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Critical Components
by Mark Conroy

A valve stem is an integral part of the extinguisher valve. When the operating lever is pressed, the valve stem is moved 
downward and allows extinguishing agent to be discharged. Releasing the operating lever allows the internal spring to 
automatically reseat the valve stem, causing the flow of agent to cease. In general terms, all extinguisher valve assemblies 
include the valve body, valve stem, internal spring, operating lever, and carrying handle. Of these components, the valve 
stem is the most frequently replaced. This is done at the time of tear-down, hydrostatic test, or when there is damage or 
leakage. The service manuals provide information on when to replace them and which ones to use.

Although valve stems serve the same purpose, only the correct one will work properly in each extinguisher. This means 
having a supply of valve stems available for each extinguisher model. The following tables show common valve stems that 
are to be used in many handheld extinguishers. Other valve stems for less common models are also available from Brooks.
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It is critical to install the correct valve stem in each extinguisher, so it makes sense to have the right ones readily 
available. Your knowledge of valve stems improves safety, eliminates leakers, and makes the extinguishers ready to use 
in a fire emergency.
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