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The portable fire extinguisher industry is regulated 
by NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers1, 
which is adopted by states for the selection, installation, 
and servicing of extinguishers. Brooks serves on 
the technical committee and has been participating 
in the most recent revision over the past two years. 
Although there are no major changes, there are many 
clarifications and changes of interest that will have an 
impact on your operations in the coming years. Here is 
the information on the changes that we think are most 
important to you in the 2022 edition of NFPA 10.

Search Option
You can purchase a paperback version of NFPA 10 from Brooks or directly 

from NFPA. But if you want to do more than just read the standard, you will 
need to pay a fee to access the National Fire Code Subscription Service (NFCSS)2. 
With the NFCSS, you will have online access to all NFPA codes and standards, 
including NFPA 10. This will allow you to not only view NFPA 10, but you will 
be able to search for key words and use the copy-and-paste function to share 
excerpts with colleagues and the AHJ. 

Although NFPA offers Free Access to NFPA Codes and Standards3, you can 
only read the standard. There are no other options beyond reading with the 
“Free-Access” option. NFPA previously issued pdf versions of their documents, 
but they no longer offer that format for their most recent editions. That means 
there is no pdf version of NFPA 10, 2022.
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More than a Website or Portal!

A FED’s 
SOLUTION to 
RECRUIT • TRAIN • RETAIN

Register Today • FEDLearningCenter.com

•  Hands-On • Live Virtual • On-Demand
•  Visibility of all Personal Activity, Including 

·  Course History
· 	Certificates	
·  CEU Counts

•  FED Dashboard for Visibility of all Employee’s Activity
•  Easy Reporting Tools for Employee Management 
•  Employer-Directed or Employee-Directed Learning Journeys

© 2022 FED Learning Center.
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Article 1

NewNew  NFPA Criteria for Extinguisher Signs
When a fire occurs, seconds count. That is why the Fire 

Equipment Manufacturers Association (FEMA) developed 
this slogan for extinguishers— “See It, Grab It, and 
Use It”. But how can you help your customers ensure 
they can identify locations of their extinguishers during 
a fire emergency? NFPA has just updated the extinguisher 
“visibility” requirements for the 2022 edition of NFPA 
10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers. A closer look 
reveals the need for many more extinguisher signs and 
sometimes the need to replace existing extinguisher signs 
where they are not visible from the normal path of travel. 
Here is information you will need to assure your customers 
are in compliance with the latest NFPA criteria.

Annually Check for 
Extinguisher Signs

Most building owners or managers 
are not doing the required monthly 
inspections of extinguishers. So NFPA 
10 now has a specific requirement that 
all of the monthly inspection items be 
checked during annual maintenance 
(7.3.2.1.1). Section 7.2.2 requires that 
you check that each extinguisher is 
visible or a sign or other means of 
indicating the location is provided.

Visibility
To help in the effort of identifying 

extinguisher locations, you need to refer 
to section 6.1.3.3, titled “Visibility”. Signs 
or other means of identifying extinguisher 
locations are required as follows:

• Where an extinguisher is not visible from the normal 
path of travel (6.1.3.3.5)

• Where an extinguisher is not visible in an extinguisher 
cabinet (6.1.3.3.3)

• Where there are visual obstructions (6.1.3.3.2)

Extinguisher Sign 
Location

Once you have determined that 
an extinguisher sign is required, 
you then must select and install 
one that works for each location. 
Each extinguisher sign must be:

• In close proximity to the 
extinguisher (6.1.3.3.4)

• Visible from the normal path 
of travel (6.1.3.3.5)

Visible from the Normal 
Path of Travel

It is critical that all extinguisher 
signs be installed so that they are 
visible from the normal path of travel. This is a requirement 
for extinguishers on hangers (6.1.3.3.5) and for extinguishers 
in cabinets (6.1.3.11.2.1). Also check existing extinguisher 
signs. If they cannot be seen from the normal path of travel, 
they need to be moved or replaced. 

Special Extinguisher Signs
When you install an extinguisher sign, assess the 

visibility of the potential sign location from the normal path 
of travel. Certain extinguisher signs blend in and are tough 
to recognize during an emergency. Consider installing 3-D 
or Standoff extinguisher signs that stand out from the wall. 
These signs are designed to be easily recognizable from a 
distance and are ideal for most corridors and hallways. For 
certain cabinets, consider bubble covers that have the word 
“Fire Extinguisher” printed on them.

Portable fire extinguishers save lives and protect property. 
When a fire extinguisher is used, every second counts. 
During service calls, make sure you install an extinguisher 
sign for every non-visible extinguisher and for those that 
cannot be seen from the normal path of travel. Replace signs 
that are ineffective. Every time you install an extinguisher 
sign, you improve safety, you make your customer code 
compliant, and you improve your bottom line. F

BL127

“   It is critical that all 
extinguisher signs be 
installed so that they 
are visible from the 
normal path of travel.”

https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/VINYL-FE/
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Definitions
There are no substantive changes made to the definitions 

in Chapter 3 of NFPA 10, 2022. The definition of Hydrostatic 
Testing was updated to include “certain hose assemblies”, 
which correlates with hose testing requirements in 
Hydrostatic Testing Chapter 8. A new definition was added 
for Pump Tank Fire Extinguisher. The last two explanatory 
sentences of the definition of Halogenated Closed Recovery 
System were moved to the annex. The definition of Class 
B Fires in Chapter 4 was updated to move the examples to 
the annex.

Older Class K and Water Mist Extinguishers
The exception that water-based extinguishers, manu-

factured prior to 2002, need not adhere to electrical 
conductivity criteria was deleted (4.1.4.3). Therefore, Water 
Mist and Class K extinguishers, manufactured prior to 
August 15, 2002, must be reviewed for compliance. Any Class 
K extinguisher, which is labeled for Class C, will not be in 
compliance, since wet chemical is conductive. Also, any Class 
C-rated Water Mist extinguisher, with a label that does not 
reference a nonconductive extinguishing agent, is also not 
in compliance. Replacement will be necessary, unless the 
extinguisher manufacturer can provide a labeling solution 
to their extinguishers in conflict with this new criterion.

Selection of Extinguishers
The requirements of Chapter 5 were rearranged, editorially 

updated, and renumbered. Although the requirements 
look quite different when comparing 2018 and 2022 
editions, there are no substantive changes to the minimum 
requirements. The resulting revision of Chapter 5 is much 
clearer and is a marked improvement over previous editions.

Extinguisher Signage
New requirements for extinguisher signage were added to 

Chapter 6 for multiple extinguishers that are co-located to 
protect multiple hazards. A sign or placard will be required 
for each extinguisher in the grouping, including those 
installed in cabinets.

Signs will be required for extinguishers installed in 
cabinets, where the extinguisher is not visible. So, if 
you cannot see the extinguisher, the cabinet needs to be 
provided with an extinguisher sign.

Any extinguisher sign installed to indicate location will 
need to be installed in close proximity to the extinguisher. 
Those signs (or additional signs) also must be visible from 
the normal path of travel.

Strap-Type Brackets for Extinguishers
The requirement for strap-type brackets (6.1.3.6, 2018) 

was broken into two separate requirements. One paragraph 
mandates strap-type brackets for extinguishers in or on 
vehicles, and the other paragraph mandates them for any 
extinguisher that is subject to dislodgement. Therefore, any 
extinguisher that could be bumped and dislodged cannot be 
installed on a hanger and must be installed in a strap-type 
bracket. This obviously would not apply to an extinguisher 
installed in an extinguisher cabinet.

Cabinets with Breakfront Panels
A clarification was added that breakfront panel cabinets 

need a breaker bar or hammer as a means of access to the 
extinguisher (Chapter 6). Missing breaker bars/hammers 
and broken, damaged, or missing break-front panels on 
fire extinguisher cabinets will be required to be replaced 
(Chapter 7).

Replacement of Extinguishers Removed  
for Servicing

There is a new requirement that says to notify the 
owner or owner’s agent when an extinguisher is replaced 
during a service call. Here is the annex explanation for the 
requirement:

“The replacement extinguisher should be suitable for the 
type of hazard being protected and be of at least equal 
rating. The owner or owner’s agent should be provided 
with documentation regarding the type, make, and 
model of both the extinguisher being removed and the 
replacement extinguisher. The installer should verify 
that the hanger, bracket, or extinguisher cabinet is the 
proper one for the replacement extinguisher.

Removal or replacement of fire extinguishers during 
service should be done with the owner’s knowledge and 
permission. This ensures that any replaced equipment 
meets with the owner’s expectations and has been 
documented to address the applicable fire extinguisher 
record-keeping requirements.”

Inspection and Maintenance
A clarification was added to Chapter 7 that inspection 

checks and external examination are conducted at the time 
of annual maintenance. Although both are required to be 
performed during annual maintenance, only one tag is 
needed. The service will only be required to be recorded on 
the annual maintenance tag.

NewNew NFPA 10, 2022 Edition,  
Here is What Changed
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Employee Spotlight

Starting with Brooks in 2010, Shannon came aboard with 
lots of National Accounts Experience. Having worked for 
Iron Mountain as an Account Manager, she managed many 
of the company’s medium-to-large customers in all sectors of 
business—healthcare, law firms, banks, and retail to name 
a few. 

Beginning her career at Brooks as a National Account 
Manager, Shannon was promoted to Strategic Accounts 
Supervisor in 2018. And because of rapid growth, she 
transitioned to her present role as Senior Account Manager. 

Self-described as someone who loves to “gab”, selling is 
a natural fit for her. A textbook extrovert, Shannon enjoys 
cultivating relationships, especially with her customers. 
She likes to think of them as partnerships with a certain 
amount of give and take. She does everything she can for 
her customers, including listening. “My customers have 
taught me more than they’ll ever know. And for that, I’m 
truly grateful”, says Shannon.

When asked what she would like to do if not working 
at Brooks, we got a surprising answer. According to her, 
she’s always wanted to be a homicide detective! “I’ve always 

been intrigued with solving things, 
building a case.” However, she quickly 
realized she didn’t much care for the 
sight of blood (nope, that definitely 
nixes police work). So, she suffices 
with “The Next 48” on TV. 

Her motto is “say what you mean so 
that you mean what you say,” and her 
favorite place in the world is “anywhere 
that it’s warm with a beach.” That 
might be somewhere in Mexico because 
her favorite food is Mexican—Burrito 
Mexicano to be exact.

When Shannon’s not working, she’s being “mom” to 
two high school teenagers. “I stay busy in the Fall with 
my daughter cheering (Friday night football games and 
cheer competitions) and in the Spring with my son playing 
baseball (high school and travel ball). By the way, her son 
happens to be the first boy on her mother’s side of the family 
in 83 years! F

Meet Shannon Hogan, Senior Account Manager

Foam Extinguishers
The replacement of AFFF will only be required at the time of the 5-year hydrostatic test (rather than every 3 years, as 

previously required). The 3-year replacement was always confusing and is now deemed unnecessary.

Using the Updated NFPA 10, 2022
You should always consider using the provisions of the latest edition of NFPA 10, even before it is adopted by your 

jurisdiction. You will not be in violation of any law or regulation. That is because the currently adopted edition of NFPA 
10 contains minimums, and using the most recent edition, most often, exceeds those minimums.

Conclusion
The new 2022 NFPA 10 contains the most up-to-date thinking, clarifications of concepts, and some new provisions that 

improve safety. It should be weighed against the currently adopted edition that might be outdated, less safe, or not as clear. 
With an understanding of the recent updates to NFPA 10, you can now confidently work with your customers and the AHJ 
to achieve the highest level of safety for extinguishers installed in your community. F

1NFPA 10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=10 
2National Fire Code Subscription Service https://catalog.nfpa.org/National-Fire-Codes-Subscription-Service-ONLINE-New-or-Renew-P138.aspx?order_src=G059&gclid=Cj

0KCQiAzMGNBhCyARIsANpUkzPDXe7QcUCHXOI7bq99uDkpDeoOy3dM1gm-K9yYMoZhifA4y5c-t44aAn3yEALw_wcB 
3Free Access to NFPA Codes and Standard https://www.nfpa.org/Codes-and-Standards/All-Codes-and-Standards/Free-access

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=10
https://catalog.nfpa.org/National-Fire-Codes-Subscription-Service-ONLINE-New-or-Renew-P138.aspx?order_src=G059&gclid=Cj0KCQiAzMGNBhCyARIsANpUkzPDXe7QcUCHXOI7bq99uDkpDeoOy3dM1gm-K9yYMoZhifA4y5c-t44aAn3yEALw_wcB
https://catalog.nfpa.org/National-Fire-Codes-Subscription-Service-ONLINE-New-or-Renew-P138.aspx?order_src=G059&gclid=Cj0KCQiAzMGNBhCyARIsANpUkzPDXe7QcUCHXOI7bq99uDkpDeoOy3dM1gm-K9yYMoZhifA4y5c-t44aAn3yEALw_wcB
https://www.nfpa.org/Codes-and-Standards/All-Codes-and-Standards/Free-access
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The 1st Choice of International  
Fire & Safety Distributors

If you’re a Brooks International Distributor, you should check out our International Resource Page, under 
the Resource Tab on the Brooks Website.

There, you will find contact information for our International Sales and Customer Support team as well 
as helpful, insightful videos and tips for recovering your password and more.

• Access to over 200,000 products
• Quality customer service
• Access to endless product resources
• All Brooks products meet or exceed 

USA standards
• Extensive distribution network

Cesar Covarrubias 
Director of International Sales

(P) +1-704-916-3448 
(F) +1-704-596-3302 

Cesar@BrooksEquipment.com

Patricia Guevara
International Account Manager

(P) +1-704-916-3473
(F) +1-704-596-3302

Patricia@BrooksEquipment.com

• Fast international delivery
• Experienced export compliance and  

shipping management
• Credit terms available (For countries that qualify)
• Access current Brooks catalog pricing  

with your Brooks account

Export@BrooksEquipment.com 
Ventas@BrooksEquipment.com FireExtinguisherTraining.com

The Most Trusted Name in Industrial Fire & Safety Equipment

Promoting Global Fire Safety Since 1941, Brooks Customers Enjoy:

mailto:Cesar%40BrooksEquipment.com?subject=
mailto:Patricia%40BrooksEquipment.com?subject=
mailto:Export%40BrooksEquipment.com?subject=
mailto:Ventas%40BrooksEquipment.com?subject=
http://FireExtinguisherTraining.com


800.826.3473 (P) | 800.422.9265 (F)
BrooksEquipment.com | Sales@BrooksEquipment.com

Get Social With Us!

• Genuine Parts & Products
Increasing inventory levels wherever possible to ensure  
the industries’ largest inventory of parts and products

• Brooks NFPA Members
On numerous committees, including NFPA 10, 
17/17A, 72, 75, 96, 101, and 5000

• FEMA Member
Decades of influence to improve  
model codes, and local/state safety laws

• Insightful & Influential
Quarterly newsletters, monthly bulletins, and periodic  
videos covering education and topical safety updates 

What do we mean by Industry Support? Besides having thousands of Genuine Parts and 
Products when and where you need them, Brooks has your back when it comes to protecting 
your business. From sitting NFPA and FEMA Members for effective Code Support to 
thoughtful and insightful articles and presentations in our publications and videos, no one 
defends our industry—and your business—more effectively than Brooks.

INDUSTRY SUPPORT

FireExtinguisherTraining.com

http://BrooksEquipment.com
mailto:Sales%40BrooksEquipment.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/BrooksEquipment/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjcu7aOFGhTAvHhbbMb93Mg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/brooks-equipment-llc/
http://BrooksEquipment.com
http://FireExtinguisherTraining.com


Disclaimer:Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the articles are the author’s only and provide limited information. Although the information is believed to be reliable, Brooks 
Equipment Company, LLC expressly disclaims any liability for errors or omissions. The user of this article(s) or the product(s) is responsible for verifying the 
information’s accuracy from all available sources, including the product manufacturer. The authority having jurisdiction should be contacted for code interpretations.

Product Feature

© 2022 Brooks Equipment. BROOKS EQUIPMENT® is a registered trademark of Brooks Equipment Company, LLC.

Brooks Makes Moving Portable Extinguishers 
a Breeze!

FES3FES1

Holds 5, 10, or 20 lb dry 
chemical extinguisher. 

NOTE: NFPA just updated the 2022 edition of NFPA 10, increasing extinguisher “visibility” requirements, 
which means more extinguisher signs are needed. To help you meet these new requirements, Brooks has a wide 
variety of extinguisher signs—in stock!

FMRGC

PTD109

BL107

BL108

RP114

Holds 5-30 lb and 2.5 gal water  
stored pressure extinguishers.

Holds 5, 10, or 20 lb  
extinguishers and resists tipping.

https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/FES1/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/FMRGC/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/VINYL-FE/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/RP-FE/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/RP-3D-FE/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/VINYL-FE/
https://www.brooksequipment.com/products/FES3/

