance with NFPA 1, Fire Code. With this clarification, the Unified Facilities Criteria, Fire Protection Engineering for 
Facilities (UFC) will be amended to require that fire extinguishers be installed in all Dept of Defense (DoD) facilities, in 
accordance with NFPA 1. The bill passed in the House and moves on to the Senate. We will continue to track this bill in 
the Senate.

Extinguishers in Federal Government Buildings
The Government Services Administration (GSA) has their own building code called, P100, Facilities Standards for 

Public Building Service. Section 7.9.5 addresses portable fire extinguishers. GSA allows office buildings that have quick 
response sprinklers to only have extinguishers installed in certain areas, such as kitchens and special-hazard areas. The 
Fire Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) has begun efforts to correct this safety deficiency in the GSA criteria. 
If GSA does not modify P100 to require extinguishers throughout GSA facilities, FEMA will take further action that could 
include development of legislation to require extinguishers, in accordance with NFPA 1, Fire Code (similar to military 
facilities above). We will continue to track progress with FEMA communications and GSA. F

Let’s Get Social!
Follow us on Brooks Equipment LinkedIn® and Facebook® accounts today to access  

incredible educational pieces for you and your customers!

Plus... Giveaways, Industry Throwbacks, Our People, and More!

https://www.linkedin.com/company/brooks-equipment-llc/
https://www.facebook.com/BrooksEquipment/
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information’s accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.
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Order Your 2022 Custom Service Tags Today!
When you order custom tags from Brooks you get:

SSPSTYSSPNF

• The most trusted source for service tags in the industry
• Low order minimums
• State tags that meet state regulations
• Customized to your personalized design

ORDER 
NOW!

Call your Account Manager for more details.  
800.826.3473

Color Code List: Lilac (L), Light Blue (B), Light Green (G), Orange (O), Red (R), White (W), and Yellow (Y).

Ask about our other color options!

Add-Ons: Metal Eyelets, Wire Attachment, Tyvek (White only), Fluorescent, and Additional Ink Colors.

SSPILG

https://www.brooksequipment.com/catalog/Signs,%20Labels,%20and%20Tags/Custom%20Service%20Tags/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/catalog/Signs,%20Labels,%20and%20Tags/Custom%20Service%20Tags/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/N-SVC-TAGS/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/STD-SVC-TAGS/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/SSPILG/

